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WH J VOTERS INT: THE CASE OF 
w:=:.:~ Rigbo ... koUo 

Irres 21-year-old 
who is one week 

gn-iDg binh to her 
Her hope for a safer 

lies the haods of 
:boeo'er h" """5 Uganda's next 

ptesidtuL 
.><iIJflII& m a bard-to-reach area, 

Saxti.1 bas acIue\'ed only two 
amman! throughout her 
~ the nearest health 
o:mre IS many IoJomerres away, 
and each IDp COStS over sh25,ooo, 
an amount that she and her 
unemplo)ed husband cannot 
alford. 

-lla:sI went to the hospital when 
I was &;" months pregnant. I don't 
"''f!Il !mow the sex of my child, The 
traditional birth attendant teUs me 
that I will give binh at the end of 
!Ius month, I go to her often and 
she examines my beUy and says 
the ~. is line. - Saitba told The 

" ...... Visao1L 
Sad:(;, 's JOU!DeY IOtO motherhood 

begaa 100 early_ She was only aged 
'5 ibm she became pregnant, a 
few mamhs after the COVlD-t9 
lcddown. 

,11m scbooIs dosed, I was 
in Pnmary Seven_ My brothers 
oompIained that I was eating too 
mud:! food since I wasn't studying, 
They swpped supporting me, I 
went m 1001< for casual work, but 
I was 5CIIDlIled_ later, my family 
mamed me otrto a man in Madi­
OkoUo main town. When I gOl 
pregnant. his family S31d I was 100 
young and chased me away and I 
went back home.- Saxti.1 gy 

After four years of strugghn& 
alone with her first child, Saidia's 
family arranged another marriage 
for her with the man responsible 
for her pregnancy, But this 
relationship, too, has been marked 
by hardship and abu~. 

"He drinks alcohol anC!"6eats me. 
I don't even have clothes for the 
baby," Saitba says. 

Her story mirrors that of many 
young women across West Nile, a 
sub-region snugg1ing with teenage 
pregnancies, early marriages and 
limited acx:ess to healthcare. 

Although the Ministry of Health 
banned the use of traditional 
birth aoendants, many women in 
remote areas like Rlgbo still rely on 
them. 

Chen I went to the hospital, 
!her told me to buy medicine from 
• c:bruc. I had no money. At home, 
the uadi,Iie~ bi\1h aJlend3lJt ", 
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doesn't ask for payment, and II 
is where I am planning to delwer 
from," Saidia says. 

Her wish toward the next 
president is simple yet profound. 

"' want to get a skill If tailoring 
or soap-malr.ing programmes were 
brought near us, , would join. We 
also need a health centre in our 
sub-county because mothers here 
give binh in their houses," 
Saidia adds. 

During a recent Forum for 
Democratic Change (FDC) 
raUy in Madi-OkoUo, several 
women, who The WeMmd 
Vision talked to shared similar 
snuggles, Among them was 
Phiona Ababiku, t8, who came 

her 10 hszn 10 the 

aodala Mafabi. 
"Our hospitals are 

very far. My mother 
helped me deliver 
at home. I have 
heard of girls 
dying while giving 
binh, but others 
prefer 

----
home delivery because walking 
to the hospital is too hard. Some 
people even say giving binh at 
home shows strength, • Saidia says. 

"The next president should 
make sure doctors come to 
immunise children in viUages. 
Many husbands don't give their 
wives money for transpon. And 
the Government should punish 
men who beat their wives by 
setting tough laws because, 
amendy, men have more powers 
Ibm us," Saidia says. 

U I'S PLEDGE 
Ills rallies in Madi-OkoUo 

, tafabi pledged to 
a/Iocate ts' of 

the natJOIL1l 
~lDthe 

S<aX_ 

'1deaed. 
NmdaIa 
held rallies at 
Matangacia 

viUage, Rigbo 
sub-rounty; Kam 

Kam trading centre 
and Leju town 
council in Terego 
disttict. 
"The FDC 

"Mothers are forced to buy 
drugs that should be free. We shau 
ensure hospitals are weU equipped, 
doctors are weU paid and all 
mothers receive care without 
paying acoin,· Mafabi said. 

He also promised to establish 
district-level skilling hubs to 
empower both the educated and 
non-educated youth. 

·We can't talk about fixing the 
economy when young people have 
no jobs and skills. Every district 
will have a training centre with 
stan-up capital and machines for 
graduates," he said. 

IN NUMBERS 

378,790 
The number of t eenaqe births 
recorded In 2021 by the Health 
Manaqement Information 
System, 

MUSEVENI'S MAGIC 
On this year's Women's Day, 
President Yoweri Museveni, who 
is also the NRM presidential 
candidate, reaflirrned that these 
programmes aim at boosting 
women's participation in 
income-generating activities 
and empowering them to make 
infonned Ufe decisions. 
Ye~ for women like Saidia, 

these interventions remain distant 
dreams. The nearest hospital, 
training centre and opponunity aU 
seem too far away. 

As the country moves towards 
the 2026 elections, many voices, 
including Saidia's, are aslr.ing 
leaders to prioritise bringing 
services closer, protecting women 
from violence and giving young 
mothers a chance to rebuild their 
lives. 

In 202r, Uganda experienced a 
surge in teenage binhs, with the 
Health Management Infonnation 
System recording 378,790 births, a 
7'lb increase over the previous five­
year average. This contributed to 
a national teenage pregnancy rate 
of about 2S% for girls aged 15-t9, 
with the rates potentiaUy higher 
during school closures caused by 
the COVlD-19 lockdown. About 
250 children under the age of [5 
became pregnant monthly in 2021, 

and 34% of girls were married by 
the age of t8. 

Under Moseveni's skilling hub 
Initiative, a total of 4.560 youth 
and women have been admitted 

.1' It" 
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YOU G OMEN IN REMOTE AREAS 
to the 19 presidential ind~ 
hubs across the country. "!be " 
undenake a six-month ''00'''''''' 
training course that gives 
head-stan. 

The new pledge is for the 
Government to provide SIZn 

capital for graduates from tbese 
skilling hubs, and also 
the types of courses offi:nd 
construction of zonal iIldusc:>Il 
centres to improve voc::a.ticxa. 
skilling, and the introduCbOll 
the university graduates fimd 
suppon graduates with ca 
the other promises that the • 
has tabled for the youth sud! 
Saidia 

Museveni said the skilling 
is key to Uganda's econoIl1lC 
transformation. 

When he commissioned the 
Bunyoro Zonal Presidential 
Skilling Hub in Kiryana­
Myebanyakalongo viliage. 
Kimengo sub·county in ~ 
district, in March this year. 
Museveni described the ill" iIIIaI~ 
as pan of waking up Afua 
the economic slumber. 

The Government's cause 
establish zonal industrial 
Museveni said, is a cata/ysl 
empowerment of youth mil 
turning them into a p 
human resource for the 

Citing the Kawumu 
factory as a success SIDrV. 
Museveni said: OlPIb:iotisty. 1ft! 

were exporting raw bides. 
were turned into shoes and belts 
abroad. Now, with Kawumu, we 
are processing our own leather, 
and the Bunyoro skilling bub is 
using it to make shoes. This is bow 
we wake up as Ugandans," 

To suppon the youth in self­
employment, the President said the 
Government would inject funds 
into the district saving schemes to 
enable the young people borrow 
stan-up capital for business 
ventures. 

At the launch of Bunyoro skilling 
hub this year, the First lady and 

. . er of Education and Spons, 
Janet Museveni, said skilling 

the youth helps them to engage 
in gainful employment and also 
create employment for themselves 
and other youth . 

• And so, as we commiSSlQll 
youth skilling hub, we C3DDOI 

forget to thank God who made 
this initiative possible because 

ess He builds a house, we - the 
bourers - labour in vain," Mrs 

MU5eVtmi'-said?:l1" -.( ~I :.? .. L 

The First lady added: 
"Human capital development 

vnI in our quest to evolve 
a peasant to a modem and 

jliospetous country. Therefore, the 
sblIing of our young population 
n:mams a top priority. This is why 
~ elfon is being made to avail 
skiIliI1' og opponunities in every pan 
el the country as resources become 
znil.able." 

The FtrSI Lady added that skills 
development bas the potential to 
lIlgger economic growth because 
or its ability to accommodate formal 
and non-formal training for the 
people. 

"Those who drop out of formal 
education still have an opponunity 
to maximise their potential. In 
addition to the many opponunities 
that the Government ofTers through 
our formal education programmes 
in the technical and vocational 
educationandtralning~n 
instinnions that are spread across 
the counny, this presidential 
initiative provides an opponunity 
to the vulnerable youth in our 
communities who may not afford to 

» THE GOVEIIIMEIT'S CAUSE TO ESTABLISH 
ZONAL INDUSTRIAL HUBS, PRESIDENT 
MUSEYENI SAID, IS A CATALYST 10R 
EMPOWERMENT OF YOm AND TURNING 
THEM 1Il10 A PRODUCTIft HUMAN 
RESOURCE FOR THE COUIITIY. 

attend the formal school system for 
various reasons," Mrs Museveni 
said. 

"I believe as we continue on 
this path. the Government will be 
able to equip its human resource 
for a productive economy, as well 
as reduce youth unemployment 
in our coUDlly. For a country that 
Is endowed wllh both human and 
natural resources, our focus should 
be to equip our human resource 
with the nea!SSary skills in order 
to unlock our productivity as a 

country," the Slid. 
She also calJod 

able-bodied U lIt IMr 
advantage of the 
provided to acqmrr 
and skills to bendil 
and their comm 

"With the enaammr 
Act 2025, the 
and Spons will ..,.. be 
regulate programmes 

ensure they bendir'~:::~~ also align with the 
Government," irs Slid. 

KYAGULANYI'S OFFER 
For Roben Kyagulanyi, aka Bobi 
Wine, the National Unity Platform 
presidential candidate, a radical 
overhaul of the country's education 
sy:mm IS the answer to the cries of 
the people such as Saidia. 

Owing his campaigns, 
Kyagulanyi has also pledged to 
introduce free education from 
primary to university level if 
elected president in the 2026 

general election. 
He said many Ugandan families 

are srruggling to pay school fees, 
noting that his administration 
would ensure access to education 
for all. 

Kyagulanyi said the burden 
of school fees has forced many 
learners to drop out of school, and 
pledged to provide free meals in all 
public schools. He also pledges to 
create 10 million jobs. 

MUNTU'S TAKE 
For Maj. Gen. Mugisha Muntu, 
the Alliance for National 
Transformation (AN1) presidential 
candidate, the answer to Saidia lies 
in the creation of avenues for them 
to access affordable credit facilities. 

During his campaigns, Muntu 
has pledged to introduce 
Community Empowerment Funds, 
which be said would help women 
and ymIh aa:ess Iow-mterest loans 

III) SWl small and medrum-sized 
tiikipuses. 

-·""'U·WA 
For Iobarak Munyagwa, the 
<:.mmon Man's Party presidential 
c:an,fidate, the answer to Saidia lies 
m empowering the youth for self­
rehance. Munyagwa pledged to 
rollout skilling initiatives at every 
village level 

He also pledged to ofTer free 
education, meals and medical care 
to all s~ng children. 

"In my government, pupils 
will get free food at school, free 
medical treatment, and pregrtaDt 
women will get free antenatal 
care," Muoyagwa said during his 
campaigns io PakwaCh district. 

He also criticised the civil 
servants and government 
officials over what he described 
as "mismanagement- or public 
resources meant for education, 
healthcare and oaoonaI 
developmeru. 

"This Govmu::ienI has a lot of 
money. ~. money is 
JUS! SUllen br a few ~ple. The 

, money' . our itftt!, eatt!l 
take care or pregnant women and 
their babIeS." Murryagwa said. 
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