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v .. rnn will be seeking 
IoN """ and voices 

of voters on issues 
affecting them and 
expert solutions. In th is 
edition, Nelson Kiva, 
Jackie Namboqqa, 
Doreen Muslnqo and 
Edward Anyoll focus on 
Jinja (city) and Iganga 
districts. 

Jinia/city and Iganga have a combined 
population of 987,047 people, 
according to the National Population 
and Housing Census 2024. 

The civil and political authorities in 
the respective administrative units are 
preoccupied with how to ensure the 
prosperity of these people. They have 
also earmarked progressive plans, 
setbacks notwithstanding. 

For ,inia dty, leaders are 
implementing eITans 10 achieve 
the parameters of a well planned, 
beautified, prosperous and modem 
city. 

In the 1960s and early I 970s, 
Jinja town was revered as Uganda's 
industrial hub boasting textile, 
copper, sugar factories, among others. 
However, the chaotic political events 
that foUowed the coming to power 
of former president Idi Amin and his 
subsequent expulsion of Asians a year 
after his military coup in 1971, was a 
setback for Jjnja since the Asians were 
the most entrepreneurs at the time. 

Jinja was among the first batch of 
~even cities thai were operationalised 
July I, 2020, alongside, Ama, Gulu, 
Mbarara, Fon Ponal, Masaka and 
Mbale. Privatisation became an 
avenue for individua1 . companies 
to set up their own factories. A5 a 
result of the move, WalukubalMasese 
divisions in Jinja are buzzing with 
several factories. 

"There is a need for a minimum 
wage to value OUT labour rather than 
being cheated under the eye of this 
government," Isaac Muloki, a casual 
worker, said. 

FIXTHE GAPS 
Moses Lwokyaza, the workers 
councillor at the Jinja district council, 
said some workers were being paid as 
low as sh3,OOO daily without transpon 
and oth~r incentives such as housing. 

However, the investors including 
Yusuf Musa Bashir, the chairperson 
and managing .director Hared 
Petroleum, lamented about the 
appaUing state of the roads in their 
areas of operation. . 

"Our factories are remining billions 
of shi1lings to the Government, but 
the roads in our areas of operanen 
are in a pathetic SIale,- he lamented. 

The magml'ant /inja Central 
Marke~ is one 01 the features of 
steady progress the \'Olen and the 
administrators in theaty.,., reckonmg 
with in Jinja. The sh2Bb nro-storey 
facility which aa:ommodates over 
7.000 vendors was commissioned 
by President Yoweri Museveni in 
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JINJA, IGANGA VOTERS WANT 
IN HEALTH, EDUCATI FIXED 
Jinja and lC)all98 district profiles 

Population: 426 ,958 
DIstance from Kampala: 13 5km 

Economic activities: 
• 

Aljriculture, growing maize, coffee, bananas, 
and sugarcane plus fishing. 

Charily Ahimbisibwe, the executive director at the Electoral Law 
and Governance Institute (ELGI), said Jinja City remains a viable 
_omic and industrial hub whose former olory urventJy needs to 
be restored. The revival of Jinja's oriQinallndustrles, she said, will 
stimUlate both reQlonal and national economic Qrowth. 
''Jinja can easily become the alternative City to Kampala. With all 
the disorQanisation happening in Kampala, Jlnja has the potenlU 
to offer equal services, attract businesses and grow into 
busIness hub," Ahlmbisibwe said. She added that in the 
sector, Jinja has continued to lao behind despite once 
some of Uganda's most prestiQious and competitive SSil4!. ~fd!I" 
BusoQa Colleoe Mwiri. 

'ovember 2014. The initial market 
had been built in 1932. 

The challenges the voters and the 
leaders in Jinja and Iganga want to 
be addressed cut across the sectors 
of health, education, road network 
and rranspon issues, agriculture and 
food security, water and sarutation. 
employmen~ poveny, energy/power, 
security, land managemen~ business 
and economic issues, environment. 
domestic conflicts, leadersbJp gaps. 
among others. 

Jinja district is bordered by Kamuli 
to the nonh, Luuka (east), Mayuge 
(southeast), Buvuma to the south, 
Buikwe (west) and Kayunga to 
the nonhwest. Jinja's economy 
has historicaUy been anchored 
on agriculture and industry, with 
sugar and tea plantations playing a 
significaQt role. 

Iganga at independence in 1962 
existed as pan of Greater Busoga and 
in 1975 it gained district status and it 
became South Busoga district in the 
then Busoga Province. It was named 
Iganga in 1980. 

The district is bordered by Kaliro to 
the nonh, Namutumba (nonheast), 
Bugweri to the east, Mayuge (south), 
Jinja to the southwest and Luuka to 
the wesl 

Boosting tourism is one key focus 
of the authorities in Jinja and Iganga. 
One major tourism attraCllOn in fmja 
is the Source of River Nile and efforts 
are ongoing to tum it into a world-

class tourism attraction. 
The Government earmarked sh 15b 

for the purpose in November 2023. 
The modernisation of the site includes 
the construction of a modem pier, 
glass bridge, restaurants among other 
facilities. 

David Kigenyi Naluwayiro, the 
former town clerk, lamented how the 
local and foreign visitors struggled 
with the bad tourism road network. 
He assens that the Source of the Nile 
brings in a lot of revenue, but it is 
worrying that even the access roads 
to the site cannot be worked on. 

Bernard Mbayo, the city speaker, 
noted that the entire Nonhern 
division does not have tarmac roads 
yet it is mainly an agricultural area 
that feeds Jinja, Busoga and Kampala. 

Unclaimed Depaned Asians 
Custodian Board propeny continues 
to spark controversy with some 
forging documents. As a result of 
the scramble, occupants have been 
thrown out with some structures 
demolished halfway. 

Benjamin lsabirye, a resident in 
jinja's Southern division claimed 
that some government officials v."eJe 

conniving with security operatives III 
grab such buildings in Jinja 

"How can an individual own 
propenies through forgery 
the guise of repossessing 1lae 
another scenario of a buiIdiItc 
three titles. This is impumzy: ad. 

justine Batale. • raodem of 

Jilji 

Population: 280,905 
Distance from Kanlpala: 
96 Dian 

EcOllOllllc ac:t1Yitles: 
Manufacturing, aQricUlture, 
tourism. and hydroelectric 
power generation. 

Wakitaka in Jinja's Nonhern division 
said electricity remains unafTordable 
and unreliable despite jinja being to 
three hydropower darns. 

CITIZENS' MANIFESTO 
The voters' concerns in jinja, 19anga 
and entire Busoga sub-region, are also 
rellected in the New Vision Citizens 
Manifesto conducted between March 
and May 2025, where prospective 
voters highlighted key bottlenecks 
undermining service delivery in the 
spheres of healthcare, security, roads 
infrastrucrure, water and sanitation, 
poveny, unemployment, power 
connectlvtty. education, agricultural 
services, lam! management, crimes, 
leadership _ others. 

OUALITY Of 5aOOLS 
Whereas apected to be 
next to :t whatever they 
do, accortlrQg ., Dr Fmmmnt! 
Humphrey ...., the good 
schools In _ 

those of 
Wakiso in 

Gusango. 
design, dodce..:l ....... 
wonders 
schools 
people 
to jinja for 

"Our odlooIs turned into 
academE The President 
should wnh a programme 

,....,Ual .: .. quabty of education 
probably the entire 

Ges.igo said. 

GAll8A&ta ~:U:ES WIIh ... management, David 
W me former Jinja mayor, 

-.unties in the city to 
a modem solution of cool...,." md disposing of garbage 

• .B ID zwuid the misrakes witnessed 
.. Konpab at the Kiteezi dumping 
,." 

Loy Katali, the jinja District Woman 
W, said despite securing medical 

equtpment such as an ultrasound 
scan machine, fridge for blood 
storage., incubators among others 
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VItAl' ,«)1ERS SM 
Atnn AIIIM. NSIdIId ..... 
city 
The Government used to 
feed hospitals and schaaIs. 
The arrangement should be 
brought back . 

Ami ... 
MI,...... 
-.Ie" ......... 
ward 
We are seeinQ 
factions among 
teachers resultinQ 
from salary disparity,lI . 
should be handled ~ure 
teacher salary equity. 

HeI ..... h 
M ..... .. 
_nlty ....... 
We need 
a public 
univerSity In 
Jlnja. By the way, 
why hasn't BusoQa 
University taken off? 

... ull ..... ,.,.. __ 
The city hosts Jlnja ReQlonal 
Referral HospItal but it is also 
sick. How can there be no 
gloves, cannulas and medicIne 
all the time? 

aJIIIrJDIISto 
.. lIII. stills 
IIut 
!lie 
GCI ...... n .. .."mIe!ltMlt 
IIIOuId consider establishing 
'llDC8tlonailnstltutes In our 
initial administrative units. 

at Buwenge General Hospital, the 
facility is smaU. 

Located on a highway, she said 
the facility also serves patients from 
Kamuli and Luuka, hence the need 
for more anention. 

Katali added that some partS of the 
district do not have electridty wtuch 
is partiy undermining the Paruh 
Development Model when tt comes 
to its beneficiaries who need to add 
value to their produce such as maue. 

AbudaUah Suuta, the Butagaya LC3 
chairperson, said the district boasts 
of only one factory of Kiira Mowrs 
which cannot solve the rampant 
unemployment fating many of the 
youths. 
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