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_ WOIllen~s political participation 
The number of women joining elective politics for di­
rectly elected seats, which have been previously dom­
inated by men, has increased at all levels. They argue 
that they can represent their constituencies more 
effectively than men can. David'Wandeka talked to 
some female politicians in the Elgon Sub-region about 
their aspiration~. ' ~ . 

NRM's Wanyenya is never ~g up 

.-.:"_ the National Resistance Movement ~
afiga Wanyenya. is the flag bearer of 

NRM) party for the Bungokho North 
constituency in Mbale District. The 

35-year-old is contesting against four men, 
including the incumbent, Dr John Faith 
Magolo, whom she defeated in the party 
primaries. 

In the last general election, five years ago, 
Wanyenya was the NRM flag bearer, but 
she lost to Dr Magolo, who contested as an 
independent candidate. 

"I chose·to contest for the direct seat 
because 1 want to inspire women. 1 come 
from Wanale Sub-county, where the girl 
child has remained behind, unrecognised. 

"" Girls are not given priority when it comes 
to attending school," she says. 

The masters degree holder says this 
situation, coupled with her winning the 
party flag, has propelled l1er to show 

_ the world the capability of women to 
~ outshine men. 

"The seat has always been occupied by 
men, and my opponents lJ,Sed that to de­
campaign me. They said I should have 
contested for the Woman Member of 
Parliament (MP) seat instead of daring 
men," she explains. 

for seats as councilors, LCV chairperson, 
LCIII chairpersons. She believes this 
is going to change the status quo in 
Bungokho North and the entire Bugisu 
Sub-region. 

"My husband is not from the 
constituency I am seeking election for, 
and that has become a campaign tool 
for the other contenders. However, the 
majority of voters in Bunghoko North 
constituency are women and youth. They 
appreciate the fact that I seek to represent 
them," she explains. 

The politician says her husband has 
been encouraging. and supportive, 
offering financial support, and 
understanding her busy schedule and 
desire to represent her people. 

"Women who dare to stand for direct 
seats need a very strong man beside them 
because at times, situations are tagged to 
them. During the campaigns, you relate 
with different men, and some people will 
say that you are having relationships with 
them. If you do not have a supporting 
husband, such words will affect you," she 
advises. 
Wanyenya calls on men to support 

female politicians, especially in the face 
Wanyenya reveals that at the lower 

levels, there are more women cgntesting 
of daily cyber abuse, instead of fighting Shafiga Wanyenya, the NRM flag bearer for Bungokho North, campaigning in Bubyetse Parish. 
them. ~ 
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Man Illen fear ~Illpo-wered -wolllen Wokuri Madanda 

Margaret Wokuri Madanda (R) carrying out door-to-door campaigns in Busamaga Ward, Industrial Division, Mbale City. PHO­
TOS/DAVID WANDEKA 

argaret Wokuri Madanda, 
contesting as MP for 
Industrial City Division in 
Mbale City on Forum for 

Democratic Change (FDC) ticket. 
She is the FDC's vice president 
for the Eastern Region. In the last 
election,shecontested for Woman 
MP for Mbale CitY lost to Connie 
Galiwango Nakayenze. 

"The law does not restrict us 
to only the Woman MP seat, 
so I chose to run for direct 
representation. I was born in 
this division of the city, so it is 
easy for me to canvass for votes 
because 1 am conversant with the 
challenges the residents face," she 
says. 

Madanda shares that one of 
the reasons she chose the door­
to-door strategy of canvassing 
for votes is to correct the 
impression that every woman 
who campaigns while wearing a 
gomesi is running for the Woman 
MPseat. 

"Women fear contesting for 
direct seats because of the high 
poverty levels among them, 
compared to men. Men have 
more money to spend on voters. 
However, I keep telling them that 
I do not have money and that 

they should vote for me as thei,r 
daughter," Madanda adds. 
Her husband is a former 

lecturer of gender studies, and 
she says this is probably why 
he understands her political 
situation. 

He appreciated empowered 
women, yet he is aware that 
men fear them. He has always 
been supportive of her political 
journey. 

"Several female politicians 
have approached me with 
problems about their husbands 
not supporting them. 1 have been 
part of delegations that have 
gone into homes to intervene 
and counsel husbands. 1 tell them 
that their wives will not run away 
from home, and neither will the 
marriage collapse just because 
the wife has joined active 
politics,"the politician intimates. 

Some of the issues she intends to 
tackle, once elected, are the long 
distances women have to walk to 
access healthcare, the scarcity of 
clean and safe water, and the high 
interest rates changed by money • 
lenders whenever women in 
business want to borrow money. 
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