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Museveni cautions against 
'empty~~ quick-rlX promises 
UGANDNS' 
BG)LDVOICE 

The incumbent also 
cautioned voters to 
be wary of candidates 
with unrealistic 
commitments. 

BY SYLVIA NAMAGEMBE 

The ruling National Resistance 
Movement (NRM) party presi­
dential candidate, Mr Museveni, 
has pledged that his government 

will e~ on implementing develop-
. ment projects in phases. He argued that 

steady and plarihed investment dcliv­
ers lasting results, unlike his opponents' 
promises of quick fixes. 

Campaigning in BU6henyi District, 
Ankole Sub-region, yesterday, the in­
cumbent saig. his 2026 agenda focus­
es on completing economic infrastruc­
ture, strengthening unity and address­
ing corruption in government pro­
grammes. He also cautioned voters to 
be wary of candidates with unrealistic 
commitments. 

"We are going to handle all issues bit 
by bit and by that, the pregress can be 
steady. Leave alone these presiden­
tial candidates sweet talking you·and 
promising to handle salary increments, 
irinovation and all pressing issues all at 
once when they become the ruling gov­
ernment,"Mr Museveni said. 

He added: "As NRM, we won't promise 
that. Those arejust persuasive talks and 
acts of rebels who are not honest with 
service delivery." 

Local leaders had earlier presented 
a memorandum highlighting priority 
needs, including funding for youth sav­
ings and credit co-operatives soCieties 
(Saccos), the establishment ofindustri­
al parks, and improving electricity dis­
tribution, which currently stands at 
about 29 percent in Ankole Sub-region. 
The memorandum also requested road 

President Museveni, accompanied by First Lady.Janet Museveni, waves to his supporters atop a vehicle as he arrives 
at Laki High School playground in Rwampara District to address his campaign rally on Monday. PHOTOjPPU 

upgrades to ease mobility. 
Mr Museveni said his 2026 agenda 

for the sub-region focuses on complet­
ing economic and social infrastructure, 
tackling corruption infested in Parish 
Development Model (PDM) funds, uni­
ty among all and investment opportu­
nities. 

"We have done most of the things for 
you so far,and I urge you to avoid identi­
ty politics, which is discriminatory. Eco­
nomic infrastructure like roads, elec­
tricity, water and Internet will be pri­
oritised, with some projects already 
underway like the construction com­
pany already there to start soon for 
the Bwizibwera-Nyakambu-Nsika­
Nyakashaka-Nyakabirizi Road,"he said 

Mr Museveni cited the district's 
social infrastructure as evidence of 
progress, noting that Bushenyi now 
has 151 government primary schools 
and 16 secondary schools, complITed 
to just three junior secondary schools 
in the 1950s. The rise of private and 
missionary schools, he said, reflected 
higher household incomes and 
growing investment, which are fuelling 

VOTES IN BUSHENYI 

In the 2021 General Election, Mr 
Museveni, the incumbent, gar­
nered 66,572 votes, followed 
by National Unity Platform pre­
sidential candidate Robert Kya­
gulanyi Ssentamu with 10,937 
votes in Bushenyi District. 

the increasing population. 
The NRM flagbearer also raised con­

cerns over corruption in the Parish De­
velopment Model (pDM), a poverty al­
leviation programme. He urged citi­
zens to submit evidence ofmisallocat­
edfunds. 

"The PDM money is still infested with 
corruptiorr. Anyone with evidence for 
these people should give it to me and 
I will look for them,"Mr Museveni said. 

While in Rwampara District on 
. Monday, still in the Ankole Sub-region, 
he directed PDM officials to stop 
denying youth access to funds over 
claims they lack land, saying project 

viability, not land ownership, should 
determine approval as a design 
for all Ugandans, especially in the 
subsistence economy. 

"For the youth,1 have heard reports 
that elders are not allowing them 
to access PDM at the parish because 
they don't have land .. Stop that. Get 
their projects and review them and 
leave them to invest in whatever they 
want. They can rent land to invest in 
anything they wish," Mr Museveni 
said. 

He also showcased the district's in­
frastructure and investment po­
tential, promising upgrades for key 
roads, including Buteraniro-Bugam­
ba-Rwoho-Bukoni-Kitwe and Ruti­
Mwizi-Kikagate. Mr Museveni said 
improved transport would boost 
trade and reduce costs. 

He also committed to delivering 
a district hospital in the next term 
to serve hard-to-reach areas. He 
applauded improvements in health 
services, noting that all eight sub­
counties now host at least one health 
facility. 
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We will take back our land,Bobi Wine assures Luweero voters 
BY DAN WANDERA 

LUWEERO. National Unity Plat­
form (NUP) presidential candidate Rob­
ert KYagulanyi, alias Bobi Wme, has ral­
lied ):lis supporters in Luweero District 
to vote out the ruling government he ac­
cuses of paying a deaf ear to land grab­
bing. 

Mr KYagulanyi, while addressing his 
second rally at Kalule playground in Ny­
imbwa Sub-county, claimed that the Na­
tional Resistance Movement (NRM)-led 
government is not concerned about 
people who have lost theirland to grab­
bersin parts of the countryJike Luweero. 

"It is okay for the NRM when our pro-

pIe are losing land to grabbers and it is 
also okay when our people are failing to 
get all the other basic services. But I tell 
you that this is not okay. We shall recover 
our land when we vote- out the NRM on 
January 15,2026,Dhe said. 

Mr ~gulanyi told his supporters that 
the ongoing campaigns are a struggle to 
hberate Uganda from a system that has 
crippled all sectors of the economy. 

"If this was a normal campaign, Pres­
ident Museveni and his system would 
not be spending billions of shillings to 
try and stop Bobi Wine from campaign­
ing. You have seen the soldiers and the 
police whofill the highway and disrupt 
my.movements, especially inBuganda 

[Sub] region,Dhe said 
Mr Kyagulanyi, who also held cam­

paign rallies at Zirobwe Town Coun­
cil and KYegombwa Parish in Luweero 
Town Council, claimed that the NRM 
goveniment has targeted his campaigns 
in Buganda SUb-region with major dis- , 
ruptions to his movements and tear gas- , 
sing ofhis supporters, with registered 
deaths resulting from injuries. 

"Even as we talk (today),one of our sup­
porters has just died because of in juries. 
This is the kind of campaign that we are 
goingthrough,Dhe said. This publication 
could not independently verify the de-
1ailsnfthe supporter Mr ~gulanyi said 
died yesterday. 

Ms Amina Nankinga, a resident of 
Nyimbwa SUb-countyin Luweero Dis­
trict, said she has lost three acres to 
suspected land grabbers. 

"We are yet to get the protection 
from land grabbers. I want the next 
President to ensure the Bibanja hold­
ers get security over their respective 
land. The land grabbers are very pow­
erful people,"she said. 

Mr Yusuf Ssebagala, a resident of 
Wobulenzi Town Council, said:"1 
want the next President to settle the 
unemployment challenge among the 
youth. The little land left behind by 
our ancestors was taken away by land 
grabbers." 

Nandala 
pledges to 
end terror of 
money lenders 
BY SYLIVIA KAruSHABE 

WAKISO. The Forum for Democrat­
ic Change (FDC) presidential candidate, 
Mr Nathan Nandala Mafabi,has pledged 
to establish cooperative and agricultural 
banks to offer low-interest.loans to Ugan­
dans. He said the move will end years 
of exploitation by moneylenders who 
charge exorbitant interest rates. 

Addressing his fist rally of the day in 
~dondo East, Wakiso District, Mr Nan­
dala said several households and small 
businesses are trapped in poverty be­
cause they depend on private money­
lenders who demand interest rates as 
high as 50 percent per month,a burden 
that keeps borrowers in a cycle of debt. 

"Imagine someone borrowing 
ShS100,000 and being asked to pay 
Shs50,ooo interest in one month. How 
do you pay more than 50 percent inter­
est injust 30 days? That is why people 
end up working for moneylenders,while 
they grow richer,you become poorer,"Mr 
Nandalasaid. 

He stated that his government would 
immediately capitalise a cooperative 
bank to support cooperatives across the 
country, and an agriculture bank dedi­
cated to farmers and agribusiness. 

Mr Nandala said both banks will offer 
low interest loans to enable people grow 
their enterprises without fear oflosing 
property to money lenders. 

He re-echoed his plan to revive coop­
eratives, drawing the example ofBugisu 
Cooperative Union, to find market and 
better pric~ for farmefs'products. 

"You used to have coffee here, but it 
died. There is money in coffee and coop­
eratives help farmers sell at better pric­
es. We shall revive them so that you can 
again benefit from them,"Mr Nandala 
said. 

He also promised non-refundable seed 
capital to business people, noting that 
they can also pay taxes when their busi­
nesses grow. 

OTHER PROMISES 

The FDC candidate also ple­
dged to solve the issue of un em­
ployment among the youth, no­
ting that his government will in­
crease funding in sectors like 
agriculture, industrialisation, 
and trade that create jobs. 
"They wake up every day walk- • 
ing the streets in search of 
jobs. We have a plan to ensure 
every Ugandan engages in an in­
come-generating activity so that 
everyone has money in their 
pocket," Mr Nandala Mafabi said;.b 
He also promised to improve 

the road netowrk. 
"The current government has 
failed to construct proper roads. 
Money that should build 20 kilo­
metres is instead used to build 
one kilometre. I pledge that we 
will construct and upgrade roads 
across the country. We shall re­
build Uganda so that you can live 
comfortably and proudly in your 
own country,"Mr Nandala stated. 


