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Editorial 

QUOTE OF 
THE DAY 

Kenya·s Foreign Affairs cabinet secretary Musalia Mudavadi: "We are not going to go to war [with 
Uganda over access to the sea]. We have always, since time immemorial, provided free passage for goods from landlocked 
countries. This is our internation~1 obligation) and it also helps our ports grow." 

EDITORIAL 

Govt should prioritise 
housing for teachers 

T
hisWeek,this newspaper ran a story of teachers in a Kam­
pala primary school who sleep in classrooms. 

Speaking at a recent commissioning of a Shs300mmul­
tipurpose hall donated to Mbuya Primary School by the 

Classic Leader Foundation, the head teacher, Mr Jonathan 
Mukinusu, expressed appreciation for the donation and rein­
forced the plea for teacher housing, revealing that some $ff 
have been forced to sleep in classrooms. 

"About six teachers and two support staff sleep in class­
rooms. The issue of teachers' accommodation has been long 

. overdue. Some travel long distances to access the school,"he 
said. 

• The Issue: 
Teachers' 
housing. 

Our view: 
Government 
should 
champion 
public-private 
partnerships. 
Just like the 
case in Mbuya, 
this can be 
through 
philanthropy 
or by allowing 
private 
investors to 
buildstaff:­
quarters on 
school land, 
which the 
government ~ 
then rents for 
teachers. 

This is symbolic of a bigger problem of 
teacher welfare that has run in our ed­
ucation system for a long time. At the 
beginning of the Third Term, teachers 
under their umbrella body, the Ugan­
da National Teachers' Union (Unatu), 
laid down their tools for more than a 
month over the government's fail~ to 
enhance the salaries of arts and prima-
ryteachers. . 

Besides the little or sometll:p.es delayed 
payment, the other major challenge that 
the teachers face is the issue of welfare. 
Most schools do not have accommoda­
tion for the teachers, forcing many to 
commute from far distances, or, like the 
Mbuya Primary School, find degrading 
ways of living to avoid rent and trans­
port. 

President Museveni has pledged to 
build houses for teachers, the most re­
cent commitment coming in July dur­
ing the arts teachers' strike over delayed 
salary enhancement. The promise is; 
part of the1government's strategy to im-, 
prove teacher welfare. 

But the government needs to treat 
the matter of teachers' accommodation 
with urgency. The government in this 
financial year reduced its allocation to 
the education sector despite the glaring 
demands across the sector. More mon­
ey should be allocated specifically for 

. teachers'housing. 
The government should also continuously review the cri­

teria for determining hard-to-reach allowances so that more 
teachers CqIl be motivated. This will, in the long term, in­
crease teacher retention, especially in the post-Covid era 
where many teachers are opting for other opportunities. 

Finally, the government should champion public-private 
partnerships. Just like the case in Mbuya, this can be through 
philanthropy or by allowing private investors to build staff 
quarters on school land, which the government then rents for 
teachers. 

Until the issue of teachers' welfare is addressed, the absen-
teeism and late arrival vice will not end. • 

o rcommltment to you 
We pledge: 
• To be accurate and fair in all we-do. 
• To be respectful to all in our pursuit ofthe truth. 
• To refuse to accept any compensation beyond that 

provided by Monitor Publications Ltd_ for what we do in 
oUt'.news gathering and decision-making. 

Further, we ask that we be informed whenever you feel 
that we have fallen short in our attempt to keep these 
commitments . .-

Cartoon. Incumbent Lwemiyaga County MP Theodore Ssekikubo has petitioned the EC challenging Brig 
Emmanuel Rwashande's nomination. 
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Byabakama: stay resolute 
and ignore blackmail 

V
adimir Ilyich Ulyanov, better known as 

Lenin,once defined political blackma'il as 
"the threat of exposing, or the actual ex­
posure, of true, but more often invented, 

stories to cause an opponent political dam­
age, of slandering hi.m, or of depriving him of 
the possibility of engaging in political activi- . 
ty."His words ring true today as Uganda's Elee- . 
toral Commission (EC) faces a wave ofunwar­
ranted attacks. 
In recent days, the EC has come under in- ; 

tense criticism after declaring Ms Phiona ' 
Nyamutoro, MP-elect for Nebbi District, un­
opposed on November 13. This followed the 
Commission's decision to nullify the nomina­
tion of her sole challenger,Ms Mercy Abedi­
can, of the National.Dnity Platform (NUP). 

Ms Nyamutoro currently serves as Minister 
of State for Energy and Mineral Development. 
Ms Abedican fell into trouble after a petition 
filed by one ofNyamutoro's supporters, who 
alleg.ed that several of the nominators she 
submitted had never consented to endorse 
her. Their signatures were reportedly forged, 
and in an even more troubling twist, some of 
those listed were registered supporters of the 
National Resistance Movement (NRM). 

With evidence proving beyond a reasonable 
doubt that the signatures had been falsified, 
the EC tribunal had no legal alternative but 
to cancel Abedican's nomination and declare 
Nyamutoro unopposed. 

What followed was a predictable storm: ac­
cusations, insults, and political outrage from 
NUP sympathisers and select civil society ac­
tors who have made a habit of shouting down 
any decision that does not favour them. Their 
argument, recycled at every opportunity, is 

Political blackmail has 
become a thriving en­
terprise in this countr¥ 

that the EC is "in bed"with the ruling NRM to 
block Opposition candidates. Yet the facts do 
not support their narrative. 

Just days earlier, on November 5, the EC also 
declared Mr Ofwono Opondo unopposed af­
ter his opponent, Mr Mpande Joram Kigenyi 
of the Democratic Party (OP), conceded and 
withdrew his candidature.Mr Kigenyi was ac­
cused offorging signatures and not obtaining 
consent from 10 ofhis nominators. The rules 
were applied consistenfrbregardless ofpolit­
icalparty. 

The EC must not be intimidated or pres­
sured into abandoning its responsibility to 
uphold the law and ensure fraudulent candi­
dates do not make it to the ballot. There ap­
pears to be a deliberate and orchestrated ef­
fort, particularly among elements within 
NUP .and certain activists, to blackmail the 
Commission and discourage strict adherence 
to electoral procedures. 
It is incumbent upon political parties them­

selves to conduct due diligence before en-

dorsing candidates. 
Article 61(l Xf) of the Constitution empow­

ers the EC to hear and determine election 
complaints arising before and during polling. 
The EC is, therefore,fully within its mandate. 

Unfortunately, a distorted political culture 
has taken root in Uganda's political class. Too 
many aspirants are becoming shameless 
blackmailers, to avoid legal requirements,yet 
demanding privileges. One cannot aspire to 
public office while engaging in forgery and 
still expect to be treated as a victim. The re­
quirements set by the EC are designed to 
test integrity; if one cannot meet these basic 
standards, they cannot be trusted with pub­
lic leadership. 

, Those now attacking the EC appear to have 
~ abandoned any sense of shame. What exactly 
, did they expect the EC to do? Ignore evidence 

of fraud? Look away when procedures are 
blatantly violated? If the Commission had 
done so,it would have violated the law. 

Political blackmail has become a thriving 
enterprise in this country.Houts of radio and 
television airtime are spent on indiscipline 
masquerading as political analysiS. Many of . 
these critics contribute nothing to national 
progress but dominate public platforms with 
noise and conspiracy theories. 
It is time the media denied space to such 

trivial schemers, whose only interest is to cre­
ate chaos rather than build the nation. Doing • 
so would offer a lesson to others who may be 
tempted to follow their path. 

Uganda urgently needs a shift in political 
culture, one that rewards diligence, integri­
ty, and respect for the law. All political actors 
must be held to the same standard. And the .. b 

EC must remain steadfast, resist blackmail, 
and continue enforcing electoral laws with­
out fear or favour. 
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