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. Vision Group Chief Executive 

Officer Don Wanyama has 
conunended the various 
organisations that have 
sIlO_red lhe 2025 Pakasa 

orum, arguing they have 
complemented the company's 
elTons of' empowering 
Ugandans to stan and manage 
successful businesses .. 

CENTENARY BANK, NSSF, PEARL BANK, PEPSI, 
FINANCE MINISTRY JOIN PAKASA FORUM SPONSORS 

Under the theme of 
OpportJutities and Ideas for 
Growing Busines:=. the Pakasa 
Forum is scheduled 10 l4ke 
place lomorrow from :OOmJ 
to 5:00pm at the EIIIerpnse 
Uganda business ~ 
centre in Butabika, CJPIiCb* 
Butabika Hospital. 

Speaking during a meeIID8 
with sponsors of the evena 
yeslerday at the Vision Group 
h' - uaners on First Street 
Industrial Area, Wanyama sax! 
the stralegic partnershtp WIIh 
Enterprise Uganda, Centenary 
Bank, the finance minisIry, the 
National Social Secunty FUDd 
(NSSF). Pearl Bank (formedy 
Posthank), Pepsi, and the 
Uganda Registration Semoes 
Bureau (URSB) will help ID 

making this year's Pakasa 
Forum bigger and more 
impactful. 

Wanyama expressed 
happiness that native/locaJ 
hanks like Cenlenary Bank 
and Pearl Bank are highly 
PrJlifessive and thanked the 
Two banks for complementing 
the elTons of Vision Group to 
empower local businesses. 

He also commended NSSF 
for the various initiatives 
through which it creates 
economic opponunities, 
not only for its members 
but also university students 
through the Hi-Innovator 
programme which equips the 
youth with innovation and 
entrepreneurship skills. 

"Additionally, the finance 
ntit,tistry is playing a leading 
n!IC in the economic 
trartsformation of Uganda 
and improving the economic 
welfare of Ugandarts. By 
organising Pakasa Forum, 
Vision Group and partners 
are providing oomplementary 
elTons to help the finance 
ministry execute its mandate," 
Wanyama explained. 

Entrance to the Pakasa 
Forum will be free of charge 
with an open door for all 
Ugandans who are doing 
business and those who plan 
to stan business. 

"It will be the climax of the 
celebrations for the Global 
Entrepreneurship Week. 
wj)ich usually takes place in 
the third week of ovember 
every year: Wanyama noted 

WHAT TO EXPECT 
He said this year's forum 

of vnal 

nom left: Sydney Mlrl., the hHd of special projects .t Vision Group, Mulondo, B.hemuk., W.ny ...... Arlml, 
NakIIoItho. and H_ Nuwacaabe, the head of .. Ie. at VIsion Group after a meetlnQ .hHd of the Pausa I'orum 
__ t_ TIlls was at VisIon Group hHd offices on I'Irst Street Industrial Area, In Kampala yesterday 

Wanyeme (left) ...:elves • dummy cheque from Nakhokho Wanyama (left) receive. a dummy cheque from Arlml 

'4ENUE ~AS CHOSEN 
No... Mutondo, the VisIon Group Pau.. project 
coodlnator, saId the choice of the location of this 
VHr's p.usa I'orum was me.nt to take Ucaandans to 
the new busIness tr.lnlnQ facility which Is meant to 
support all of them. 

"Enterprise UQand. whIch Is a public' private 
partnership Qot fundlnQ from the flnanee ministry .nd 
development partners .nd established a multibillion 
busln .. s tralnlnQ facility .t Butablu, which I line 
bHn told Is the first of Its kind In Africa," Mulondo 
explained. 

growth strategy, what 
sua:essful entrepreneurs 
share in common, imponance 
of formalising businesses, 
how to nm successful 
family businesses, financing 
opponumities for SMEs. 
and inspiring stories from 
sua:essful entrepreneurs. 

SPOII5QIS .WEAK OUT 

finance, said although they 
manage to reach out to about 
300,000 borrowers a year, 
Pakasa Forum will enable them 
have an interface ",'1lh 
more local enuq,......"rs 
prospeai\>e UJVeSIDrS. 

"Centenary Bank has about 
3 millioo acoounts that sit 

spaces and across 
ooming onto this 

trarts[onnation of SMEs in the 
oountry," he said. 

Barbara Arimi. the SSF 
head of marketing and 
oorporale alTairs, said smc:e 
they exist 10 ensure that they 
make savings a way of life [or 
more people, Pakasa Forum 
gives them a platform 10 speak 
to hundreds of people. 

"Ifs within this fiawe_k 
that we want to eosm-e 
that we suppon !be 
creation of their 
capacity to 
their ODOpeI"'aDOIISmatlS 
through .... 
Hi-IDDov~tor 
Pragn, 

skills. 
• At the Pakasa Forum. we 

will have the space nOl only 
to ask people to save, but also 
encourage them to establish 
enterprises 10 enable them 
have something to save: she 
said. 

She said they will infonn 
participants about compelling 
products like Smart Ufe Flexi, 

where they can save 
as little as sh5,OOO 

and earn interest 
on their daily 
balances. 

Arimi said they 
will continue 

explore 
the bigger 
opportunities 
that they believe 

are still 

key pnonty sectors Bank's It will suppon our 
interventions in the tenfold agribusiness !agricultural - objective of supporting the 

adept in this space of small and 
growing enterprises, wbdi the 
Pakasa Forum 2025 
together. 

Laura Pearl 
Bank's bead rI ME haaimg, 
sat<! the reason why they 
cItose til fIllDP onboard IS to 
empower SMEs to scale, thrive 
and ooUaborate. 

"We do that through our 
two high impact goals where 
we drive sustainable financial 
inclUSion, but also stimulate 
entrepreneurship and 
services," she said. 

Isaac Shaka, a 
communications officer at the 
finance ministry, said their 
ministry will fully participate 
in the Pakasa Conference and 
share relevant information 
on the various development 
programmes Ugandans are 
supposed to benefit from 
including information on the 
tenfold growth strategy of 
government that seeks to drive 
Uganda's economy [rom the 
currenl $61 b to over $500b in 
the next 15 years. 

"We encourage Ugandarts in 
business and those who plan 
to sran businesses to come for 
the Pakasa Forum and learn 
from successful entrepreneurs 
and business expens to guide 
them on what they need to 
do to stan and nm suocessful 
businesses," Shaka stated. 
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