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QUOTE OF 
THE DAY 

t a" Gen Elly Kayanja on leadership: "Leadership is not about shouting orders. It is about listening, 
planning and doing what is right even when it is uncomfortable." 

EDITORIAL 

lllV/Aids: Govt should 
take charge, increase 
domestic funding 

T
he country yesterday marked World Aids Day under the 

. global theme 'Overcoming Disruption, Transforming ±he 
Aids Response'. This year's theme prompts reflection on the 
struggles communities are facing in accessing care due to 

dwindling donor support for the HIV/Aids response. 
In Uganda, owing to a steep decline in foreign donations,leaders 

in the HIV/Aids response have indicated disruptions in communi­
ty-level interventions, leaving persons living with HIV (PlllV) vul­
nerable to anxiety and treatment interruptions. 

This interruption in turn increases riSk of deteriorating health 
condition among PLIDV and spread of infections as manyexperi­
ence increased viral load due to inconsistent medication, low ad­
herence, and fulling out of care. Uganda's specific theme is "Build­
ing a Sustainable HIV Response to End Aids as a Public Health 
Threat by ?030". This national theme draws attention to limited 

. domestic funding amid rising disease bur­
den and declining foreign funding. 

The issue: 

HIV/Aids fight 
Our view: 
The 
government 
of Uganda 
should provide 
necessary 
support and 
ensure the 
National 
Medical Stores 
and Joint 
Medical Stores 
adopt the 
best practices 
of US A 10, 
which ensured 
consistent 
availability of 
drugs. 

Information from Uganda Aids Commis­
sion (UAC) 2024 fact sheet, indicates that a 
total of $651 million (Shs2.3 trillion) was 
mobilised for HIV/Aids fight, out of the tar­
geted $836 million (Shs3 trillion) required 
for financing the response in 2022/2023 fi­
nancial year. Of the amount, the domestic 
allocation by the goveinment was $81 mil­
lion -Sbs292 billion or 14 percent of the to­
tal funding. This indicates an unacceptable 
heavy reliance on foreign donations to treat 
and provide support for 1.5 million Ugan­
dans living with mv. 
Although foreign funding had been de­

clining gradually, this year's move by the 
US government to dismantle United States 
Agency for International Development (US­
AID) has worsened struggles in delivery of 
and access to HIV/Aids services, according 
to activists. 

Ms Flavia Kyomukama, head of the Na­
tional Forum of Peopl~ Living with HIVI 
Aids Networks in Uganda (NAFOPHANU), 
warned that their members are reporting 
stock-out ofanti-retroviral drugs (ARVs) due 
to gaps in distribution and supplies by local 
players. 

Pre~ously, USAID was supporting the government to coordinate 
the distribution of the drugs in that drugs would be moved and 
redistributed from facilities which had excess to those experienc­
ing shorta~es. The government of Uganda should provide neces­
sary support and ensure the National Medical Stores and Joint 

. Medical Stores adopt the best practices of US AID, which ensured 
consistent availability of drugs. 

There is also need for increased efforts to close the tap of37,000 
new HIV infections registered annually. The government should 
be intentional by procuring and introducing some of the modern 
tools in prevention like the twice-yearly injectable drug,lenacapa­
vir which was tested in Uganda and provided over 99 percent pro­
tection against infection. 

But the fight is not solely on the government. Individuals should 
take personal responsibility for their health by avoiding risky sex­
ual practices and embracing abstinence, beinK faithful to sexual 
partners, use of condoms and available drugs for HIV prevention. 

Our commIta.-.t to you 
We pledge: 
• To be accurate and fair in all we do. 
• To PEl respectful to all in our pursuit of the truth. 
• To refuse to accept any compensation beyond that provided 

by Monitor Publications Ltd. for what we do in our news 
gathering and decision-making. 

Further, we ask that we be informed whenever ~ou feel that we 
have fallefl short in our attempt to keep these commitments. 

Cartoon. The NTV Presidential Debate 2025 t ook place on Sunday, November 30, 2025, at t he Serena 
Hotel in Kamoala. Uaanda. 
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Internet should eIllpower, 
not harm women and girls 

H 
ashtag,share,scroll,like and com­
ment ... is the inescapable reality of 
how we navigate through the digi­
tal landscape. A landscape that is of­
ten referred to as a web and at times 
likened to a labyrinth that inspires, 

challenges and connects us. 
It is in the in~cacies of connection that 

some find entertainment, education,health 
and wealth, while others also taste the dif­
ferentforms of human kindness. 

In Uganda,however, digital platforms are 
a forbidding snare for many women and 
girls. The web to them is a paradox; invisi­
ble strings that besides empowering, also 
greatly endanger them by interlacing into a 
noose that throttles their freedoms online 
and ultimately turns into abuse. 

From licentious harassment and breach 
of privacy to scurrilous minatory posts that 
prick one's conscience. With biased algo­
rithms, digital blackmail, extortion, disinfor­
mation and manipulation, the consequenc­
es that women and girls suffer remain 
far-reaching. . 

Every year, the 16 Days of Activism Against 
Gender-Based Violence invites the world 
to confront old and new forms of violence 
that are the source of indignity to millions 
of women and girls all over the word. The 16 
Days of Activism help us to further see and 
know the sadnesses that come from the tra­
ditionalforms of violence, and to also see 
and know the pains that come from stereo~ 
typical attitudes towards women and girls. 

This year's theme, "Unite to end digital vi­
olence against all women and girls,is a bold 
step toward ending the emerging forms of 
violence that are being perpetrated in on­
line spaces. Digital violence refers to any 
form of exploitation or abuse that is perpe­
trated through digital technologies like so­
cial media platforms, messaging apps and 
other digital tools .. 

Online abuse always manifests through 

Government) through 
the available legal 
frameworks should liqui­
date online abuse against 
women by taking a ster­
ner approach toward inl: 
plementation ofth ws 
. available. 

........ 
HoodLubowa 
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the invisible hands of perpetrators, who 
navigate the web to harm survivors and ex­
pose them to the intangible cloak of shame 
and ridicule. They intrude on privacy and 
instil fear,doubt and disgust in the survi­
vors. 

In Uganda, at the start of 2025, when on­
line penetration stood at 28 percent, studies 
indicated that 14.2 million Ugandans use 
the internet, with 2.4 million social media 
users,37.6percentofthembeingwomen 
and 62.4 percent being male. 

In a population of over 51 million peo­
ple with women being more than 50 per­
cent, they remain largely left out from digi­
tal platforms, yet even the fraction of those 
who are engaging online,must deal with a 
very hostile environment. The most vulner­
able women are the public figures, enter­
tainers,students and activists. 

Repeatedly they must confront malicious 
narratives that are peddled against them 
and are pervasive in their online encoun­
ters. Women are largely targeted because of 
the deeply rooted misogynistic and patri-

archal societal attitudes, and a legal regime 
that has enforcement inconsistencies and 
gaps. They commonly must deal with cyber­
bullying and harassment, exposure ofpri­
vate information, digital blackmail and ex­
tortion, unsolicited explicit messages,re­
venge pornography, online stalking, crea­
tion offake accounts,and sexist hate speech 
and slurs which are all crafted to abuse and 
harm. 

As many women are caught in the webs of 
their screens, they are heavily harmed, with 
little options to extricate themselves from 
online violence. These actualities are an el­
oquent call for all stakeholders to work to­
ward implanting fidelity to human centric 
and rights-respecting online practices. 

Government, through the available legal 
frameworks should liquidate online abuse 
against women by taking a sterner ap­
proach toward implementation of the laws 
available. Tech companies should improve 
content moderation and diligently and 
promptly respond to threats or abuse that 
involve minors and sexual content. 

Civil society organisations can also cause 
a step change in hannful attitudes through 
literacy initiatives, because everyone should 
know that the web should not be a trap but 
an instnunent of empowerment and free­
dom. 

As we commemorate the 16 Days of Activ­
ism, we should never forget that online vio­
lence against one woman is violence against 
all women and everyone else. 

Digital spaces should not be spaces that 
provide perpetrators with the opportuni­
tyto abuse, exploit or harass survivors rath­
er they should be spaces that amplify voic­
eS,safeguard dignity and offer meaningful 
opportunities to all women and girls as they 
pursue their life goals and aspirations. 

Every individual, and sector; government, .. " 
tech companies and civil society must pro­
vide insurance against online violence for 
women and girls. 

I Hood Lubowa, Civic Engagement & Digital 
Rights Lead, Oxfam in Uganda 
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