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Uganda Premier League: Goal taps finally open in tight race 
BY DENIS BBOSA 
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KAMPALA. Goals -in glut -are the 
lifeline or any league in world foot­
ball, and this St.ar'I'imesb:ganda Pre­
mier League season has begun har-=­
vesting them in baskets. 

After years oflamenting blunt at-

. tacks and chronic scoring droughts, 
the new campaign has exploded in­
to life,servingup goals with abandon . 
and injecting fresh vibrancy into a 
traditionally tight league. 

Reigning champions Vipers have 
already flashed their sharp attack­
ing arsenal twice in devastating fash­
ion - first by mauling Express 3-{) at 
Nakivubo last week, and then by dis- • 
mantling UPDF 5-1 <1t St Mary's Stadi­
um,Kitende on Tuesday night. 

The goals came in all manners, 
shapes and from various scorers, un­
derscoring the Venoms' renewed of­
fensivemenace. ' 

At Kitende, Milton Karisa opened 
the floodgates on 33 minutes, sweep­
ing home after combining brilliantly 
with the lively Gusto M~ongo. 

Big Game Looms. Express' Khasim 
Mustafa (R) control tile ball recent­
ly. PHOTO/JOHN BATANUDDE 

Four minutes later, Mulongo - who . 
ran the UPDF backline ragged -
doubled the lead, coolly slotting past 
goalkeeper Abdul Kimera after a de­
fence-splitting pass from Allan Okel-
10. UPDF briefly revived hope when 
Samuel Ssekamatte curled in a spec­
tacular free kick at 46 minutes, on­
ly for Vipe:r:s to immediately restore 
eontrol as Mulongo added hiS second 
- a towering header off Arafat Usa­
rna's delivery - on the stroke of half­
time. 

After the break, Robin Kane Hney 
stretched the lead with a stunning 
long-range strike on 56 minutes,leav­
ing Kimera rooted. Substitute Moses 
Waiswa then applied the final gloss . 
in the 75th minute, his composed ef­
fort slipping through the keeper's 

legs for a fifth. . 
Now sitting third with 16 points 

from six games, one behind joint 
leaders KCCA and SC Villa but with 
two games in hand, Vipers threaten 
to unleash another goal fest when 
they visit Nec tomorrow at the MIN 
Omondi StadiumifUPDF's collapse is 
anything to measure by. 

Elsewhere, the league's goal taps are 
opening beyond Kitende.Edward Go­
lola's rejuvenated URA, who host Ki­
tara today at Nakivubo, have already 
shown their appetite for heavy scor­
ing, having subjected Buhimba Unit­
ed to a 7-3 bruising last week. 

They now fuce Wasswa Bbosa's Ro.y­
als, fresh from a 2-:-1 win over Police 
and sitting sixth on 13 points, in an- ~ ~ 
otherpotentiallyhigh-scoring affair. 
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Trophy Joy. 
Elephants cele­
brate victory at 
Jinja SS Oval af­
ter being crowned 
champions of the 
Batball XJinja 
T1O, a tournament 
showcasing Ugan­
da's emerging 
cricket talent. 
PHOTO/EDDIE 
CHICCO 

Elephants rise as Batball 
Jinja no eDlpowers youth 
Empowennent. The Batball X Jinja T10 Cham­
pionship has become a landmark for Uganda's 
emerging cricket talent, offering teenagers a pro- . 
fessional stage to showcase their skjlls while bridg­
ing the gap between school-level cricket and elite 
competiti~n. With four franchises, 56 merit-based 
players, globEd streaming, and strong sponsorship 
backing, the tournament is truly a solid platform, 

BY DARREN AJ..LAN KYEYUNE 
& INNOCENT NDAWULA 

2025 BATBALL X JINJA T10 
TOURNAMENT_FINAL 
Elephants 69/6 Bulls 5118 

{E./eJ2hants won by 18...ll(!lln~s) __ 

-- _._--

3RD. _LACE PLAY·OF 
Leopards 94/3 Rhinos 8115 

(Leo.QJ!rd~ W01t~ 13 runs~ 

SEMIFINAL RESULTS 
Rhinos 37/10 Elephants 38/2 

(Elephants won by 8 wickets> 

L~pards 87/5 Bulls 8815 

(Bulls-won by 5 'Wickets> 

O
ne big prevalent challenge in tal­
ent monitoring and develop­
ment is found at the under-13 lev­
el skill building as well as the re­

tention stage in any sport after second­
aryschool. 

Cricket Uganda has laboured with 
those grades, especially the latter as 
a iot of talent matches away from the 
semi-professional pursuit to cor­
porate life. 

But Cricket Uganda's 
partnership with BatBall 
Uganda Limited is help­
ing to close out that gap. 
Batball, an organisation 
focused on de\leloping 
youth cricket through a 
structured pathway of tour­
naments, staged a pivotal Bat­
ball X Jinja TI0 Championship for 
teenagers in Jinja recently. 

With four franchises Bulls, Elephants, 
Leopards and Rhinos, a group of young­
sters competed over 16 matches in a 

lo-over per innings format at Jinja Sec­
ondary Schooi Cricket Ground with 
the competitors picked from the Crick­
et Uganda Boys' schools' development 
program. 

Full pathway 
"The purpose of this tournament was 

to give talented young Ugandan crick-
eters a professional stage to shine 

while strengthening the 
full pathway from school 

cricket to elite cricket,"re­
marked Batball Uganda 
CEO Aakarshit Madaan. 

Batbail partnered with 
Cricket Uganda and iden­

tified promising talent 
from the Boys Schools Crick­

et Week this year and merged 
them with university-going play­

ers as well as some faces from the coun­
try's U23 pool. 

"From this, 56 players were selected 
purely on merit, in addition to availa-

bility, and recent performances," said 
Madaan. "Batball X delivered glob­
al visibility through free worldwide 
streaming, secured sponsorship to 
ensure financial sustainability, and 
produced high-octane, competitive 
games with thrilling results." 

On the pitch, Elephants led by Has­
san Bagaga, from the Jinja SS system, 
defeated the Bulls by 18 runs after set-
ting 69-6 with Ronald Magezi strok-~ -
ing 32 runs Off23 balls including three 
boundaries. 

Daniel Keith Amani of the Bulls had 
picked figures of 3/ 5 and five dots in 
two overs but it did not seem enough. _ $~ 

The Bulls struggled to bat to their~ 
target, Amos Luhakana top-scoring 
with 140ff21 while Amanimade with 
13 off 15 as Elephants' Elvis Chomba 
produced a spectacular over of 214 
and three dots. . ~ 

Another trumpet soundly bowling 
from Abraiz Ali Mir of.ltl0 and eight 
dots with a maiden over of two jl.lst 
had the wheels come off the charging 
Bulls'feet to take home the prize mon-

. eyofShs2m. 
Amani finished as the tournament's 

best batsman with 159 runs while Ba­
gaga wrapped up the showpiece with 
11 wickets but the more familiar Pius 
Oloka finished as the player oftourna­
ment for the Leopards with 112 runs 
and 11 wickets. 

"This tournament adds value to 
Uganda's entire grassroots ecosys­
tem -more competition, more visibil­
ity, more commercial interest, and a 
stronger pipeline feeding into nation­
al pool and international cricket,"add-

· edMadaan. • 
The senior players will feature at the 

forthcoming Batball Maxx Challenge 
CUp, which serves as grading qualifi- __ 

. ers for the Maxx T20 main event due-~ 
next year. 

Batball was sUpported by Bellevue 
Hotel, Saffron, Dafabet, Minhas Mo­
tors, Mayuge Stones,Roke Telkom, Ke­
shwala Group and. the Jinja Associa­
tion of Cricket Clubs (JACC). 

THE~WARD WINNERS 
Best Batsman:_ Dan Keith Amani 

(Bulls) 159 runs 

Best BQ.wler: . 
Hassan Bagaga (Elephants) 
l1.Yiickets ____ _ 

Player Of The To.urname""n",t: ..... ' __ 

Pius Oloka.(Leopardsl 

112 runs & nwiCkets 


