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. iste ofRe Jef, Disaster Preparedness, d ef1 gee Hif -:-y ek on refugees! "I have instructed our officers not to 
give refugee status to citizens coming from those countries because there is no war there, particularly those from Eritrea, Ethiopia and Somalia. 

Parents, real education 
starts when schools close 

T
his week marks the end of school cycle for the year2025.As 
schools close their doors for the holiday break this week,. 
thousands of children are returning home. They have been 

. in controlled environments and could be coming to open 
community life. To some, they will be going to relatives in town or 
villages. This poses opportunity and risk in equal measure. 

Holidays should be a season ofrestjoy and growth, yet for many 
young people, they are also a period of idleness, exposure to harm­
ful influences,and habits that can quietly and slowly destroy their 
fUture. This is why parents, guardians and the community must 
:recognise that constructive engagement during school breaks is 
~ necessity. 

Every holiday, the evidence is the same. Young people drift into 
gambling places spread across the country in both rural and ur­
ban areas, spend endless hours on screens watching TV or play­
ing games on phones, or get absorbedinto peer groups that could 
expose them to drugs, crime, or sexual risk.A child who was disci-

. plined within the structured environment of 

The issue: 
Schod hollda) 
Ourv.lew: -
Children must 
understand 
that the break 
is not an 
escape from 
learning; it 
is a different 
chapter of 
learning. 

- Parents must 
realize that 
their role is 
not only to pay 
school. fees, 
but to shape 
their children's 
world view and 
character. 

school, especially those who have just com­
pleted their Senior Six and will be in a long. 
vacation, suddenly becomes a young adult 
navigating distraction with no compasS. 

There is the issue bfunfiltered content, on­
line predators, unproductive gaming, and so­
cial media platforms that are thrown at curi­
ous,~etic, and impressionable children. 
If they are not guided towards meaningful 
pursuits, they will inevitably get lost 

Society often equates education with aca­
demic grades, exam scores, and school cer­
tificates. Yet the most enduring form of ed­
ucation happens outside the classroom. 
The skills that enable a person to thrive; 
discipline, integrity, responsibility, resil­
ience, empathy, fmancial awareness, con­
fidence, are built in moments when a 
child tries, fails, reflects, and tries again. 
These competencies determine who a child 
becomes when no teacher is watching, when 
there is freedom, temptation, and real-world 
consequence. Holidays help to shape who 
the children will be when school stops and 
real life begins. 

Constructive engagement does not mean 
military-style control. It means intentional 
exposure to activities that develop character, 

skills, and purpose. Some practical suggestions include reading, 
nousehoid chores, sports, community service in church or neigh­
bourhoods, skills-based activities such as coding, baking, drawing, 
carpentry, farming,mechanics, sewing to stimulate creativity; in­
ternships and-holiday apprenticeships, online courses, etc. 

c;hildren must understand that the break is not an escape from 
learning; it is a different chapter of learning. Parents must realise 
that their role is not only to pay school fees, but to shape their chil­
dren's world view and character. 

As parents, we must realise that if we leave children to wander 
through holidays unguided, we should not be surprised when 
they return more distracted, discouraged or damaged. But if we 
use this time to help them explore their talents, de~pen their val­
-ues and discover purpose, they will return to school stronger, and 
they will face life more prepared. Holidays are the period when 
the most important part of education happens. 

Our co mitment to you 
We pledge: 
• To be accurate and fair in ali we do. 
• To be respectful to all in our pursuit of the truth. 
• To refuse to accept any compensation beyond that provided 

by Monitor Publications Ltd. for what we do in our news • 
gathering and decision-making. 

Further, we ask that we be informed whenever you feel that we 
have fallen short in our attempt to keep these commitments. 

Cartoon. Up to 80 percent of divorce cases filed before the Family Division of the High Court are by 
women, according to statistics obtained from the court 
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Illicit alcohol: Our response 
must evolve -as fast as the market 

W
hen Uganda banned alcohol sa­
chets, the intention was clear and 
commendable: to reduce irre­
sponsible drinking,protect pub­
lic health, and limit youth ac-
cess to ~eap,highly potent liq­

uor.Breweries complied, shifted production 
lines, and adhered to new packaging stand­
ards,demonstrating goodwill toward a poli­
cy rooted in the right motivation. Yet the re­
ality on the ground evolved faster than reg­
ulation. Today, the country finds itself con~ 
fronting a new, more complex era of illicit al­
cohol-one that has moved far beyond sa­
chets and into far more dangerous fon:n.S. 
Rather than disappearing, the problem has 
transformed, and our response must trans­
form with it. 

This year, Uganda's illicit alcohol landscape 
is increasingly defined by jerrycan-based 
crude spiritS, siphoned and repackaged in­
dustrial ethanol,denatured alcohol,and a 
growingvolume of smuggled high-strength 
liquids circulating in unregulated spaces. 

These are not simply cheap substitutes for 
legal products; they are toxic, unpredictable 
chemical mixtures with severe public health 
implications: While the sachet ban removed 
one dangerous product from theformalmar­
ket, the behaviours it enabled,low-cost drink­
ing,discreet consumption, and quick intox­
ication,remained deeply entrenched.ille­
gal actors quickly filled the vacuum,produc­
ing crude and often contaminated concoc­
tions with no ingredientlists,expiry dates,or 
safety checks,and distributing them widely 
through informal outlets in trading centres, 
market stalls, bars,and backroom kiosks. 

Addressing this crisis requires recognis- . 
ing that illicit alcohol is not only a health is­
sue, but also a social,economic,and govern­
anceproblem that demands amultisec- -
tor response. Youth groups play a vital role 
because young people listen to their peers 

1he sachet ban was a 
decisive first step, but 
it was never intended 
to be the final one. 

more readily than they do to formal author­
ities,and they are central to shaping the 
norms that govern drinking behaviour.Faith 
leaders hold deep moral authority within 
communities and can influence fumily:tev­
el decision-making and attitudes toward al­
coholuse. 

Community leaders serve as custodians 
oflocal norms and are often the first to wit­
ness harmful consumption patterns or suspi­
cious production activities.Legal producers 
contribute bymaintaining safe,regulated al­
ternatives and supporting responsible con­
sumption efforts,helping ensure consumers 
are not forced toward cheaper,more danger­
ous products. Enforcement agencies, while 
critical, cannot shoulder the burden alone; 
their efforts must sit within a broader sys­
tem that prioritises disrupting dangerous 
production without criminalising already 
vulnerable consumers. 

This national crisis, therefore,requires a cal­
ibrated response that balances enforcement 
with communitymobilisation,awareness, 
and support for safe alternatives.Smarter,in­
telligence-driven enforcementis necessary 
to dismantle illegal production networks, 
strengthen border surveillance, and conduct 

routine inspections in known hotspots. This 
does not mean an increase in punitive meas­
ures against consumers; rather;it means 
making illegal production risky and unprof­
itable for those who deliberately undermine 
public health. 

Equally important is communitymobilisa­
tion. Transformative change happens when 
localleaders,LC structures, village health 
teams,and neighbourhood associations 
are empowered to identify dangerous alco­
hol,raise alarms early, and reshape norms 
around consumption within their own com­
munities.Alongside tills, youth-focused 
awareness campaigns are essential. Schools, 
universities,sports clubs,and youth organ­
isations must lead a national conversation 
about the true dangers of illicit alcohol, using 
culturallyrelevant messaging that resonates 
with young people and stimulates informed 
decision-making. 

. Strengthening the availability of safe,reg­
ulated alternatives mustalso remain part 
of the solution. Supporting legal producers, 
including small-scale distillers who com­
ply with health and quality'standards,pro­
vides consumers with affordable' options 
that reduce their reliance on illicit products. 
Ahealthy,competitive legal market~one of 
the strongest defences against the spread of 
dangerous, unregulated alcohol . 

Uganda is losing the battle against illicit al­
coho!, not because policymakers lacked in­
tention, but because the illicit market inno­
vated faster than the national response. We 
now need an equally adaptive,collaborative, 
and community-rooted strategy. 
-The sachet ban was a decisive first step, but 

it was never intended to be the final one. This 
moment calls not for blame, but for leader­
ship. We acted once by banning sachets; now 
we mustfollow through with smarter en­
forcement,stronger community mobilisa­
tion,normative change,and youth empower­
ment. The future health and productivity of 
our nation's young people depend on it. 
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