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TVET ENROLMENT INCREASES BY 320% 
By John Ma •• ba 

A 
record 137.546 
candidales have 
registered for the 
November-December 
national Technical 

and Vocational Education and 
Training assessments, malong 
a 320% surge in numbers 
oompared to last year. 

According to the Uganda 
VocationalandT~mcal 
Examinations Board (UVTAB), 
this number has risen from 
32,726 candidates in 2024, 
signalling what officials 
describe as the strongest shift 
yet towards the TVET pathway. 

UVTAB executive secrelary 
Onesmus Oyesigye said the 
increase mirrors growing 
public oonfidence in vocational 
training. 

~B OAD 
O'lRH.«l 

These exams are the 
third since the TVET Act, 
2023, which merQed the 
Uganda Business and 
Technical Examinations 
Board (USTEB) and the 
Oil eclotift of industrial 
TratninQ (I)IT) into 
UVTAB. 

Under the new 
structure, UVT AB 
manilQes the national 
curriculum, assessments 
and examinations across 
all TVET disciplines, 
ensuring consistency and 
quality. 

"We are pleased to repon a 
record number of candidates 
enroUed on various TVET 
programmes this year," 
Oyesigye said, adding that 
the nationwide assessment 
series began recently with 
briefing sessions and wiU run 
until December 18 across 743 
centres. 

Students of Nakawa Vocational Ttalnlnq Colleqe dolnq practlcals, A record 137,546 candidate. have reqlstered for 
the November-December national Technical and Vocational Education and Ttalnlnq assessments this year 

Previously, UBTEB 
oversaw formal 
assessments that allowed 
academic progression, 
while OIT handled 
informal practicaf skills 
such as baking. 

The merqer, 
implemented In 
March,was to streamline 
skills development 
system in vocational 
centres. Of the registered candidates, 

80,654 are male and 56.89' 
female. 

The board registered 22,212 

candidates for modular and 
full-occupation assessments at 
Levels I and D, including the 
worker's pass. 

Oyesigye added that UVTAB 
has deployed 920 soouts 10 
enforce the TVET ACI NO.3 of 
202S, which prescribes stiff 

penaI1ies for malpr.laice. 
To etlS1m quality, more than 

2,sao '''''S''Y' for fonnal 
TVETand "'""l.OOO for 
infonnal TVET are carrying out 
on-site ~ evaluations. 
Police" supponing the 
delivery of assessment 
materials ID SlOf38l' facilities 
nationwide. 

Oyesrgye UQIed hlialtt of 
enlreS 10 set up Assessment 
Task Fo~ and waIl< closely 
with UVTAB field ollicers. He 
warned candidates and the 

public against malpr.laice, 
saying violations attrad severe 
consequences. 

SPECIAL NEEDS SUPPORT 
The board also registered 338 
candidates with special needs, 
including those with visual and 
hearing impainnents, chromc 
illnesses, inteUeCIUaJ disabilities 
and physical challenges. Over 
t50 specialised suppon staff, 
among them sign-language 
interpreters, guides and 
transcribers, wiU assist them. 

A spot check indicated a 
smooth stan to the exams. 

At Nakawa Vocational 
Training CoUege, the deputy 
principal, Michael Rujumba 
said the morning paper was 
applied mathematics, foUowed 
by life skills in the afternoon. 

"Everything was on time. 
Materials were delivered early 
and candidates were ready," 
he said. 

Rujumba said .06 candidates 
sat applied mathematics on 
day one, while 390 ~ 

level students wiU sit the 
entire assessment series. 
Diploma assessments begin on 
DecemberL 

UVTAB.principal 
communication officer Narasi 
Kambaho praised stakeholders 
for ensuring a smooth start. He 
said the aiSOSSments include 
both praCll~ and written 
oomponents, oonduCled under 
the Assessment Regulations. 

Kambaho said UVTAB 
has depio)'ed oompeIeIJI 
assessment IIIaIlI8"D and 

assessors and is warl<ing with 
serurity agencies to ensure 
suocessful delivery. 

"The board urges candidates 
and heads of centres to 
maintain integrity and create 
a oooducive environmenL We 
wish aD candidates the very 
best, • be said. 
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P 
upUs of Makale Bright Future 
Primary School in Lwamata 
sub-oounty, Kiboga distriCl, 
erupted in excitement 

Kiboga district pupils get desks a major boost for both the school and 
the oommumty. 

"God has answered our prayers," 
he said, adding that he started 

early this month as a truck 
delivering new classroom desks 
arrived. 

Learners helped omood the 35 
desks, wonh sh5.2m, donated by the 
Rotary Club of Nakasero Central and 
allocated to Primary Five, Six and 
Seven. 

SHORTAGE Of SEATS SOLVED 
Primary Five pupil lane Namubiru 
said the desks will ease oongestion. 

"I thank God my class has new 
desks. I will no longer squeeze 
myself or sit on the Ooor," she said. 

Namubiru added that the sbonlIge 
of seats had made learning 
and kept her from sitting m fmm. 
where she preferred 10 be. 

A primary seven pupil, George 
Mubiru, said many Ieamers drop 0\l1 

because of hardslups. 
"Some leli school", do casu.al 

worl<. Hardships force many to find 
ways of earning," he said. ' 

Resident lohn Musitwa 
welcomed the donation, 

saying aa:ess IE) H' IS 

a challm8r ~ KbaaIs are 
few. 

"13ef= t!BS scbDaI opeDl!1.lbe 
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Pupils of 
Makale 
Brlqht 
Future 
Primary 
School 
offload 
the desks 
that _re 
cIonated to 
them .arly · 
this month 

De3J"eS1 one was over IOkm away," he 
.... d 

Headtejlcher and school director 
limmy Tumanyim said the desks are 

the school to reduce the long 
distances pupils walked for L 
education. 

PREVIOUS DOIIAnOllS 
Tumanyini said the Rotarians also 
urged learners to take care of the 
desks and previous donations like 
water tanks . 

Rolary adviser Davis Barigye 
handed over the furniture after 
a fundraising drive led by club 
president lames Agaba. 

The past president, lover Tweheyo, 
said the dub adopted Lwamata as 
a model village for implementing 
Rolary's seven focus areas, especially 
educanon and lileracy. 

'We rehabilitated a three­
classroom block and provided 
a s,ooo-Ittre water tank. We have- _ 
partnered with Kiboga Rotary 
Club to improve education, health 
and aa:ess to safe water," she 
said 
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