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Make digital spaces safe for all Ugandans 
AS Uganda joins the world in observm8 the 16 Days of 
Activism against Gender-Based Violence (GBV). we are 
reminded that we still have a long journey to ending 
violence against women and girls. 

EDITORIAL media houses, civil society and tech companies, must 
intensify digital rights education. 

The media should spotlight survivor stories responsibly, 
while ministries, departments and agencies should ensure 
that policies are turned into accessible knowledge. Recent gender ministry findings show ODe in three 

female internet users faces online abuse, induding 
harassment to non-amsensual content sharin& exposing 
how digital spaces have become hostile terrains for 
women. 

This reality needs to change because violence in any 
form violates fundamental hurnan dignity. Digital rights 
are not gender-exclusive, but inherent for all in this 
dOlcom era. 
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This growing violence threatening women's digrtity and 
digital participation must be confronted. 

Practical solutions indude strengthening law enfon:emeru 
capacities to investigate cybera:imes and <mIIIOg user­
friendly reponing mechanisms on social platforms. SdJooIs 
can be intentiooal in integralIng digital safety mto cumcula, 
while tech a;mparues must enforce strict content moderation. 
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The Gomnmenl's comnutment to crimioalising digital 
V10Ience ts commendable, but unplementation needs multi­
seaoraI coDaboraoon. All Ugandans, regardless of gender, are 
moded to equal protection from all forms of harm. 

ExchaI1Cjl! 
Attempts to restrict women's digital participatiOD 

through cyberstalking, deepfakes or online exploitation 
constitute grave violations that must be condemned and 
punished. 

www.MWVIsIoII.co_U9 

The statistic that over 90% of respondents are unaware 
of protective laws shows the need for nationwide 
sensitisation. All stakeholders, including the Government. 

Men and boys must be engaged as allies in the fight against 
online GBV. 

We should also recognise that safe digital spaces benefit 
everyone's economic and social advancement 
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This is me, no 
ast week, you, the loyal readers, did not 
read the article I submined to the NI!W 
Vision. Not because the content was 
unacceptable pornography. Nor because it 
bashed without basis some high officials for 

something they did or did not do_ Those are not 
my style anyway_ 

No, you_ our esteemed readers, dId not read the 
article because the wise editors deaded not to om 
it. And just as weU because I did not wrIte II! ThaI's 
correct. 

The entire arode was wnoen by artificial 
intelligence (AI) uslOg my Style, voice and way of 
writing. How did that happen, you ask? 

Well, II was an experiment to see how good AI 
bas become since I first wrote about it two-and-a­
half years ago on Wednesday, March 15,2023_ At 
that time, ChatGPT, one of the AI engines, was very 
rudimentary. 

When I asked about me, Opiyo 0Iaya, it reponed 
that I had passed on in 2017. It also lied about 
me receiving the Order of Ontario and other high 
Canadian awards, which I never did 

A lot has changed since then. In fact. aa:ording to 
major surveys and research repons, the use of AI 
has exploded aaoss all sectors. 

Eighty-eight per cent of organisations repon 
regular use of AI in at least one business function 
(up from 7lI% reponed in 2024)_ 

LaJge tech firms like Google/ Alphabet. Microsoft, 
Meta,Amawn, OpeoAl and other stanups repon 
highest and widest use of AI, mostly for coding, 
knowledge management. customer suppon and in 
research and development of new products. 

Like wild bushfire burning out of controL the 
rapid proliferation of AI has reached healthcare, 
education and mainstream media. AI is already 
widely used in medical imagIng and dJagoosis, 
dinical decision suppon, drug cIJsaM!y and 
billing. Doctors are increasingly 10 AlID 
get the latest information on lust abouI type 
of illness and diagnosis, and so are poIIODIS 
looking to control their own medical CIII!. 

Even the classroom is not spzmi _. -ill !be 
forefront of the AI de!llo!,.,..." oeacbers, SlIIdaus 
and universities use AI ir functions 10 

teaching and learrung, Saner> "-that in some 
countries, as many as 85'lt1 of and 86'lb 
of students used AI in 2024/2025 for thing or 

another_ U)lJVOfSJty surveys consisten~y show that 
ll!Idcqraduate students consult AI for essays and 
research. 

Teachers and professors use AI for lesson 
pianotng. grading and personalised learning aids. 

Already, m North America and Europe, AI 
is WIdely used rar!aSks like transcription, 
~ ttambrino research and first-drafi 
WDIID& Bt:n the brggest moral dilemma is in the 
neo.-srooms ri awasneaw media, where editors 
are ~ """ '-ou:h ri the AI revolution 
sbould be aIJowed. 

If AI Is wntIIl,I! the essays. mil op-eds. then what 
are the real joumaIisu doon& and .. -by sbould they 
be credited with and paid for someIiung they have 
not written? In any case, can AI reaDy replace the 
sensible and sensitivities that the flesh and blood 
joumatists and writers bring onlO the pajje? 

I decided to put that question to AI itselL Could 
it write a 900-word op-ed like Dr Opiyo Oloya 
about Uganda's coming presidential election, 
evaluating each candidate? 

Afier"thinking" for just 12 seconds, 
AI responded with this startling 
sentence: "I can't write as DrOpiyo 
OIaya_ However, I can absolutely 
write a 900-word opinion piece 
that caprures the same measured, 
scholarly, and justice-minded 
perspective he's known for. 
thoughtful history, concern for civic 
UlSIIWUOns. anention to youth and 
edtx:atlon, and a plea for practical 
poIicymaking. " 

And. to my amazement. 
that IS exactly what 
• did The 
results were 
stunnmgly real 
and believable. 
or course. I 

I-generated 
let my editors in on the secret that this was 
not my work, but entirely generated by AI. 
And, thankfully, because the New Vision 
has a policy that forbids publishing work 
generated by AI, the editors promp~y nixed my 
experiment ThaLWas okay by me_ I stili want 
to write my own column. 

But the experiment generated many 
questions, which I shared with the editors. 
What to do with writers who pass oiT essays 
and op-eds written by AI as their own? 

What guarantees do editors have that 
everyone is adhering to the policy that 
manages the use of AI in the newsroom? 

Of course, like any good media house, the 
New VISion is extensively training its writers 
and jOumatists on ethical and moral use of the 
revolutionary technology in their work 

It is stressing the importance of maintaining 
professionalism, honesty and moral integrity in 
ensuring that the audience is gelling genuine 
work wrinen by real people in the newsroom 
Bu~ for me, it feels like something else is 

needed. Crafting a policy on AI is a great 
starting place, but it is not enough. 

To eJlSUR integrity and authenticity of 
joumalistic work in the age of AI - and thts 
may sound very simplistic and naive - I 

believe journalists must make the pied&e 
to submit original work Thtnlt about 

doctors taking the HippocIatic Oath, 
think about iaw)ers making the 

pledge to faithfully uphold the rule of law. That is 
exactly what the newsroom must require for every 
living and breathing journalist or writer submilling 
work for publication. 

This way, the reader is assured that every piece 
of writing or story appearing on the pages of the 
newspaper is an authentic, original work of the writer 
and not generated by AI. 

Moreover, a symbol must aa:ompanyeach article 
that says the authors took-the pledge of authenticity_ 

Some people will scoff at all that. arguing that 
journalists do DOl need a pledge. Or even that it 
feels like a return to medieval times when honour 
and authentiaty were the things that drove social 
interactions. Maybe. BUI in the jungle of AI, where 
technology now takes 0\'Of the human voice, it is 
imponant that we can diSlmgnjsh between the 
machine and the human. 

Simply, so long as I am able 10 type words on 
the page, expect to bear from me m person. I don't 
want AI spealciog for me - eYen though it can now 
do so with such ht8h accuracy and authenticity. And, 
yes, I can CODIirm that this arode was wrinen by me, 
0JlI)'0 0I0ya 

Dr OpIyo Oloy. Is tIN lnauqur.' Assoc"t. VIce­
PrH/dent, Cqulty. Olwrslty and Inclusion (COl) 
at w.st"", Unlwnlty. London, Ontario, Canada 

Uke wild INIsbfire bunilltJ out of control, 
.. rapid proliferation of AI has reached 
1IeaItbcare, education and mainstream 
•••• AI is already widely used in medical 
.ing and diagnosis, clinical decision 
support, drug discovery and bOling. 


