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s the third term comes to

- an end, private schools

have up to next week

to upload the school

and students’ data onto

‘the Education Management

Information (EMIS), or lose

either the school licence or
registration certificate.

The deadline elapses on
December 6, next month.
Relatedly, government schools
have the same period to update
their data on EMIS or miss out
capitation grants for next term.

The directive is enshrined
in a circular to all schools and
local governments issued by
the education ministry.

- According to the ministry,
private schools are required
to go to the education officers
at districts, municipalities and
cities to validate their EMIS

data without fail, to support . ..

the upcoming verification
‘of licenses and registration
certificates.

Under the current school
management, private schools
are allowed to operate
temporarily with a licence as
they fulfil other obligations
before they are issued with
registration  certificates. A
licence lasts about two years
while the certificate expires
after five years.

A school without a registration
certificate is not allocated an
examination centre number
by the Uganda National
Examinations Board (UNEB).

In one of the circulars issued
by the ministry, the uploaded
data is urgently needed to plan
for the sector better.

“Urgently complete EMIS
data validation for schools in
your local government. All
government-aided schools
should be wupdated before
capitation cut-off deadline.
All private schools must have
District Education  Officers
(DEOs)/Municipal Education
Officers/chief executive
officers validate their EMIS
data (without fail) to support
the upcoming verification of
license/registration certificates,”
the letter addressed to school
administrators reads.

About 20,000 private schools
have not uploaded their data
onto the system and they risk
missing out on the licenses and
registration certificates.

Relatedly, the New Vision
has learnt that about 30 local
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 that non-adherence to this calendar will attract disciplinary

action against the implicated head of school. “School open-days,
visitation days and other annual functions during the school
term should be set by individual schools and institutions, in -
: ,eonsnltation with the management of neiqhbouring schools/
"' Turyagyuenda

governments have not sent to
the ministry validated numbers
of learners in the respective
government schools.

NUMBERS ON EMIS

Data from the education
ministry, shows that there are
52,740 primary and secondary
schools, with over 12.8 million
learners whose data has been
uploaded online.

Of the total, 11.1 million are
primary school pupils while 1.7
million others are secondary
school students.

Although there are more
private  schools  (32,653)
than public ones (12,550) at
primary school level, majority
of the pupils (9,412,869) are in
government schools.

At secondary level, 6,121
private and 1,416 public
schools have uploaded
students’ data onto EMIS.

Of the total 1.7 million
learners enrolled at secondary
schools, 1.178 million are in
government schools, while
530,783 are in private schools.

Of those enrolled in

government “ schools, the
majority are enrolled at 1,408
Universal Secondary Schools
(USE) while others are at the
99-government aided, but non-
Universal Secondary Education
schools.

WHY THE NEW EMIS

The system is not new, but
it was upgraded recently by
government to, among other
things, have details of learners
attached to each academic
institution. The upgraded
system was piloted in April
2022, with over 500 public and
private schools participating.

After passing the test and
verified as efficient, it was
officially rolled out in July
2022. The data ‘on students
will help government know
the number of students in
all education institutions and
those benefiting . from the
capitation grant.

The system is also intended to
enable government to establish
the state of infrastructure
of both private and public
schools.

In the long run, it will improve
the inspection department
of the ministry where timely
updates will be given about a
particular school.

S1, S5 SELECTION REPORTING
According to the ministry
calendar, the selection and
placement exercise for Senior
One is expected to take place
between January 29-30, 2026,
while that of Senior Five, will
take place between February
12, to 13, 2026. S1 students
will report for first term on
February 16, 2026 while Senior
Five will report on February
23, 2026.

Dr Dennis Mugimba, the
ministry  spokesperson, told
New Vision that the calendar
has been released on time to
facilitate preparations for next
year.

WHAT SECTOR PLAYERS SAY

On the licensing through
EMIS, the school managers,
especially private proprietors,
asked government that they
should not use the system to
track schools.

Hasadu Kirabira, the National
chairperson  of  National
Private Education Institutions
Association revealed that there
is fear among private schools
that the system will be used to
witch-hunt them.
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Number of schools validated on
EMIS - November 2025
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“EMIS should only cover the
numbers of staff, learners and
teachers. The moment you
want to start tracking school
finances and you put deadlines
for registration, - you scare
people. The exercise should be
handled in consultation with
the players,” he said.

On the deadline to apply
for licences and registration,
Kirabira accused DEOs of
frustrating  private  schools
during the process to secure
documentation. “Some DEOs

have become a problem. They
ask for a lot money during the
registration process. We ask
the education ministry to reign
over them,” he said.

“That is not all. Even
uploading the data on the

system is tiresome. You have to

enter every child’s data every
term. This means you will
need more manpower to carry
out the exercise. We now ask
government not to implement
the deadline before these
challenges are addressed.”
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