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National News 

Kenya Illoves to extend 
SGR to Malaba border 
Uganda has long awaite'd 
the extension of the SGR 
to its border to enable 
connection to Kampala. 

BY AND~EW BAGALA 

K 
enyahas placed cross-border infra­
structure, including dual-carriage 

. highways and the Standard Gauge 
Railway (SGR) linking Uganda and 

Kenya, among its key national priorities. 
Kenyan President William Ruto, while 

delivering his State-of-the-Nation ad­
dress in the National Assembly yester­
day, allnounced that the extension of 
the SGR from Naivasha: Township to 
the Uganda border at Malaba will com­
mence in January next year. 

"This infrastructure will also include 
~ending the standard gauge railway 
froin Naivasha to Kisumu and eventu­
ally to Malaba. And that exercise, ladies 

and gentlemen, is beginning in Janu- . 
ary;"Mr Ruto said. 

Uganda has long awaited thl! exten­
sion ofth~ SGR to its border to ena­
ble connection to Kampala, a devel­
opment expected to significantly re­
duce the cost of transporting goods 
from the coast to the hinterland. 

Kenya had initially committed to 
building the SGR from the Port of 
Mombasa all the way to Malaba, but 
the project was halted in Naivasha in 
2019 after the government failed to 
secure financing for the remaining 
stretch. 

President Museveni, a strong advo­
cate for the railway project, expressed 
frustration at Kenya's decision, argu­
ing that the absence of a complete 
SGR corridor keeps Uganda's import 
and export costs prohibitively high. 

Duri;lg a talk show in Mbale City on 
November 11, Mr Museveni criticised 
obstacles face.d by landlocked coun­
tries accessing the sea for trade. 

"That is why we have had endless 
discussions with Kenya. This one 
stopsr another comes. The railway, 

the pipeline, the what, we discuss. But 
that ocean belongs to me. Because 
it is my ocean. I am entitled to that 
ocean. In the future, we are going to 
have wars,"he said. -. 

Meanwhile, Uganda has already ini­
tiated work on its portion of the SGR 

UGANDA'S STATUS 

Uganda has made significant 
steps in reviving its standard 
gauge railway (SGR) ambitions 
after years of stalled progress. 

With financing secured, 
government has moved ahead 
with'preparatory works for 
the 273km Malaba-Kampala 
'section, which forms the 
backbone ofthe country's 
modern rail network. 

Turkish contractor Yapi 
Merkezi has already begun 
geotechnical surveys, soil . 
testing and route mapping 
along the c6rridor. 

froni. Malaba to Kampala after secur­
financing. Turkish contractor Yapi 

Merkezi has begun geotechnical surveys 
and infrastructure mapping along the 
proposed 273-kilometre corridor, and 
most of the required land has been ac­
quired. 

Mr Ruto also announced that next 
week he will launch major road projects 
to construct dual carriageways linking' 
Kenya to the Uganda border towns ofBu­
sia and Malaba, aimed at easing traffic 
congestion and reducing delays affect­
ing cargo rriovement. 

He said the Kericho-Kisumu-Busia 
highway and the Mau Summit-Eldoret­
Malaba highway will be upgraded to du­
al-carriage standard. 

For these infrastructure plans to be re­
alised, Kenya requires KShsS trillion, 
funding it has not yet secured. 

Mr Ruto further outlined strategies to 
reduce Kenya's dependence on food im­
ports. 

The country remains a heavy consum­
er of maize, much of which is sourced 
from Uganda. 
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KCCA seeks help over teachers liwg iii c assrooms 
BY JANE NAFULA 

KAMPALA. As many public schools 
continue to grapple with acute shortag­
es~or complete lack-of staffhousing, 
a Kampala Capital City Authority (KC­
CA) official has urged philanthropists 
to consider partnering with govern­
ment to construct teacher residences 
and improve'educator welfare. 

Speaking on Friday last week dur­
ing the commissioning of a Shs300m 
multipurpose hall donated to Mbuya 
Primary School by the Classic Leader 
Foundation, Mr Gerald Makamba, the 

N,KCCA education officer for Nakawa Di­
vision, thank.ed the organisation for the 
support but appealed for further assis­
tance targeting teachers' living condi-
tions. . 

"We are so happy that you have con­
structed a hall for this school, but there 
are three other critical challenges I re­
quest you to help with if there is still 
that chance,"hesaid. 

"Facelifting old structures, digitalising 
the school, and constructing staff ac­
commodation. Staffwelfare is key to ef­
fective teaching and learning,~ he add-
ed. -

Mr Makamba said the construction 
of the hall at Mbuya Church of Ugan­
da Primary School marks a major mile­
stone for the broader education sector. 

The headteacher, Mr Jonathan Muki: 
nusu, expressed appreciation for the 
donation and reinforced the plea for 
teacher housing, revealing that some 
staff have been forced to sleep in class­
rooms due to lack of accommodation. 

"About six teachers and two support 
staff sleep in classrooms. The issue of 
teachers' accommodation has been 
long overdue. Some travel long distanc­
es to access the school,"he said. 

Mbuya Primary School has 24 teach-

Mr Priyesh Pravinchandra Shah, the chairman of Classic Leader Foundation, with some of the pupils at Mbuya Church of 
Uganda Primary School on November 14. PHOTO/ JANE NAFULA 

ers, including four in the Nursery sec­
tion. One female teacher who con­
firmed that she resides in aclassroom 
with colleagues, said their low sala­
ries leave them unable to afford rent­
alhousing. 
."We are about four teachers shar­

ing a classroom. We demarcated it in­
. to smaller units using plywood to pro­
mote privacy because we have fami­
lies,"she explained. 

"I decided to live in a class to save fees 
for my children. I spend over Shs1.3m 
on fees every term, yet my net pay is 
about Shs48o,ooo,~she added. 

While Classic Leader Foundation did 

not commit to constructing teacher 
houses, its reI?resentative, Mr Priyesh 

BACKGROUND 

President Museveni has 
pledged to build houses for 
teachers, the most recent 
commitment coming in July 
during the arts teachers' 
strike over delayed salary 
enhancement. The promise is 
part of government's strategy 
to improve teacher welfare. 

Pravinchandra Shah, said the organisa­
tion would continue building multipur­
pose halls in selected schools as. sym­
bols of commitment to education, com­
munity empowerment, and philanthro­
py. 

"What started as a simple donation of 
exercise books has grown into a pow­
erful nationwide movement reach­
ing more than 10,000 schools across 
the country;" Mr Shah said. "Our vision 
expanded from giving materials to ex­
panding minds and communities," he 
added. He disclosed that the foundation 
currently provides more than 480 schol­
arships to needy learners annually. 
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Ugand~Kenya I 
won~t go to war' 
over Indian 
Ocean -minister 
BY ANDREW BAGALA 

KAMPALA. Kenya's Foreign Affairs 
Cabinet Secretary Musalia Mudava­
di has assured Kenyan legislators that 
there will be no war with U"ganda over 
control of the Iridian Ocean. 

Responding to concerns over Ugan­
dan President Museveni's recent state­
ments hinting at potential conflict over 
sea access, Mr Mudavadi said Kenya 
will continue providing its landlocked 

. neighbour with safe passage for goods, 
in line with international and African 

, Union conventions. I 
"On the issue of the Indian Ocean, I 

just want to say that there are conven­
tions and international obligations 
which deal with landlocked countries, 
and the African Union Constitutive Act 
is one of such instruments,;' Mr Muda­
vadi told legislators in the National As­
sembly on Wednesday. 

"So I want to assure you that we are 
not going to go to war. We have always, 
since time immemorial, provided free 
passage for goods from landlocked 
countries. This is our international obli­
gation,and it also helps our ports grow," 
he added. . 

Assurance. So I want 
to assure you that we 
are not going to go to 

war. We have always, 
since time immemorial, 

provided free passage for goods 
from landlocked countries. This is 
our international obligation, and 
it also helps our ports grow," Mu­
salia Mudavadi, Kenya's Foreign 

Mr Mudavadi's comments came after 
Suba South legislator Caroli Omondi re­
quested clarification on Mr Museveni's 
remarks about potential use offorce to 
access the sea. Mr Omondi noted that 
Uganda's past military operations in 
South Sudan,Somalia, Rwanda,Burun­
di.and the Democratic Republic of Con­
go have heightened regional concerns. 

On November 8, speaking on a radio 
show in Mbale City, Mr Museveni said 
it was "madness" for landlocked coun­
tries to be obstructed from exporting 
goods via the sea. 

"That is why we have had endless 
discussions with Kenya. This one stops, • 
another comes. The railway, the pipe­
line, the what, we discuss. But that 
ocean belongs to me. I am entitled to 
that ocean. In the future, we are going 
to have wars,"he said. 

His remarks sparked anger in Kenya, .• b 

with calls for him to apologise for alleg­
edly inciting conflict with a neighbour-
ing country. Mr Museveni has main­
tained that landlocked nations have a 
right to access the sea. 

Since President William Ruto as­
sumed office, Kenya's etrPorts to the re­
gion have grown by 108 percent. Ugan­
-da has become Kenya's largest export 
destination, accounting for 11.3 per­
cent of all Kenyan exports in 2024. 

However, Uganda accuses Kenya of 
blocking its goods, in violation of East 
African Community trade policies. 


