Uganda sends fargest team to Harare

By Julius Kafuluma

The Uganda Chess Federa-
tion (UCF) has strengthened
its contingent for the up-
coming Africa Youth Chess
Championships in Harare by
adding two in-form junior
stars, bringing the country’s
delegation to an unprece-
dented 18 players.

Rising talents Daniel
Odokonyero and Apollo
Ahumuza are the latest
inclusions, joining the pre-
viously confirmed 16-player*
squad. Odokonyero earned
his place after an impressive
silver-medal finish in the
U14 category at the Africa
Individual Schools Chess
Championship held in Mom-
basa earlier this year.

Ahumuza, one of Uganda’s
most consistent juniors in
recent months, also received
a well-deserved call-up. He
was voted Best Junior in the
2025 National League and
claimed gold in the same
campaign. His superb form
further includes a runner-up
finish in the U1700 Open at
the Zabasajja Memorial and
victory in the same category
at the Rwabushenyi Memori-
al Championship.

Their arrival completes
the largest team Uganda
has ever assembled for the
continental event.

UCE has also confirmed
Coach Patrick Mukasa as

PHOTO BY JULIUS KAFULUMA

Odokdnyero (L) and Wabwire

part of the travelling delega-
tion. Mukasa will serve both
as team official and guardian
to the five KTLCA players
included on the squad.

Among the notable names
on the roster are National
Junior Champion Sana Kay-
yar Omprakash (U18 girls), -
2021 Africa Schools champi-
on Edwin Pido (U18 open),
U14 African champion
Juliet Asaba, and U10 silver
medalist Elvis Tumusiime.
The team also features U12
bronze medalists Ronald
Wabwire and Suhana Anil
Yadav, alongside Dasha
Zalwango and Shoubhith
Omprakash Kayyar in the
U16 category.

Other members include
Sankara Oyang, Samora
Atubo, Aaron Kagoda Mugi-
sha, Garry Noah Bigisha,
Sean Mulema Wavamunno,
Ssengero Ernest Kiggundu,
Anabel Mawerere Kirabo,
and Psalm Nicole Tamale,
competing across the U8 and
U12 divisions.



