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Flowers for Phiona Barungi of state House land office 

Ugandans are now used to State Hous­
es agencies (or task forces or units, 
or other).Manyoftheseunits or task 
forces carry out activities that many 

Ugandans call "a replication of activities legal­
ly designated for the formal institutions of gov­
ernmenf'. 

There is the State House Anti-Corruption 
Unit,Medicines and Health Services Moni­
toring Unit,Investment Protection Unit,etc. 
The agencies or units are so ubiquitous that 
what matters is not how they are created and 
by whom. Rather; what matters is a particular 
unit's public visibility and a genuine-attempt to 
solve problems for which this or that particular 
unit was created . . 
Which brings me to the Presidential Task 

Force on Land Matters and Environment, a 
State House initiativefocused on combating 
land grabbing and environmental degradation 
in Uganda1tis led by Brig Moses Lukyamuzi 
(who is also a presidential assistant). The task -
force investigates land disputes, enforces court 
orders and works to resolve issues through me­
diation and collaboration with other govern­
ment bodies like the police and the Uganda 
People's Defense Forces (UPDF).lts activities 
are aimed at bringingjustice to victims ofille­
galland acquisition and ensuring compliance 
with land and environmental laws. 
The Presidential TaskForce on Land Matters 

and Envirorimenfs mission is to fight land 
grabbing and environmental damage by in­
vestigating illegal activities and enforcing land 
and environmental laws. They investigate land 
disputes and ensurejustice for victims. Enforce 

She is thorough and 
seems to have a very 
solid investigative team. 

court orders on disputed land and work with 
other government bodies, including the police 
and UPDF, to maintain order and investigate 
land-related crimes. 
They also mediate in land disputes to find 

peaceful resolutions and address environmen­
tal degradation alongside land issues.Duh! 
Typical Uganda tings,no? One may askwheth­
erthe formal institutions of government don't 
have such mechanisms. 
*************** 
As we said earlier; these State House units are 
many.So, visibility is of the essence. That is why 
I am giving flowers to Ms PhionaBarungiofthe 
Presidential Task Force on Land Matters and 
Environment 
Ms Barungi is now the (unofficial) face of the 

Presidential TaskForce on Land Matters and 
EnvirOnmentShe is very visible on social me­
dia in her effort to resolve intractable land dis­
putes.Although Ihave never met herin per-

son,1 have \V?tchedmany audio-visual clips in 
which she carries out activities aimed at set-

. tlingland disputes. She is thorough and seems 
to have a very solid investigative team. 
She explains her mandate, but makes sure 

(in a subtle way) the audience knows she car­
ries some power or influence to turn things 
up against land grabbers. In typical Ugandan 
way of doing thirigs,her task force is low on 
p}aihstream media vislbility.Although Ba­
rungi puts on a tough face during the course 
of her fieldwork, she doesn't flaunt her dele­
-gated authority, WhiCh reminds me of my ex­
perience with one of those State House units 
on this or that Once upon a time,l was a close 
friend to the head 010ne of those ubiqUi- . 
tous State House units of anti: or anti-that. My 
friend used to call me to join them on some 
of their field trips. My observatfon was that 
they were acting childish and didn't seem to 
be interested in solving problems. I started 
declinirig their invites; however, theytontin­
ued picking my mind on some issues. One day, 
they told me they wanted prosecutorial pow­
ers.I advised them against it, asking: Is there a 
real need for such powers? I advised them to 
create and keep a good working relationship 
with the DPP.I suggested that they should ask 
the Directorate of Prosecution to deploy some 
attorneys in the unit (instead of having unit 
prosecutors like the IGG). _ .-

Flowers to you,Ms Phiona Barungi (as you re-
soive land matters). 

I Mr Bisiika is the former executive editor of 
the East African FIagpost. abisiika@gmail. 
com . 
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The fallacy of irrelevant university courses 

LJ
ast we~President Museveni re­
turned to one of his predictable pet 

• subjects - the courses universities 
each. 

In remarks delivered for him by Vice Presi­
dent Jessica Alupo at Lira University's gradu­
ation, the President yet again called out'irrel­
evant' courses. He did not elaborate, but any­
one who has followed the debate knows what 
he meant. 

For avoidance of doubt,Mr Musevenrs 
long-standing stance is that universities in 
Uganda,and arguably across Africa, given his 
avowed Pan-African indinations,shouldn't 
waste time teaching humanities and social 
sciences or, more broadly,the arts. 
Instead,he wants higher education institu­
tions to focus on sciences, again broadly con­
ceived. This is an old debate I have written 
about here before, so there is an ad nauseam 
danger, but ies worth another take. 

I must declare my conflict of interest, up­
front. I teach at a university for a living, also as 
a matter of profesSional passion and deep in­
terest.! work in the disciplines that Mr Musev­
eni construes as 'irrelevant courses', ironical­
ly, what he too studied at the University ofDar 
esSalaam! 

Admittedly,I am biased, though I believe I 
can address this matter objectively and con­
structively.The reader can thenjudge.I want to 
make three arguments to counter Mr Musev­
eni's miStaken notion ofirrelevanfcourses. 
First, the binary divide betweenrelevant (sci­
ence) and irrelevant (arts) courses is false, ut­
terlymisleading.Ifs not either or,ifs both and 
beyond.A properly educated graduate should 
have knowledge transcending one narrow dis­
cipline. 
In Euro-American colleges and universities, 
students in natural sciences are required to 
take arts classes. Many who ultimately spe­
cialise in arts or social sciences like econom­
ics,literature,politics,sociology,anthropology, 
etc., start out in their first year taking classes in 
math, Chemistry,Biology,etc.lfs common to 
graduate with a double-major in Biology and 
Literature! 
Second,the c4arge~fj~evanceturnson em­
ployability and 'marketability'. The President 

The value of a univer­
sity degree is not redu­
cible to ajob one gets or 
does not 

is adamant we need scientists to power Ugan­
-da's prosperity.He also seems to suggest,albe­
it without evidence, that science courses guar­
antee employment, are in sync with market 
demand. 
I say he makes this argument without evi­
dence because we don't h'ave any reliable and 
credible nationaljobs data showing trends in 
employment across disciplineslfields"of edu­
cation, and no monthly/annualjob hiring da­
ta with systematic sectoral breakdown. -

There is no empirical basis to claim,for exam­
ple, that a gradua~e ofChernistry easily gets a 
job than one who earns a degree in Literature. 
My hunch is that unemployment and limit­
edjob openings is a problem for all university 
gradl!ates across education backgrounds and 
disciplinary specialisations. 

One common refrain repeated amillion 
times about Uganda's education is that it pro­
ducesjob-seekers,not creators. In today's 
Uganda,however; there is little basis to con­
clude thatmath graduates createjobs while 
those of economics or sociology don't 
Starting a small business or working in a com­
panyin ways that expand employment oppor­
tunities for others is less a function of one's de­
gree/diploma course,more a result ofUganda's 
underlying economic fundamentals and the 
social environment 

We have a miniscule private sector whose 
employment capacity doesn't match the la­
bour supply,regardless of the degree courses of 
gni.duatt:s:~ ¥USo/.e¥has not produced evi­
dence,for example, showing high demand for 

science graduates in any sector and little sup­
ply of the same from universities. 

In the broader scheme of things, every socie­
ty but especially an underdeveloped one like 
ours,no doubt,needs vocational and technical 
training in specific areas.But there is no short­
age of vocational and technical colleges in 
Uganda, yetitis highly unlikely that their grad­
uates easily get jobs or are meaningfully and 
productively self-employed. 

Third, there is a fundamental misunder­
standing of the value and meaning ofuniversi­
ty education.If attaining usable technical skills 
needed for accomplishing specific tasks was 
the primary or exclusive goal, we shouldn't 
have universities; instead,everyone attends vo­
cational and technical colleges! Simple. 

Better,a secondary education and graduat­
ing high school, at the very maximum, would 
be enough for anyone to get ajob because, in 
nearly every profession, the so-called prac­
tical skills and technical knowledge are at­
tained through apprenticeship and on-the­
job training. Contrary to the hype and mar· 
keting gimmickry about 'practical training; 
tertiary and university education does not 
mechanically confer ready-to-use skills from 
the classroom. . 

Rather than specific skills, regardless of 
what one studies, the crux of a university ed­
ucation is to attain intellectual liberation, 
to gain the independence of mind and abil­
ityto think for oneself, bt! perceptive in un­
derstanding problems, and creatively devis­
ing solutions even without having applicable 
technical knowledge. 
The value of a university degree is not reduc­

ib~e to ajob one gets or does not. Once out of 
the halls of a university and the hallowed site 
of campus space, what matters is not what 
someone studies, rather, whether the univer­
sity experience equipped them to think and 
do. For evidence, a certain graduate ofpolit­
ical science organised a fighting group that 
took him to State power in 1986,has since 
ruled Uganda uninterrupted for 40 years, and 
still counting! 

I moses.kh~gmail.com Ie 
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Opinions-

Bullying canJeave 
an indelible mark 
on children 

R 
eeently,Ivisited 
friends of mine whose 
15-year-old son had 

- suddenly refused to 
return to school and 
with all the probing, 

would not give a reason why. 
He had gonesilent and was 
visibly anxious and terrified 
to go to school. When I 
probed gently, surprisingly, 
he asked for my phone and 
showed me a fake Instagram 
account with his real name 
and an altered image of him. 

This account had been 
created by a student from 
his school, and it was used 
to post hurtful,humiliating 
comments and spread 
malicious rumours about 
several students. Tl1e 
bully relentlessly and 
anonymously continued to 
send posts. The boy had been 
attacked by some students 

When we 
work together, 
we can build 
an online 
world where 
children feel 
valued ... 

Cilaritv . 
Rl\'abutomizt.~ 

Bullying 

for"his"posts and lost many 
ofhis friends. I could feel the 
boy's seI)Se ofviolqtion and 
helplessness and his parents' 
pain and fury, watching their 
child struggle with a cruelty 
that hides behind screens 
and thrives in silence. 

Cyberbullying has become 
one of the fastest-growing 
threats to children today.As 
more young people move 
their learning,friendships, 
and hobbies online, the risks 
follow. In Uganda, where 
smartphone access among 
adolescents is rising, the 
danger is immediate. 

Research underscores the 
urgency.A 2021 Disrupting 
Harm study by Unicet;ECPAT, 
and Interpol found that 40 
percent ofUgandan children 
aged 12-17 are Internet 
users,and more than half go 
online daily.A 2022 CIPESA 

report shows that among 
these young users,20 percent 
have suffered cyberbullying, 
33 percent cyberstalking, 
and 11 percent harassment. 
While digital access offers 
opportunity,it also exposes 
children to real vulnerability. 

Children are not simply 
visiting the online world; 
they are growing up init 
Formany,it is the space 
where they learn,explore 
.interests,and build , 
friendships. This means 
harm inflicted on them 
travels with them to school, 
home, and everywhere in 
between.The=emonal 
toll can be profo d, 
affecting confi ce,school 
performanc?~dmental 
well-being 19n9 after the 
device is switched off 

Uganda'iComputer Misuse 
(AmenFent) Act,2022 of­
fers strpngerprotections by 

_ crimin'plisingtheunauthor-
ised:ofa child's im­
ages or ta and addressing 
malicio communication 
and impersonation. These le­
gal measures are critical,but 
they are only one part of the 
solution. Many chil&en hes­
itate to repprt abuse,fearing 
they will be blamed or told 
to"log ofE"But disconnecting 
canfeellike losing their so­
cial community.This silence 
allows harm to deepen. 

Creating a safer online 
world requires sharedre­
sponsibility.Telecom com­
panies,government agen­
cies,schools,civil society,par­
ents,and communities must 
all playa role. Digital litera­
cy for parents and caregiv­
ers is essential so that they 
understand the platforms 
children use and can guide 
them with empathy:Report­
ing systems also need to be 
moreaccessible,ensuring on­
line harassment is treated 
with the same seriousness as 
offline abuse. 

Schools qmsupport chil­
dren by integrating online 
safety into their programmes, 
creating spaces for open qi­
alogue,and strengthening 
counselling services. The pri­
vate sector mUst continue in­
vesting in child-protection 
tools,safety-by-design solu­
tions,and awareness cam-
paigns. 

As World Children's 
Month comes to a close, 
we are reminded that 
true protectionmeans 
safeguarding every 
environment children 
occupy including digital ones. 
When weworktogether,we 
can build an online world 
where children feel valued, 
stay curious, and form 
healthy connections free 
fromfear. 

Chlirity R~abutomize is CSR Manager, Aiml Uganda 
j - /~1i.-:" 


