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Uganda stops granting refugee status to Ethiopians, Somali 
BY JANE NAFULA 

KAMPALA. The Minister of Relief, 
Disaster Preparedness, and Refugees, 
has said the government has stopped 
granting refugee status to persons from 
COIUltries that are not at wru: 

The decision follows dwindling donor 
support amid a steady refugee influx in­
to the country 

Minister Hilary Onek said:'1 have in­
structed our officers not to give refu­
gee status to citizens ooming from those 
COIUltries because there is no war there; 
particuIarlythose from Eritrea,Ethiopia 
and SomaIia.' 

But he said the government would 
not reverse refugee status for those who 
have already acquired it, but would not 
accept new arm"31s from the countries 

.• :::. in question. 
MrOnek, whowasspeakingduringthe 

official ~ m2.544 metric tonnes 
of rice, worth S2.9m (Shsl0.5b) donat­
ed to the WOrld Food Programme (WFP) 

by the Government of Korea, at the WFP 
warehouse in GuIu last week. 

The rice donation will enable WFP to 
feed 600,000 refugees in 13 settlements 
and 200,000 school children in food-in­
secure Karamoja Sub-region for one 
yeaJ: 

The minister explained that Uganda 
is also holding talks with COIUltries that 
are at war to ensure they drop the guns 
and restore peace and security to allow 
refugees hosted by Uganda return to 
their respectivecountries. 

"We are in discussion with those gov­
ernments, although those with many 
factions look at Uganda as though we 
are interfering. But we have not given 
UP because they have to come to terms, 
have some tolerance, and enable their 
citizens to go hack,'MrOnek said. 

He added: 'The refugee number is 
now going to two million and it is in­
creasing everyday.We've been receiving 
between 100 and 200refugeesevery day 
from DR Congo.Even fromSOUtb Sudan, 

Minister ofRalief, DiIlll8ter Pre, 
poII'8CI.-., and Refugees Hilary 
Onak has decried donor support 
torMaJiy two million refugea 
has declinedofi-om $240m 
(ShaB66b) in the past to le88 
then $100m (Shs361b)_ 

which we thought was peaceful, refu­
gees are still flowing in from there. so, 
we wish thegovenunent there tolerates 
their political opposition so that they 
can agree to woIl< together and let their 
people go back bome." 

Mr Onek also warned that whereas 
Uganda~ refugee policy is very friend­
ly and allows refugees to work,trade,en­
joy freedom of movement and access 
services that citi2ens eqjOll the gesture 
"loads us heavily, economically". 

He said Uganda spends about Shs2b 

annually on the needs ofrefugees. 
The minister added that Uganda used 

to get $24Om (Shs866b) per year from 
UNHCR, the UN refugee agency, but 
with an increased refugee population of 
almost twomillionpeople,they.now get 
less than $loom (Shs361b)."This year, 
they received only $18 million (Shs65b). 
so, the situation is dire,and it is our pe0-

ple who shoulder those costs, which the 
UNHCR used to handle.' 

Mr Lauren Landis,the WFP country di­
rector,said the cuts have resulted in ris­
ing food insecurity, including families 
skippingmeals,risingmalnutrition,and 
children dropping out of school 

Mr Landis said in Karamoja, the rice 
donation will strengthen the home­
grown school feeding programme, 
which serves 255,000 children in 320 
schools across nine districts. Hesaid this 
is critical in a region where one in four 
children suffers from chronic malnutri­
tiOIL 

Mr Landis added that in the last five 

years, WFP has received mOl"J: than 
19,000 tonnes of rice from Korea,mak­
ing them one of their top donors to the 
refugee operation in Uganda 

The Ambassador of Korea to Ugan­
da, Mr PaIl< Sung-SOo,said his country 
has walked its own path through strug­
gle and recovery, and this experience 
shaped the way it stands with commu­
nities in vulnerable situations. 

'Korea is proud to deliver 2.544 met­
rictonnes ofKorean ricetosupport refu­
gees across Uganda and schoolchildren 
in Karanloja. We hope~ contnbu­
tion, delivered during a period of seri­
ous funding gaps, will help meet urgent 
needs and support Uganda's cmtinued 
leadership in hwnanitarian and refu­
geeresponse." 

Mr Sung-Soo appreciated Uganda, 
whose open-door refugee policy contin­
ues to offer safety and dignity to people 
seeking refuge. He said such efforts not 
only strengthen refugee welfare but also 
regional stabilit)< 
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Develop emergency plans~ 
-govt tells power dam players 

• 

avert potential disasters. He identifled 
key communities in disaster manage­
ment at darns as local leaders, the po­
lice, and Uganda Peoples'Defence forc­
es officers, who playa frontline role 
during evacuations in emergencies. 

While downplaying threats from 
the current floods affecting parts of 
the country, since they flow into water 
sources and increase volwnes before 
flooding hegins around dam areas, Mr 
Mucunguzi advised dam operators to 
regularly inspect water gates and res­
ervoirs, emphasising their inlportance 
when river and lake levels rise. 

At the meeting, Mr Alaister Me­
DoughaJJ, the general manager of Bu­
jagali Energy Limited, highlighted that 
digital alerts have been instaJJed at the 
plant to mitigate risks. He explained 
that stakeholders are currently being 
sensitised about the safety measures in­
cluded in the EPRP. 

"We were recently in Kampala sensi­
tising the public about the EPRP, and 
now we are here with the people on 
the ground preparing them on how to 
respond to risks; he said, adding that 
stakeholders are being guided on what 
actions to take in case of an emergency 
at the dam 

Mr Michael Taremwa Kananura, the 
chiefflnance officer ofBqjagali Energy 
Limited, noted that since the company 
launched the first-ever EPRP campaign 
in October, Bqjagali has generated its 
highest energy output of 149,335 MWh 
since commissioning in August 2012. 
He added that the company posted its -

- Left- Right: Anne Gitta, the section head of civil, NaJubaale and Kiira Power stations (UEGCL), Emmanuel Okecho, the disaster po _ edness offlcer (OPM), 
Emmanuel Tumwesigye. a lecturer of Civil and Environmental Engineering (Makerere University), Dominic Mucunguzi. the asstcommissioner for water use 
(Water ministry), Alaistar McDougall, the B4iagali Energy Limited general manager, Julius WamaJa (who represented pennanent secretary of the Energy mill­
istry), David Cheptoek, a senior water officer and Peter Kakeeto, the manager of compliance and monitoring at ERA_ PHOTO/COURTESY 

• lowest resultant tarilI in eight years at 
$6.79 cents, compared to the record low 
ofS6.22 cents in September 2018. 

Water ministry officials urge power dam opera­
tors to emulate Bujagali Energy Limited that has 
an emergency preparedness and response plan to 

- avert potential disasters. 

BY BUSEIN SAMILU 

The government has asked power 
darn operators to emulate 
Bt\iagali Energy Limited by 
developing their own emergency 

preparedness and response plans 

(EPRPs). 
Mr Dominic Banaga Mucungun 

an assistant commissioner for water 
resources, planning. and managemrnt 
at the Ministry of Water and 
Environment, called on darn opaatltS 
to benchmark Bujaga: E.IlrrU 

vttaltlp, Managing 
preparedness is 
cheaper than disaster 
handling. You just 
imagine how much it 
can cost to put up a 
signpost warning the 

Jd>Iic about the risky areas 
at the dam. Compare that to the 
expenditure of evacuation if there 
is a problem." Fredrick W.sike, 
l fOCL'. head ofaafety 

limited's new EPRP and create similar 
plans to preventdisasters in the future. 

"If these darns are exposed to danger, 
their breakdown affects many people 
in the country. Let all stakeholders in 
the power industry take this matter 
seriously,· he said, warning that 
weak safety management at power­
generating facilities puts the nation at 
risk. 

Averting disasters 
Spealcing during a sensitisation m<:et­

ing on Bt\iagali Energy Limit~ hydr0-
power plant EPRP in JilVa recently, Mr 
Mucunguzi stressed that every darn op­
erator should have an EPRP in place to 

This performance, he explained, is 
driven by increased domestic demand 
and higher exports to Kenya. 

Mr Fredrick Wasike, the head of safety 
at Uganda Electricity Distnbution Com­
pany Limited (UEDCL), which manag­
es the Karuma Dam in northern Ugan­
da,aswell as Kiira and Naluhaale in Jin­
ja,observed that investing in an EPRP is 
far less costly than managing disasters. 

"Managing preparedness is cheap­
er than disaster handling. Youjust inl­
agine how much it can oost to put up a 
signpost warning the public about the 
risky areas at the Dam.Comparethat to 
the expenditure of evacuation if there 
is a problem;Mr Wasike said. 

He appealed to power dam operators 
to continually assess their facilities to 
avoid catastrophes. 
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