KCCA seeks help over teachers living in classrooms

BY JANE NAFULA

KAMPALA. As many publie schools
continue to grapple with acute shortag- -
es—or complete lack—of staff housing,

a Kampala Capital City Authority (KC-
CA) official has urged philanthropists

to consider partnering with govern- :
ment to construct teacher residences

and improve educator welfare.

Speaking on Friday last week dur-
ing the commissioning of a Shs300m
multipurpose hall donated to Mbuya :

Primary School by the Classic Leader : §

Foundation, Mr Gerald Makamba, the :
<KCCA education officer for Nakawa Di- :
vision,thanked the organisation forthe :
support but appealed for further assis- :
tance targeting teachers’living condi- : .

tions.

“We are so happy that you have con-
structed a hall for this school, but there :
are three other critical challenges I re- :

quest you to help with if there is still = "

that chance”he said.

“Facelifting old structures, digitalising = 58

Mr Priyesh Pravinchandra Shah, the chairman of Classic Leader Foundation, with some of the pupils at Mbuya Church of
Uganda Primary School on November 14. PHOTO/ JANE NAFULA

the school, and constructing staff ac-
commodation. Staff welfare is key to ef- :
fective teaching and learning,”he add- -

ed.

stone for the broader education sector.

The headteacher, Mr Jonathan Muki- :
nusu, expressed appreciation for the :
donation and reinforced the plea for :
teacher housing, revealing that some :

staff have been forced to sleep in class-
rooms due to lack of accommodation.

“About six teachers and two support :
staff sleep in classrooms. The issue of
teachers’ accommodation has been :
long overdue. Some travel long distanc- :

es to access the school,”he said.

Mbuya Primary School has 24 teach-

Mr Makamba said the construction
of the hall at Mbuya Church of Ugan-
da Primary School marks a major mile- :

ers, including four in the Nursery sec-
tion. One female teacher who con- :
firmed that she resides in a classroom
¢ with colleagues, said their low sala- :
ries leave them unable to afford rent- :

alhousing.

“We are about four teachers shar- :
ing a classroom. We demarcated it in- :
: “to smaller units using plywood to pro- :
: mote privacy because we have fami- :
lies,”she explained.

“Idecided tolivein aclass tosave fees :
for my children.Ispend over Shs1.3m
i on fees every term, yet my net pay is :
i about Shs480,000,”she added.

While Classic Leader Foundation did :

not commit to constructing teacher :  Pravinchandra Shah, said the organisa-
houses; its representative, Mr Pnyesh tion would continue building multipur-

BACKGROUND
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President Museveni has
pledged to build houses for
teachers, the most recent
commitment comingin July
during the arts teachers’
strike over delayed salary
enhancement. The promise is
part of government’s strategy
to improve teacher welfare.

: pose halls in selected schools as sym-
: bols of commitment to education, com-
- munity empowerment,and philanthro-

DY
“What started as a simple donation of

¢ exercise books has grown into a pow-
: erful nationwide movement reach-

- © ing more than 10,000 schools across
¢ the country,”Mr Shah said. “Our vision
. expanded from giving materials to ex-
¢ panding minds and communities,” he
- added.He disclosed that the foundation
. currently provides more than 480 schol-
: arships toneedylearners annually.



