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Regional News 

Grace Bikangaga be­
came a pr.ominent . 
cultural figure in 1963 
when the Kigezi District 
Council named her Ny­
inaboona. 

BY ROBERT MUHEREZA 

A 
cross-section of leaders and sen­
ior citizens in Kigezi Sub-region 

. have hailed the late Canon Grace 
Kyampeire Bikangaga, who died at 

the age of 101, as a role model, a caring 
mother, and a devoted Christian. 

Dr Arthur Bikangaga, her son, con­
fume9. her death on November 25, at­
tributing it to old age. He described his 
mother as a deeply religious, hardwork­
ing woman who loved and welcomed 
people from all walks of life. 

Canon Grace Bikangaga became a 
prominent cultural figure in 1963 when 
the Kigezi District Council named her 
Nyinaboona, after her husband, John 
Bikangaga, was crowned the Rutakir­
wa Engabo ya Kigezi, the constitution­
al head of the Banyakigezi from 1963 
to 1967. His reign ended after President 
Milton Obote abolished traditional in­
stitutions,and he later died in 2006. 

Retired Kigezi Diocese Bishop Dr Wil­
liam Rukirande rememberS Grace as a 
dignified woman whose conduct and 
values embodied Bakiga culture. 

"She was the first woman to-drive a car 
in Kabale Town. She was trusted, devot­
ed to the Christian faith, and a loving 
woman. Her decent dressing and smart­
ness displayed respect for the Bakiga 
~mture,"Bishop Rukirande said. 

Former,National Resistance Council 
representative for Kigezi Loi Busingye 
Nkwasibwe described her as a caring 
mother,humble and fully supportive of 
her husband's leadership. 

"1 met her at Hornby High School in 
the 1950s where she taught infant class-

Canon Grace Bikangaga, the deceased. PHOTO/ROBERT MUHEREZA 

es while 1 was in Primary Four. She car- chances for females were limited. ~ 
ried her baby on her back even though Her work as a teacher at Hornby High : 
she was the wife of one of the most re- School helped shape a generation of 
spected men in the area,"she recalled. educated women in Kigezi," Rev Tuk-

"She once invited me to her home and vlasibwe said. 
taught me how to change children's di- Former Health Minister in the Obote 
apers. She was always welcoming and II regime Dr Ezra Nkwasibwe said the 
gentle despite being a teacher with au- deceased was a great woman who re­
thority,"she added. spected people regardless of their so-

Retired Reverend Eric Tukwasibwe · cial status. 
praised Canon Bikangaga as a cham- : "I remember her as a humble wife to 
pion of girl-child education at a time . my head teacher, John Bikangaga, be­
when opportunities for women were tween 1956 and 1958 when! studied at 
scarce. KigeziHigh SchooLShe was a role mod-

"We shall always remember her as a : el for Bakiga culture in terms of.dress­
role model who championed girls' ed- r iflg and discipline,"he said. 
ucation during the colonial era, when : In 2018, Kabale Municipal Council 

BACKGROUND 

80m: December 29, 1924 

Died: Novembe,.25, 2025 

Career: She served as a 
teacher at Hornby High School 
and became one of the most 
educated women in Kigezi . 
during the colonial era. She 
was honoured as Nyinaboona 
following her husband's 
enthronement as the Rutakirwa 
Engabo ya Kigezi. 

passed a resolution to rename one of 
the roads o~ Rugarama Hill after Can­
on Bikangaga, honouring her con· 
tnbution to education and to the re­
. gion. The motion was moved by May­
or Sentaro Byamugisha and unani­
mously passed under the leadership 
of Speaker Deo Byamukama. The 
road-renaming commemorated not 
only her legacy but also that of her 
husband, a prominent educationist 
and civil servant. 

Those who lived near her home re­
member it as a place of warmth and 
generosity. Mr Andereya Baryampika, 
87, a neighbour in Ibumba Cell, Rutoo­
ma Ward, described the homestead as 
one that welcomed all people. 

"She was a hardworking woman 
who opened her gates to everyone. 1 
was able to work on the compound of 
their homestead because she was so 
welcoming and kind," Mr Baryampi­
kasaid. 

There was a vigil at the family home 
in Buziga yesterday. Today, there is a 
funeral service at All Saints Church 
Nakasero from 9 to llam. A second 
official vigil will be held tomorrow at 
4pm at the Bikangaga residence in Ru­
tooma Ward, Kabale Municipality. The 
final funeral service will take place on 
December 4 at St Peters Cathedral,Ru­
gararna-Kabale after which burial 
will be conducted at their home. 
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Kyabazinga moots plan to tackle·dropouts, early pregnancies 
BYPHILIPWAFULA 
& RONALD SEEBE 

JINJA. The Kyabazinga of Busoga, 
William Gabula Nadiope Iv, has urged 
Jinja City-based Hotel and Tourism 
Training College (HTTC) to begin of­
fering short courses to single mothers, 
school dropouts and other vulnerable 
groups to help them become self-reli­
ant and break the cycle of poverty. 

This JI.lessage was delivered on Friday 
by the kingdom's second deputy pre­
mier, Mr Noor Osman, during the Col­
lege's 16th graduation ceremony. 

"We pledge to continue supporting 
this college, but also appeal to its man­
agement to consider the kingdom's 
subjects-single mothers, school drop­
outs and other.vulnerable youth-so 
they can gain skills,fight-poverty!!lld 
become ambassadors ofBusoga's cul· 

ture and heritage,"the Kyabazinga said. : 
Busoga's presidential adviser on pov- . 

. erty eviation Florence Mutyabule 
, told this publication on the sidelines 

of the event that many single moth­
ers lack employable skills,leaving them 
unable to compete for available jobs. 

The HTTC Principal,Mr Richard Kaw­
ere, said 66 percent of the college's pop­
ulation is female, while 82 of the grad­
uands completed the apprenticeship 
programme. 

The programme is an initiative of the 
Ministry of Tourism under the reskill­
ing project sponsored by the Interna­
tional Labour Organisation (110), in 
partnership with the ministries of Ed­
ucation and Gender. 

"Statistics show that 71 percent of 
students who graduate as apprentices· 
from the ~itiQDintoemploy­
ment within the first three months, 

and more follow within the next six ' added. 
months,"Mr Kawere said. He also revealed that the college has 

"We have not recorded unemploy- partnered with the United States­
ment among students who complete based American Hotel and Lodging Ed­
the apprenticeship programme. Tour- ucational Institute, through which 22 
ism and hospitality are at the centre members of staff have been certified as 
of global employment trends. Out of international hospitality educators. 
every 100 jobs, 10 percent employ tour- Col (rtd) Tom Butime, the minister 
ism and hospitality professionals," he of Tourism, Wildlife and Antiquities, 

ATAGLANCE 

A total of366 students 
were awarded Diplomas and 
Ce~ificates in Pastry and 
Bakery, Hotel Management, 
Tourism Management and other 
disciplines. Of the graduands, 81 
(22 percent) were male and 285 
(78 percent) were female. 

urged graduands to demonstrate the 
highest level of professionalism in the 
hospitality industry. 

He commended HTTC for strength­
ening partnerships locally and inter­
nationally, and for contributing signifi­
cantly to the growth of the tourism sec-

· tor by producing skilled labour. 
He described tourism and hospital-

· ity as "a strategic sector for national 

• 

· growth Wider the Ten-Foint Strategic 
9 · Plan 2040,"which seekstIPJgenerate $50 

~ ; billion annually. .,. r jS 
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Bushenyi 
leaders warn of 
high HIV cases 
BY HILLARY TWINAMATSIKO 

BUSHENYI. Bushenyi District lead­
ers have raised alarm overthe increas­
ingly reckless lifestyle among young 
people, warning that it is fuelling the 
rise in lllV/Aids infections. 

The concern came as the district 
commemorated World Aids Day yes­
terday at Kizinda playground. Leaders 
said Bushenyi's HIV prevalence rate 
stands at 9 percent, far above the na­
tional average of 4.9 percent. 

Statistics from the Uganda Aids 
Commission (UAC) reveal a worry­
ing trend: most new infections oc­
cur among young women aged 15 to 
24 and older men aged 35 and above, 
pointing to widespread cross-genera­
tional sexual relationships. 

The district's major hotspots are the 
busy town councils ofKizinda,Kyamu­
hunga-Kigoma and Rwentuuha, 
which are marked by urban growth, 
tea factories, universities and thriv­
ing businesses.Kizinda Town Council 
alone has about 168 bars and a local 
HIV prevalence rate of8 percent. 

Dr Stephen Bainomugisha, the dis­
trict health officer, expressed concern 
that many people testing positive 
are students in institutions of higher 
learning. 

"The most affected are the youth in 
higher institutions. As we reach out 
with information, the key message 
must be about behaviour change;" 
he said. "We've also found that many 
lodges and bars don't have condoms, 
especially in the town councils identi­
fied as hotspots." 

Mr John Kateeba, the executive 
director of the Initiative for Better 
Health, said ongoing awareness initia­
tives such as the Empuumo marathon 
aim to contribute to the national goal 
of ending HIV-related deaths by 2030. 

"We are raising awareness to con­
trol new infections and ensure no one 
dies ofHIV by 2030,"he said. 

Mr Kateeba added that Kizinda's 
congestion,numerous businesses, uni­
versity students and presence of com­
mercial sex workers-some from 
neighbouring countries-make it a 
high-risk area 

Appeal 
Health workers have urged all 

stakeholders, including political lead­
ers and the business community, to 
take an active role in prevention ef­
forts,warnlng that the future of young 
people is at risk. 

Ms Nancy Nyamweya, a clinical of­
ficer in Bushenyi, said: "HIV should • 
not be left to health workers alone. We 
need political leaders, technical staff 
and the business community to speak 
to young people because if they perish 
now, we won't have a future." 

Kizinda Town Council Youth Coun- "ft 

cillor Evas Kedembe said some resi­
dents claim condoms are too expen­
sive, with four condoms reportedly 
sold at Shs2,500. 

She also urged the government to 
rethink condom flavours. "Most of us 
don't like the scent of government 
condoms. If they added flavours like 
strawberry or chocolate, more people 
would use.themt'she said. 
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