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Linis vulnerable learners seek aid 
The organisation that 
has been funding their 
education says it is 
financially constrained 
and not able to support 
them after they com - . 
plete Primary Seven. 

Awor, who hopes to one day become 
a member of the clergy, is among 53, 
mostly vulnerable children at Ambalal 
Primary School in Lira City, whose edu­
cation is now being supported by Flare 
International Foundation, a local NGO 
working in Lira. However, she is uncer­
tain about joining secondary school 
since the NGO said it cannot support 
them beyond Frimary Seven due to a 
lack of resources. 

"But when I'm at school, Ifeel better ... 
I want to be an Anglican priest tortJllr-

F
or years, the life of Barbra Awor,'a row and I do request them to support 
Primary Six pupil of Ambalal Pri- us because we are going to be the ones 
mary School in Lira City has been to replace them tomorrow,"she said. 
one of struggle. Timothy Amet6, 15,a Primary Five pu­

Her life haS been'marked by misery pil at the same school,is also facing the 
and uncertainty ever since her moth- samepredicament.Hisfatherreported­
er allegedly dumped her when she was ly,deserted his family three years ago. 
just three days old. "I was 12 years old when my father 

Awor, now aged 14, has been strug- abandoned home in 2022.He disap­
gling to imagine what parental love pearedfromusbutwearetoldheisstill 
looks like. alive. We were completely deprived. We 

She has never met her mother or fa- survived at the mercy of well-wishers 
ther, who is said to have disappeared since my mother did not have money," 
before Awor was bom having denied Ameto said. 
any responsibility for her mother's Flare International Foundation 
pregnancy. helped him to go back to school last 

"They used to tell me that my mother year, after he dropped out in 2022. 
abandoned me after birth, ev:en my fa- "When I finish my Primary Seven, r 
ther,"Awor told Daily Monitor. didn't know. who will pay my fees since 

She added:"I don't know where they "'my mother doesn't have money to pay 
are now." my tuition," Ameto said. 

Awor lives with her uncle, Mr Mike '. He added: "I want to study and be­
Opio;a boda boda rider at Akwoyo Cell, come a doctor in future. I don't know 
Omito wiml in Lira City East, who she how I will reach that goal" 
said, paid for her education before she Mr Rafael M Kelly Opio, the founder 
dropped out in Primary One after he of Flare International Foundation, ex­
failed to raise enough money to feed ' plained that they started the organi­
them and pay for her education. sation to address some of challenges 

• It was at this time that a Good Samar- in Lango Sub-region, especially after 
itan started paying for her education the end of the Lord's Resistance Army 
from Primary One up to Primary Six. (LRA) insurgency in the early 20005. 

Mr Opio said Awor's mother died" "The post-LRA conflict left behind a 
when she was two years, leaving be- lot of gaps in the education sector, in 
hind three children, whom he has been the health sector, and in the economy. 
struggling to look after amidst hard- A lot of youth, a lot of young children, 
ship since his occupation cannat ade- a lot of people remain very vulnerable. 
quately sustain them. Young children remain without par-

"There was no clothing, food, medical ents. Most of them had nowhere to go," 
care, or school fees, Sometimes they can Mr Opio said. 
send us home for school fees, but be- Flare International Foundation has 
cause we have no money at all, we miss enabled about 500 children in the 
out on lessons,"Awor said. sub-region who had dropped out of 

Barbra Awor, a P.6 pupil of Ambalal 
Primary School. PHOTOS/ CHARITY 
AKULLO 

• 
BARBRA AWOR'S CASE 

Her life has been marked by mi­
sery and uncertainty ever since 
her mother allegedly dumped 
her when she wasjust t hree days 
old. Awor, now aged 14 and in 
Primary Six, has also never met 
her father, because he disap­
peared before she was born. 
She appealed for funds to enable 
heMo go t o secondary school. 

school to reswne studies. 
But Mr Opio is concerned that these 

children may not be able to study be-

Timothy Ameto,15, is a P.5 pupil at 
Ambalal Primary School in Lira City. 

TIMOTHY AMETO'S CASE ' 

He dropped out of school in 
2022 after his father reportedly 
abandoned him and other family 
members three years ago. 
Flare Intemational Foundation 
helped him retum to school last 
year. He is appealing to the pu­
blic to sponsor his secondary 
school education. 

yond Primary Seven. 
"I have been using my personal re­

sources to support these children, but 
we are not in position to continue sup-

porting their secondary education,"Mr 
Opiosaid. 

He added: "I'm appealing to chari- . 
table organisations to take over from 
us so that these vulnerable children 
can also have hope of achieving their 
dreams." 

Mr Opio said at the primary level, they 
have paid fees for the children to study 
at government-aided schools and also 
provided them with scholastic materi­
als. 

"We have over 300 children who are 
skilled in carpentry [and] shoe mak­
ing. And the youth, who have not got 
a chance of going back to education, 
[have] the skill,"he said. 

Mr George Ongom, the director of 
studies at Ambalal Primary S"hool, a 
government-aided school in Lira City, 

> • said they have 560 pupils, the majori­
ty of whom are girls, but the school has 
had a number of challenges. 

He explained that about 400 pupils 
are vulnerable children who do not 
have scholastic materials and some do 
not have where to go during holidays 
but remain at school. 

"Some of these children are dumped 
at the school without any essentials 
and some are even sick, but we struggle 
to feed and treat them;"Mr Ongom said. 

He added: "Those who do not know 
who their parents are are 74. But those 
with single parents, and the vulnerable 
are about 400." 

Mr Ongom said since 2019, Flare In­
ternational Foundation has supported 
53 most vulnerable children to study at 
Ambalal Primary School. 

"But our worry is that from here when 
they complete Primary Seven, they will 
drop out unless Good Samaritans come 
out to support their secondary educa­
tion,"Mr Ongom said. 

He added: "We request other organ­
isations like Unicef, Plan Uganda, and 
the like, at least to come in. I would also 
like to thank the government. They are 
doing their best to support the schools, 
but what they are giving is not enough." 

editorial@ug.nationmedia.com 
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Citizens demand 
accountability from 
Bukedi, West Nile leaders 
BY MUDANGHA KOLYANGHA 

BUKEDI. Residents of Budaka and 
Kibuku districts are demanding ac­
countability from their leaders. 

During a recent engagement with civil 
society organisations, the residents said 
they want leaders to account for public 
funds allocated in the last five years, as 
several of them seek re-election. 

The engagement was held by the 
Uganda National NGO Forum (UN­
NGOF) in collaboration with West Nile 
Civil Society Network (WECISNET) with 
support from the European Union. Un­
der the Strengthening Grassroot So­
cial Accountability [SGSA], the nation­
al NGO Forum has been implement-

ing a t.hree-year project in Bukedi and 
West Nile. 

Mr Lulenti Wairagala , one of the 
chairpersons of Topowa group in Ly­
ama Sub-county, Budaka, said the pro­
ject has empowered citizens to demand 
accountability. 

He added that in the past, few or no 
residents WOllld report complaints 
such as rampant absenteeism and late 
coming by health workers, teachers, 
among others, to the relevant authori­
ties. 
. "The public had complained quiet­
ly, but no one knew what to do. That 
changed with the intervention of the 
project to demand accountability and 
better service delivery . .we didn't know 

Impact. 
Formerly, t here had 
been total outcry from 
the general public 
about the rampant 
extortion of money 
from patients and as 
well shortage of beds 

but this also changed 
completely."- Lulenti Wruragala, 
one of the chairpersons of To pow a 
group in Budaka. 

we had to put pressure and ask the re­
sponsible leaders;'he noted. 

Mr Wairagala, on the responsiveness 
of duty bearers to citizens' concerns 
about service delivery at Lyama Health 
Centre 111, added that there had been 
improveQarrival t40e of medical' staff 
after a meeting was held over the issue. 

"Previously, health workers used to be 
absent or come late and leave early but 
oflate the situation has totally changed 
because of the project,"he said. 

Mr Wairagala further explained that 
the vice of soliciting money from the 
patients, especially from pregnant 
mothers,has stopped. He also said two 
more.beds were delivered b¥ the dis· 

trict in February, bringing number of 
beds to 11. 

"Formerly, there had been total out­
cry from the general public about the 
rampant extortion of money from pa­
tients and as well as shortage of beds 
but this also changed completely," Mr 
Wairagala said. He also added that graz­
ing of animals witl$ the health facility 
stopped after the health management 
unit committee met neighbours of the 
facility and improved collaboration be­
tween politicians and technical staff 

The Budaka District vice chairperson, 
Mr Tom Mukono, said the project has 
reawakened the general public to hold 
leaders accountable in terms of service 
delivery. "It haS played a key role in em­
powering citizens to understand their 
rights,roles,and responsibilities to hold 
government accountable,"he said. 

The project has strengthened com­
munity accountability structures 
through incro...ased citizen confidence 
to demand better services, and also in­
creased citizens' participation in plan­
ning and district responsiveness 

The Uganda National NGO Forum Ex­
ecutive Director, Dr Moses Isooba, said 
the prime objective of the project was 

to contribute towards improved ca­
pacity of citizens and CSOs to hold gov­
ernment accountable for good govern­
ance and service delivery in Bukedi and 
West Nile sub-regions. 

Dr Isooba was speaking at a mul­
ti-stakeholders'reflection on SGSA pro­
ject sustainal::iility under the ~eme, 
"Turning SGSA project to practice: 
Strengthening ownership and sustain­
ing social accountability practices," 
which was held at Bugwere Communi­
cation Centre last week. 

"This project was to reawaken the 
communities through increased citi­
zens'demand for social accountabili­
ty and good governance, improved rep­
resentation oflocalleaders to citizens' 
demand for good governance and ser­
vice delivery and as well as increased 
capacity of CSOs to organise citizen to 
effectively participate in social account­
abllity;"Dr Isooba said. 

The project in Bukedihas beenimple­
mented in greater Bulangira and Tiri­
inyi [Kibuku]and greater Kameruka 
and Lyama [Budaka] whereas in West 
Nile it was being implemented in Kei 
and Yumbe Town council [Yumbe] and 
Tara and Olufe [Maracha]. 
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