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QUOTE OF 
THE DAY 

Assistant Commissioner for youth and children's affairs at Ministry of Gender, Labour and Social Development, Mr Mondo 
Kyateka to men: "Produce only children you can afford to take care of..You have no contractual obligation to produce and fill the world." 

EDITORIAL 

Support platforms .­
that promote 
community wellness 

W 
ednesday,November 19,2025,was Intemational Men's 
Day. This year's theme is celebrating men and boys. In 
Uganda, Mr Mondo Kyateka, the assistant commis­
sioner for youth and children's affuirs at the Ministry 

of Gender, labour and Social Development, said men.should 
sire children they can afford to take care ot: love, care, protect 
and nurture. This was while speaking at the inaugural Mwa­
miSUmmit 

The Mwami Summit, which was organised by Reach Out 
Mbuya Community Health Initiative and Roses ofMbuya So­
cial Enterprise, was under the theme: Empowering men 
as role models for stronger families and communities. 
While days such as Men's Day usually go by unnoticed with 
very little fanfare, their significance shouldn't be belittled. That 

The Issue: 
Community 
w~lIness 

Our view: 
Every member 
of society, 
regardless of 
their gender, 
deserves 
a chance 
at being 
adequately 
equipped to 
live to their 
full potential. 
Only then will 
they <;iii be able 
to step upto 
serve those 
around them. 

is why initiatives such as the Mwami Sum­
mit and other such initiatives that have 
tailored projects in observance of such 
days must be applauded and, even betteI; 
supported to .achieve bigger and better. 

In a world where the sanctity and plight 
of the girl-child has been given much 
deserved attention while little or none 
is'paid to the boy child, anything, initi­
ative or otherwise that seeks to bridge 
the gaps created by imbalanced em­
powerment in the society is welcome. 

Josephine Kaleebi , the Reach Out 
Mbuya Community Health Initiative ex­
ecutive director said the summit was to 
celebrate men's health, wellbeing and 
responsible masculinity and enable 
men and boys from Kampala's under­
served communities to engage in trans­
formative dialogue, wellness screenings, 
mentorship, and skill building activities. 

She said, "In many of our communi­
ties, men and boys face unique chal­
lenges, including mental health stig­
ma, unemployment, lack of positive role 
models, and social pressures that per­
petuate harmful masculinity norms." 

The summit reportedly creates a 
safe, empowering platform to pro­

mote emotional wellness and physical health, champi­
~ on responsible and respectful fatherhood in relationships, 

foster .mentorship and community leadership, and chal­
lenge and redefine traditional masculinity in positive ways. 

. While the patriarchal nature of our society might seem­
ingly give boys and men an advantage over their female col­
leagues,it is wrong to neglect the former in regard to ensuring 
safe spaces for dialogue, mentorship, partnership and mean­
ingful growth. 

Let us not trivialise this societal need to have whole, well 
rounded men. Empowerment has no gender. Every member 
of sOciety, regardless of their gender, deserves a chance at being 
adequately equipped to live to their full potential. Only then 
will they all be able to step up to serve those around them. 

Our commitment to yo" 
We pledge: 
• To be accurate and fair in all we do. 
• To be respectful to all in our pursuit of the truth. 
• To refuse to accept any compensation beyond that 

provided by Monitor Publications Ltd. for wh~t we do in 
our news gathering and decision-making. 

Further, we ask that we be informed whenever you feel 
that we have fallen short in our attempt to keep these 
commitments. 

Cartoon. CAF honours President Museveni, Kenya's William Ruto, and Tanzania's Samia Suluhu with an 
Outstanding Achievement Award. 
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Proposed UPL forlllat: Were those the 
reforllls Ugandan football really needed? 

, .-------~----------------~ 

l1
e past few months will go down 

as a tumultuous spell in Ugandan 
football.Local football has, oflate, 
taken a rollercoaster ride,from 

co-hosting CHAN 2024 to the inception of a 
new Uganda Premier League (UPL) format a 
few weeks before kick-off 

Professionalisrn,competitiveness and the 
regulation ofmatch-futing were among 
the core reasons Fufa cited for pushing a 
new league formatDespite a multitude 
of hiccups in local football,Fufa's school of 
thought suggested that introducing a new 
league format was a feasible solution.How­
ever, the local football governing body faced 
a spirited fight from stakeholders,includ­
ing fans,football investors,most notably Dr 
Lawrence Mulindwa, the president of Vi­
pers Sports Chili to journalists who asked 
tough questions but hardly got deserving 
answers. Sponsors and some federation of­
ficials, too, were riot convinced it was the 
right direction. 

The latest developments spell that the 
UPL,as a single entity, cannot implement its . 
own decisions. Federations worldwide are 
meant to guide and oversee the leagues, but 
cannot dictate what happens, since many 
stakeholders are involved with the product 

The new format was headlined by irresist­
ible incentives and cash packages, but one 
has to wonder why it was never the case 
with the old format,or why grants were nev­
er offered to clubs to push their respective 
brands if the primary objective was to grow 
funbases and commercial prowess. 

Hosting CHAN was supposed to be a step­
ping stone for local football, but all of a sud-

Gladly;Fufa thiew in 
the towel andstuck 
-with the old format, 
but should \ve have 
sunk in that mess in 
the first place? 

den, it feels like we took a step forward and 
two back. 

Globally,fans are the backbone of their 
football clubs. They represent their identity 
and uphold it with utmost respect and dig­
nity. This explains why sponsors prefer tag­
ging along with clubs that have massive fan 
bases, as it makes business sense when it 
comes to returns on investment. 

Why playa double header in league foot­
ball when that can only be viable in a tour­
J).ament set up like pre-season tourna­
ments? Why are we playing around with a 
serious product that is the UPL? These are 
some of the questions that we need to re­
flecton. 

Gladly,Fufa threw in the towel and stuck 
with the old format, but should we have 
sunk in that mess in the first place? I don't 
think so, especially considering the limited 

time on hand for the league kick off 
This highlights the importance of keep­

ing stakeholders iri the loop, especially fans 
who consume the product, because without 
them, the commercial aspect is dead. 

We can be forgiven for failing to bench­
maIk from the world's biggest football 
leagues,religiously followed by the local fan 
base considering quite a number of factors, 
but why not piCk a leaf from our very own 
outstanding African leagues? 

Do exchange programmes for various ad­
ministrative and technical staff as well as 
fan activations in public spaces.Ifwe looked 
into local football's most pressing issues, 
changing a league format woul9- be the least 
of our worries. 

Football Clubs still require a 16t of mar­
ketingto attract fans,storing their data like 
team memorabilia, video footage and play­
er statistics,changing ofparastatal fbotball 
clubs to community clubs for them to have 
public ownership and attract a wider local. 
fan base,increasing players and staffwag-

• es,constructing more stadia,introduction 
of different departments at various foot­
ball clubs,hiring the best and rightly quali­
fied personnel, using the latest innovations 
from other developed football leagues to .. b 

mention but a few. 
Fot us to achieve the professionalism we 

keep talking about, we need to create a con­
ducive environment 

I Lewis Ainebyona is a football studies 
graduate at Solent University, • 
Southampton and a grassroots coach. 
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