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Victory for Brendan 
Fraser is victory for us all 

ABDALLAH MBAJJA 

H
ollywood will finally 
bless us with a third 
sequel in the The 
Mummy franchise. 
Brendan Fraser 

made the announcement a few days 
ago, and the whole world cheered. 

. The original The Mummy is a 
masterpiece of its genre, the sort of 
swashbuckling adventure you rarely 
get these days. 

Fraser has spent the last few 
years lobbying for a fourth film 
in this franchise, and audiences 
cannot help but celebrate the news 
because it will put money in the 
actor's pocket while simultaneously 
elevating his star. 

Fraser is a fascinating case. Many 
of you first saw him in 1997's George 
of the Jungle. He was y.oung and 
handsome, boasting the sort of 
athletic physique and charming 
smile that every woman craved, and 
every man envied. 

No one in their right mind would 
have described him as an underdog. 
So, what changed? 

Common sense will compel you 
to blarile box office flops such as 
Furry Vengeance from 2010, but 
that is only one small aspect of the 

. e9uation. Three components sank 

Fraser's personal and professional 
life. 

First, the actor and his wife (Afton 
Smith) of 11 years divorced. The 
court asked Fraser to pay Afton 
$600,000 annually in alimony and 
child support, a figure that became 
difficult to sustain once Hollywood 
stopped hiring him. 

Secondly, Fraser sustained injuries 
while doing stunts for movies, 
which forced him to undergo a 
litany of surgeries. These operations 
consumed seven years of the actor's 
life. 
They have also raised questions 
about Fraser's ability to lead The 
Mummy 4. Even if you exclude the 
injuries, the actor is 56 years old. 

Fraser has dismissed these 
concerns, explaining that VFX 
and professional stuntmen will fill 
whatever gaps his age and physical ~ 
limitations create. 

This brings us to the Philip W. 
Berk controversy. Berk was the 
president of the Hollywood Foreign 
Press Association, which runs the 

. Golden Globe awards ceremony. 
The board expelled him from his 
position in 2021. 

- However, the questionable 
comments he made about 'Black 
Lives Matter' were merely the 
final straw. Berk's downfall began 

when Fraser accused him of sexual 
-assault. . 

Initially, Berk insisted that Fraser 
was lying. Then he released a ' 
memoir in 2014 that dismissed his 
encounter with the actor as a joke. 
Apparently, he had pinched Fraser's 
butt 'in jest.' 

This is how Fraser described the 
incident: "His left hand reaches 
around, grabs my ass cheek, and 
one of his fingers touches me in 
the taint. And he starts moving it 
around. I felt ill. I felt like a kid. 
I felt like there was a ball in my 
throat. I thought I was going to cry. 
In my mind, at least, something 
had be.en taken away from me." 

The event was so -traumatic 
that Fraser withdrew from the 
Hollywood community. More than 
that, Fraser believes that studios 
stopped casting him because he 
attempted to speak out about 
Berk's actions. He is convinced that 
Hollywood cancelled him. 

The internet's response to 
Fraser's allegations is faSCinating. 
Once his accusations became 
public knowledge in 20is, he 
becarn'e a global darling overnight. 

I call the reaction 'fascinating' 
because male voices on the internet 
who routinely question every 
woman who alleges sexual assault 
did not hesitate to believe Fraser's 
account, suggesting that people are 
more sympathetic about incidents 
that affect their gender, which is 
why women rarely show concern 
for men who are saddled with 
astronomical alimony payments 
when a divorce occurs. 

Putting that aside, Brendan 
Fraser's star has skyrocketed in 
the years since he returned to the 
limelight. After everything he has 
endured, the public wants to see 
him win, which is why the Mummy 
4 announcement generated so 
much excitement. 

Yes, we want to see another film 
in this franchise. But more than 
that, ~e are rooting for Brendan 
Fraser. 

mbffnr8@gmaiLcam 

~I M~R~ t=== 
Another Wicked installtnent out now 

ABDALLAH MBAJJA 

In the sequel to Wicked 2024, 

Glinda is living a lie as the good 
witch of Oz, spreading the Wizard's 
falsehoods and convincing the 
masses that life as they know it will 
continue to thrive as long as Oz 
rules. 

However, she is also haunted by 
her separation from Elphaba, the 
so-called Wicked Witch of the 
West. Glinda wants to broker a 
peace between Elphaba and Oz. But 
she will fail, and the consequences 

. y.rill reverberate throughout the 
land. 

Audiences (96%) are loving 
Wicked: For Good far more than 
critics (76%). Critics have praised 
the cast for their masterful 

• performances. However, some of 
them thought the studio was wrong 
to split this story into two parts 
because it killed the pacing. 

You can watch Wicked: For Good in 
cinemas. 

Jujutsu Kaisen: Execution is 
also available in cinemas, but it 
primarily retells the events of the 
'Shibuya Arc' from season 2. Keep 
that in mind. 

'rile Nerd I" ne ... 
How much brain­
rot content are your 
children exposed to? 

MICHAEL KATEREGGA 

Brain-rot is not quite what I 
thought it was. If you spend any 
amount of time around children, 
you have probably heard them 
utter bizarre terms like 'Trallalero 
Trallalla,' followed by a long string 
of nonsense. 

You have also seen that three­
legged shark with the sneakers 
on their screens. You are not 
wrong in assuming that everything 
they say sounds Italian. Those 
ridiculous characters are actually 
called 'Italian Brain-rot,' and the 
first among them is mere months 
old, having debuted early in 2025 
",nen a content creator combined 
'Trallallero Trallala' (a nursery 
rhyme) with an image of a shark 
wearing sneakers. 

Since then, that genre of 
children's entertainment has gone 
viral. None of it makes sense. 

This is not Teletubbies, which 
shows young viewers the 
importance of sharing, or Sesame 
Street, which can teach them to read 
and write. It is not even Thomas 
the train engine, which attempts to 
tell cogent stories with character 
arcs and a developing narrative. 

Italian brain-rot is just noise and 
flashing lights, which is why experts 
have warned against it. They think 
brain-rot is a danger to children, 
1inked v.1th a reduction in attention 
span, decreased memory retention, 
and mental fatigue. 

Brain-rot overloads the brain 
with shallow content, leaving no 
room for anything else. It can also 
increase stress and anxiety levels. 

I thought the term 'Brain-rot' 
referred exclusively to those Italian 
cartoons children watch online. 
Why? Because children themselves 
call that content 'Brain-rot.' 

Then I did some research 
and found that, not only is the 
definition of brain-rot broader than 
I realize, but the concept has been 
around for decades. 

Brain-rot, as it turns out, refers 
to anything that exposes users to 
low-quality content. Chief amongst _ 
those prominent sources oflow­
quality content is social media 
If you spend hours of your day 
scrolling through your feed on 
social media, you are more than 
likely consuming brain-rot. 

Not all social media content 
counts as brain-rot. That 

term specifically applies to 
unchallenging online content. 

In other words, many parents 
have spent the last few months 
raising the alarm about the 
amount ofbraip-rot their 
children consume. And yet, they 
are just as susceptible to the 
same content. 

In fact, many parents were 
consuming brain-rot before their 
children were born. The negative 
side effects of brain rot in adults 
are no different from what you 
see in children. They tend to 
manifest the same cognitive 
decline. 

Admittedly, this field is 
relatively young, and you will 
be hard-pressed to find any 
scientific studies that can proVide 
tangible data showing the 
negative impact of brain-rot in 
children and adults. But scholars 
are fairly certain that time will 
justify their assumptions. 

The coming decades will show 
us the fruits of this brain-rot 
populations are consuming today. 

Then again, part of me wonders 
whether we are blowing this 
phenomenon out of proportion. I 
came across a BBC article which 
blew my mind. Apparently, the 
term 'Brain-rot' originates from 
a lS54 book called Walden. It is 
not even remotely as recent as I 
assumed. 

Henry David Thoreau (the 
author) said: 'While England 
endeavors to cure the potato rot, 
will not any endeavor to cure the 
brain-rot?' 

Thoreau felt like society was 
moving backwards by prioritizing 
simple ideas over their more 
complex and intellectual 
counterparts. I doubt the masses 
paid any attention to Thoreau. 
And yet, society advanced all the 
same, producing the sort of art 
and culture that Thoreau could 
not have predicted. 

What does that mean? 
Obviously, you should limit 
the amount of brain-rot your 
child consumes. That said, I 
don't think brain-rot is nearly 
as dangerous as people assume. 
I would describe it as a speed 
bump on the road of life. ..h 

Society will adjust to the 
phenomenon. 


