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_Ensure health facilities are easily accessible,PWDs tell govt 
BY ALEXASHABA 

HOIMA. Persons with disabilities ; 
(PWDs) have appealed to the govern- ; 
ment to ensure that health facilities are : 
easily accessible and their amenities are : 
user-friendly to PWDs. . 

Speaking at the 38th advocacy com- : 
memoration in Hoima City on Friday : 
last week, Ms Esther Kyozira, the chief ; 
executive officer of the National Union ; 
of Disabled Persons of Uganda (NUD- : 
IPU), said: "Access to health is a human : 

right, and when we talk about equali­
ty and equity, we emphasise equal ac­
cess to quality health services for every­
one. The communication gap between 
health workers and patients with disa­
bilities remains one of the most serious 
challenges in the healthcare system." 

She added: 'We still struggle with the 
attitudes of some health workers who 
think persons with diSabilities do not 
have equal rights when it comes to ac­
cessing health services ... Some retiJie to 
communicate with us simply because 

Key ch II nges. 
... some health wor­

kers ... think persons 
with disabilities do not 
have equal rights ... 
Some refuse to 
communicate with us 
simply because we 

do not speak." . Esther Kyozira, the 
chief executive officer of NUDIPU .' 

: we do not speak. Others fail to get infor­
: mation from us because theY assume 

we cannot hear or understand." 
Ms Kyozira further pointed to the 

growing number ofPWDs in the coun- . 
try. "According to the most recent na­
tional census, 13.2 percent of Uganda's 
population are persons with disabilities. 
This is a significant proportion that can-
not be ignored,"she noted. . 

Ms Hashimu Mukama, the chairper­
son ofBunyoro People Living with Disa­
bilities,said there is a need to protect pa­

, tient privacy,particularly for individuals 
who have a hearing impairment and re~ 

quire sign language interpreters. 
"Health workers should at least pos­

sess basic sign language skills as part of 
their training,"she said. 

The Hoima Resident City Commis­
sioner, Mr Badru Mugabi, said the gov­
ernment and other stakeholders should 
ensure that an inclusive health system 

. that leaves no person with disabilitY be­
hind. 

editorial@ug.nationmedia.com 
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Why Kadaga fell out with 
Busoga Kingdom premier 

Locals warned .­
again~t reJigious 
sectarIanISm 
BY ROBERT MUHEREZA 

KIGEZI. Civil society organisations 
have expressed concern over religious 
sectarianism that they said has in­
creased in Kigezi Sub-region in the on­
going electoral process. 

Busoga prime minister 
Joseph Muvawala warns 
against dragging the 
kingdom into politics 

.while Ms Kadagaaccus­
es him of undermining 
her .. 

BYABUBAKERKffiUNDA 
.A 

A 
power struggle is brewing in Bu­
soga, with the First Deputy Prime 

• Minister, Ms Rebecca Kadaga ac­
cusing the kingdom's Prime Min­

ister, Dr Joseph Muvawala, of under­
mining her and plotting to weaken her 
influence in the sub-region. 

The duo, once allies in the election of 
Kyabazinga William Gabula NadiQpe N 

-=~ 2014,have fallen out, ~ 
Ms Kadaga accuses Dr Muvawala, who 

go the kingdom's prime minister job 
after the #tection of Kyabazinga Nadi­
ope Iv, ofprioritising personal interests 
aver Busoga's development. 

Ms Kadaga and President Museveni 
played key roles in resolving unrest 
arising out of disagreements over the 
Kyabazinga throne, which lasted about 
six years .. 

Kyabazinga wrangles 
The death ofKyabazinga Henry Wako 

Muloki in.2008'lnarked the beginning 
of kingship wars in Busoga, with Prince 
Edward Columbus Wambuzi, the heir 
of Muloki, facing off against a section of 
Basoga loyal to Prince William Nadiope, 
tbe son of the Kyabazinga Wilberforce 
Nadiope, whom Muloki replaced. 

The Nadiope faction was led by Ms 
Kadaga, while the Wambuzi group was 
led by the then Busoga Kingdom pre­
mier Wilson Muwereza 
The Kadaga team argued that Mu­

loki's installation was a temporary ar­
rangement, meant to hold the throne 
for Prince Nadiope, who was too young 
to ascend at the time of his father's 
death. 
~ "They believed Mr Nadiope should 

have been crowned king after Muloki's 
death. However, the Muwereza faction 
said Muloki's heir, Prince Wambuzi, 
should have become king. 

Ms Kadaga, the Kamuli Woman legis­
lator who was S'peaker of Parliamen.t 
at the time, tried to use her position to 
resolve the Kyabazinga conflict but in 
~ ;: -::- ~ ' . 

The executive director of Kigezi Hu­
j . man Rights Foundation,Mr Daniel Egu­

rna and the chief executive officer of 
Kick Corruption out ofUganda,Mr Rob­
ert Kakuru, last Wednesday cautioned 
locals against voting for candidates 
based on their religious affiliations. 

" .... the leaders of the different reli­
gious groups are mobilising their fol­
lowers to elect political leaders from 
their faiths regardless of the manifestos 
being presented to them by candidates 
vying for different political seats. If this 
trend is not ad~it may deny the 
citizens a chance of electing able leader­
ship that can cause development in the 
area,"Mr Kakuru said 

Mr Eguma accused tl}e Electoral Com­
mission of not doing enough to stop the 
vice. "If the citizens are fully educated 
on their rights in an electoral process, 
sectarian tendencies in the electoral 
processes will be fully adctre'ssed," Mr 
Egumasaid. 

The First Deputy Prime Minister, East African Affairs Minister and Kamuli Woman MP, Ms Rebecca Kadaga, addresses 
; residents at Bugadde Primary School in Mayuge District recently. PHOTOS/TAUSI NAKATO 

'!be Kabale District NRM party public­
ity secretary, Mr Edison Turyahabwa, 
acknowledged that religious ~an­
ism is weakening the party and asked 
President Museveni to addreSs it 

Dr Joseph MuvawaJa, the Busoga 
Kingdom prime minister. 

the conflict between the two groups di­
rected Ms Kadaga to team up with the 
11 hereditary chiefs entrusted with 
the work of electing the Kyabazinga to 
come up with a substantive king with­
in the shortest time poSSlble and facili­
tated them for polling, which favoured 
MrNadiope. 

who at the time was a senior official of 
the National Planning Authority, to be­
come a prime minister in Kyabazinga 
Nadiope's regime. 

Ms Musumba said the rift between Ms 
. Kadaga and Dr Muvawala is because he 
has forgotten those who suppbrtedhim 
tobecomep~er. 

"A number ofus led by Ms Kadaga sat 
to select Muvawala as prime minister 

, on behalf of Kyabazinga but he cannot 
, remember this;' Ms Musumba said. 

She added: "Muvawala now thinks 
that he is above everybody in Busoga, 
which is wrong." 

Mr Peter Okocha Kasolo, the Jinja City 
mayor,argued that both Ms Kadaga and 
Muvawala have different interests, as 
far as culture and economic develop­
ments are concerned. 
"If you recall the time when Nyege 

Nyegefirst came to Busoga,Dr Muvawa­
la was opposed to it as a cultural lead­
er but Ms Kadaga differed from him on 
grounds that locals were going to earn a 
lot of money; which would develop the 
area,"Mr Kasolo said. 

At a welcome party organised by a sec­
tion of people in Busoga in September, 

Muvawala's'appointment Ms Kadaga accused Dr Muvawala of 
Ms Kadaga and other stakeholders in hindering the development of the Ki­

construction taking place in Mbarara, 
Arua and other parts, 1 told the Presi­
dent that Kimaka in Jinja City should 
also be considered and he accepted but 
when the people constructing it went 
to pick murrum in Buwekula, which 
we had paid for to put up a runway,Mu­
vawala brought soldiers to stop them," 
Ms Kadaga said. 

She added: "1 was informed that he 
told them that that airport belongs to 
me and as I talk now, its development 
stopped" 

Muvawala's response 
While addressing people during the 

Kyabazinga's 11th coronation.ceremo­
ny at the kingdom headquarters in 
Bugembe,Dr Muvawala warned politi­
cians against dragging the kingdom in­
to politics. 

'We are entering into political sea­
son but please don't bring your politics 
into Kyabazingaship. Therefore, if you 
have been defeated, don't accuse us,"Dr 
Muvawala said. . 

He emphasised that the kingoom 
will back politicians who support it,im­
plyipg officials would prioritise those 
who contribute to Busoga's growth. 

"There is need for urgent intervention 
if the NRM party support is to remain 
solid in this area,"Mr Turyahabwa said. 

The spokesperson of the Electoral 
Commission,Mr Julius Mucunguzi,said 
that religious sectarianism is against 
the law. 

"Creating awareness about the dan­
gers of religious sectarianism should 
not wait for elections. Voter civic edu­
cation, civic awareness must be a con­
tinuous process not only done by the 
Electoral Commission because, accord­
ingto the Uganda Constitution, Uganda 
Human Rights Commission is the body 
mandated to undertake civic education 

. and the Electoral Commission under­
takes voter education. The issue of civic 
awareness of people knowing their re­
sponsibilities as citizens requires every­
body. Those blaming the arrangement 
forget that they are supposed to be part 
of the solutions,"Mr Mucunguzi said 

The Director of the Justice and Peace 
Commission for the Kabale Diocese, 
Fr Balthazar Ndyomugabe, said they 
would intensity their civil education • 
efforts. "Religious sectarianism is just 
a symptom of lack of civic education. 
Fighting poverty in communities is one 
way of em~ . c mmunity mem-~a,~udingMsProscO . ~am~ : maka~ v " 
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