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Region~1 News 

Mpigi vendors task Munyagwa on market 
>3Y SADAT MBOGO 

MPIGI. Roadside vendors in Mpigi Dis­
trict, particularly those dealing in perish­
able fresh produce, have asked Mr Mubar­
ak Munyagwa, the Common Man's party 
(CMP) presidential candidate, to build a 
modem market with proper storage facili­
tyforthem ifelected. 

The vendors, who operate mainly at 
Nabbuzi Village in Kammengo Sub-coun­
.ty 9n the Kampala-Masaka highway, 
raised their concerns on Tuesday as Mr 
Munyagwa traversed the district seeking 
votes. 

goods, but customers are not buying at 
the same rate because of the abject pov­
erty in the community. We end up losing 
everything because the produce perish­
es," said Ms Teddy Naggayi, a resident of 
Nabbuzi,Kammengo Sub-county. 

Complaint 
Mr Ivan Lukwata, also a resident of Nab­

buzi, added thal much of the produce 
ends up spoiling, yet district authorities 
continue to charge them local market 
dues. ' 

"We should not be paying sach taxes be- . 
cause we cllready pay them indirectly on 
items like sugar and salt,"he argued. 

seeds, pesticides, and fertilisers. 
Mr Munyagwa, who also made stopo­

vers in Nabyewanga, Kakoni, Kayabwe, 
Nabusanke, Buwama, and Mitalamaria, 
accused the ruling National Resistance 
Movement (NRM) party,which has been 
in power for four decades, of neglecting 
farmers despite their immense contribu­
tion to the economy. 

He pledged that his government would 
prioritise exportation, stating: "Nothing 
stops them from exporting to Saudi Ara­
bia or Dubai. We'll ensure we invest heavi­
ly in production, exp<:>rt more, aM widen 
the international market for their goods." 

.. www.m(mitor.co.ug 

A major issue raised was the severe 
post-harvest losses caused by the absence 
of proper storage facilities. 

"We putin a lot of money to buy these 

The traders further appealed to Mr Mun­
yagwa to exempt farmers from taxes on 
essential agricultural inputs, including 

He urged voters ta'support all candi­
dates of"change" and advised them not to 
vote for the NRM at any level. eM party presidential candidate, Mubarak Munyagwa (in white) 

interacts with some vendors in Mpigi District PHOTO/SADAT MSOGO 
. . 
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270 teachers absent daily in 
Namutumba schools -report 
Officials say absentee-
~sm, coupled with the 

recruitment of inc om­
petent teachers, is a 
major driver of the dis-

c: trict's high exami'nation 
failure rates, 

BY RONALD SEEBE ,~ 

i 

A 
total of 270 teachers, represent- I 
ing 18 percent of the workforce I 

"- in Namutumba District, absent 
,-- themselves from duty daily, ac-

cording to a Uwezo Uganda report. 
The report titled "Are our children 

learnfug?~states that this trend leaves 
learners without the expected compe­
tencies and contributes to the district's 
poor performance in national exami­
nations. Namutumba District Head quarters in Namutumba Town. PHOTO/RONALD SEESE 

The report says absenteeism persists 
partly because some school administra­
tors and teachers have deliberately dis­
engaged from the automated attend­
ancesystem 

Spea!ting auring a district public di­
alogue organised by Uwezo Uganda at 
Namutumba District headquarters last 
Thursday, Mr Simon Muwuliza, the dis­
trict education officer-in-charge of Spe-

_ fial Needs Education, said teacher ab­
..,.... senteeism is a long-standing challenge. 

Mr Muwuliza said absenteeism, cou­
pled with the recruitment ofincompe­
tent teachers, is a major driver of the 
district's high examination failure rates. 

"Even though they might be present 
in the school, many of today's digital 
teachers are graduating from colleges 
without knowing how to teach, prepare 
lesson plans, or scheme work,"Mr Mu­
wuliza said. 

.. -- He added that discussing teacher ab­
senteeism without addressing its un­
derlying causes continues to under­
mine the education sector. -

"As the education office, we are aware 
of these challenges, but the lack of pro- . 
vision for teachers' basic needs lowers 
motivation and makes regular school 
attendance difficult" 

The District Internal Security Officer 

(Diso),Mr Gilbert Ninsiima,said: "Out of 
1,500 teachers, only 1,230 attend school 
every day." 

He attributed the absenteeism to fail­
ure by inspectors of schools and head 
teachers to conduct their duties. 

"This means inspectors are not doing 
their job; they're not reaching schools. 
It also means that in Namutumba, all 
109 head teachers in government pri­
mary schools are not attending school 
every day. And because they are absent, 
many "classroom teachers lack immedi­
ate supervision," Mr Ninsiima said. 

Mr Nathan Nkenga, the executive di­
rector of the Nsinze Sub-county HIVI 
Aids Workers Association (NSHAWA), 
stressed the need to address the root 
causes of absenteeism to find lasting 
solutions. 

Mr Aggrey Lugenyi, head teacher of 
Upper Primary School in Namutumba 
Town Council, linked the district's poor 
exam results to incompetence among 
lower-primary teachers, resulting in 
learners failing to acquire foundation­
al competencies. 

"Sometimes we wonder whether the 
digital teachers employed in Namu­
tumba actually went through teacher 

training colleges; some lack the basics 
expected of a good teacher," Mr Luge­
nyisaid 

He added: "Our tutors in teacher train­
ing colleges must help us by producing 
co~petent teachers." 

He said when a child leaves lower pri­
mary school without basic reading and 
writing skills, it becomes difficult to 
teach them in upper primary. 

However, teachers cited low pay, poor 
working conditions, lack of accommo­
dation, and high pupil-teacher rati.os 
as key factors increasing their workload 
and stress levels, leading to absentee-

rea 
Inspectors are not 
doing their job; they're 
not reaching schools. 
It also means that 
in Namutumba, all 
109 head teachers in 
government prima-
ry schools are not 

attending school every day. And 
because they are absent, many 
classroom teachers lack imme­
diate supervision," 
- r Gilbert Ninsiima, Diso. 

ism and reduced instructional time. 
A teacher, who requested anonym­

ity for fear of victimisation, said some 
teachers abscond from duty because of 
poor working conditions 

"Some teachers deliberately stay 
away because their head teachers 
are often absent, leaving deputy head 
teachers to manage the schools," she 
added. 

Mr Peter Mwesigwa, another teach­
er, told Daily Monitorthat overcrowd­
ing in lower-primary classes is a major 
challenge. 

"We have schools where Primary One 
and Two classes have over 400 pupils. 
Teaching such a large number is ex­
tremely difficult because pupils cannot 
concentrate,"Mr Mwesigwa said. 

Ms Sarah Nangobi, a resident of 
Namutumba Town Council,said many 
teachers now engage in part-time work 
to supplement their income, attribut­
ing absenteeism to this. 

The district communications officer, 
Mr Noah Kiire, said the district would 
set a committee to investigate teacher 
absenteeism and take appropriate ac­
tion. 

NandalaMafabi 
promises humane 
enforcement of 
fishing laws 
BYTAUSI NAKATO 

MAYUGE, The Forum for Democratic 
Change (FDC) presidential candidate, 
Mr Nandala Mafabi, has promised to 
ensure that fishing laws are enforced 
humanely if elected. 

Speaking during a rally at Bwond­
ha Primary School in Bwondha Town 
Council, Mayuge District, Mr Mafabi 
criticised the way the fishing laws are 
currently enforced on Lake Victoria 
and other water bodies,saying it unfair­
ly deprives citizens of their livelihoods 
and infringes on their rights. 

"God blessed Busoga with these water 
bodies so that our people can sustain 
themselves through fishing. Even those 
from other regions, like Bugisu, should 
be free to come.and earn a living from 
the lake,"he said. 

Mr Mafabi also blamed rampant pov­
erty in Busoga Sub-region on President 
Museveni and the NRM gove.rnment, 
saying they ha(j abandoned the people 
in the sub-region. . 

He further accused leaders from Bu­
soga of being self-seekers and asked lo­
cals to vote leaners who cared about 
them. 

Mr Mafabi pledged that the FDC gov­
ernment would serve citizens diligently. 

"You are the bosses; we are the work­
ers. Trust us with your votes for the next 
five years and we shall work for you,not 
rule over you,"he said. 

He encouraged all Ugandans to ful­
ly participate in the forthcoming elec­
tions, saying: "The time to change the 
country is now." 
If elected into power, the residents 

said Mr Mafabi should address several • 
concerns, including tarmacking of the 
Mayuge-Bwondha Landing Site road, 
elevating Mayuge Health Centre N to 
district hospital, establishing a Health 
Centre N in every constituency, and 
increasing the number of secondary "II 
schools in the district. 

Ever since the deployment of the 
UPDF Fisheries Protection Unit (FPU) 
on water bodies countrywide, locals 
have complained of alleged bigh-hand­
edness by its members. FPU members 
are also accused of extortion and engag­
ing in illegal fishing. 

However, the FPU denies the accusa­
tion,saying it follows the law. 
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