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Beyond dance will change 
your FGM outlook, forever 
There is more than 
enough information on 
FGM. However, this book 
is different because of 
the shocking singularity 
of the voices it holds like 
a conversation you can-
not miss. ' . 

BY PHILLIP MATOGO 

gularity of the voices it holds like a con- uniform. as if possessed, cutting an av­
versation you cannot miss. erage of 100 girls per village,"writes Ms. 

Beyond the Dance is a compilation of Kituyi. REACH is a European Union (EU) 
testimonies and poems about the humil- regulation that stands for Registration, 
iationof FGM, and about the resulting . Evaluation, Authorisation, and Restric­
deprivation'and loss. It encompass~ ac- ' tionofChemicals. 
counts, factual in some cases and lyrical Yes, you read that correctly:·100 girls per 
in others, of the experience of this prac- village. Kapchorwa has 453 villages. So I 
tice lived or witnessed, and the visceral will allow you to be left dumbfounded by 
responses to the practice. your own Maths. There is a silver lining to 

The anger is palpable, the bafflement this storm-tossed story, however. It lies in 
tangible. Beside the pain, though, is the the title. 
hope borne of the voices raised by gov- Another story which really got me, they 
ernments, organizations, institutions all got me, but another one was by Lillian 
and individuals, urging a stop to the prac- Tindyebwa. This one is semi-eponymous­
tice and coaxing oft-unwilling communi- lytitled: Beyond the Music and the Dance. 

T
here are some books that you do not ties into abandoning it or transforming Bear in mind that the title owes its be­
want to read if you are faint of heart. it into a meaningful ritual that builds up ing to traditional dance associated with 
That's because they are so powerful- rather than ruins. the rituals surrounding FGM among 
ly emotive that you will be reduced to The voices that bring FGM into sharp- communities in Uganda, particularly 

tears_ . . er focus in this book are strong bee!; so to the Pokot and Tepeth ethnic groups in 
. One-rriinUte you're a person, the next speak. the Karamoja region, is called the Naleyo 

you're the very personification of weep- However, the effect that takes hold dance. 
ing. Then, everyone who meets you be- of you packs something of a whiskey Among the Sebei (Sapiiny) in the east­
comes N gligi wa Thiong' 0 as they urge punch. It hits hard, leaving you sturn- ern part of the country, who also practice 
you to Weep Not, Child. bling. You might even collapse under the FGM, pre-initiation ceremonies involve 

Which is also a 1964 novel by Kenyan au- sheer emotional weight of the tales here- general singing and dancing as a festivity. 
thor Ngligi wa Thiong'o. It was his first in. Thereafter, you will be transported by ' It was sad how.the interviewee felt 
novel, published in 1964 under the name every word and inflection paired to im- : loved by her father as a child because 
James Ngugi. . , , pair your ability to remain indifferent. : she was blissfully unaware that the real 

Beyond the Dance, a book by Uganda , In the first story "Don't Count on me", : source ofhis love lay in the fact that he 
Women Writers Association (FEMRITE) is : we are introduced to a circumciser Ami- : could commodify her gender and snag 
such a teaIjerker. , n a Buraimu by Betty Kituyi: 'The REACH ' some bride wealth. It is heartless, actual­

It anthologizes voic~s of women on fe- ' p rogramme described her as 'danger- : ly.But the story gets worse. 
male genital mutilation (FGM). : ous'because, as the most experienced cir- : I told you this book will knock you for a 

I know. : cumciser in Kapchorwa, she was as swift ' loop. It not only highlights a cultural evil, 
We have more than enough informa- ' as Kipsiro, the Kapchorwa-born athlete, : it does so in way that arrests the reader's 

tion on FGM, you say. However, this book : scampering from village to village,~ g: qpe,gtionin ways that are ~ fA cJraJl.ge 
is different because of the shocking sin- , from hill to hill in lier red circumcisIOn 1, your oUtlook,forever. ~ . ~ 
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Genocide by Denial: 
How profiteering from 
HIV/Aids killed millions 
BY LAMBERTRUSOKE 

S
tanding on the lake shores ofLake Victoria in the villages ofKasen­
sero in Rakai District,the eVening waves blow away. 

From a distance, the local fishermen are seen laying their 
traps(nets),preparing for anovernightofprey catching. 

'llhis is their life. This is their economic activit}\and noneseems both­
ered by the 'strange' onlookers~ho are admiring the way the nets are 
being laid,or acknowledging the strength that these fishermen have, 
to be out there in thewa~oncanoes thathave no lifejackets,and yet 
its business as usual foz:.the folks. ' 

But beyond this rather summarily observation, is a well scripted, 
informative,touching, and sad account ,for the roots of HIV/AIDS at 
Kasensero, by a man who has beexrright at the forefront of the HIVI 
AIDS fight . 

Dr Peter Mugenyi comes to the fore , with his <no-holds barred' ap­
proach, mixed with anguish and yet in a way whistle blowing and 
fightingforthe poor in his book, Genocide By Denial-How Profiteering 
fromIHWAIDS Killed Millions. 
The 292-paged book breaks down the nitty gritty of the disasterthat 

HIV/AIDS is,and singles out in very well structured chapters,how the 
locals were caught by surprise, ignoring the factual truth, only heed­
ing to voodoo cures as is the case in African traditional settings,and 
then purely turning the blame. of the millions of deaths to a mindset 
of Profiteering from the manufacture and sell of drugs,rather than a 
balance between profits andmorals. 
In here,hementions of how earlier efforts to fight the disease in Poor 

Africa,and Uganda in particular was down to something called, 'Trag­
icDenial'. 

Tragic in a sense that, tlierewas. a killer disease taking the sons and 
, daughters of a country.Denial,in a sense that whereas efforts to fight 

the disease were identified earlier on,the hurdles were always with 
the exorbitant drug prices,that many a person could hardly afford. 

And yet, relevant stakeholders could-easily have intervened on this 
price issue,save for the 'business line"involved,from the big pharma­
ceutical companies seeking reward for their Research and Develop­
ment woiks,to International experts brought in devise means ofre­
ducing the scourge, to government officials with a hand ready to re­
ceive envelopes from the richer nations of experts andcut on the fight 
for equal rights. _ 

Dr Mugenyi's account in this one is that of a man Who nashad first 
hand encounter with the patients, pharmaceutical companies, re­
search experts, governmentofficihls andinternational'donors over 
the years,and was privy to have been part of the fight of the first cases 
ofHIV/AIDS or'slim'when many-were still living in denial. 

Dr Mugenyi was also was agem when he led efforts, though at first in 
vain, to fight the denial of drugs to the poor patients who were dying 
qmetlyandsoftly.AndbiswottswiththeteamattheJointCJjnicalRe­
search Organization(JCRC) cannot go unnoticed. 

Following the commemoration of World Aids D~ on Monday,De­
cember 1, Genocide by Denial is a piece of literature that. any human 
, willing to know and-learn about the deadly disease, should read out 
andjoin hands to fight the genocide. 

Read Out Loud • 
I would turn to ' page 

191,under the chapter'DU­
bious Schemes', where Dr ­
Mugenyi, goes on to plead 
,in an interpreted. local say­
ing, 

"If you deny help 10 a 
drowning man ,at least 
spare him the laughter" 

He was mainly pointing 
out to all businesses espe- -
cially Pharmaceutical Com­
panies, that, however much 
they have to get profits from 
their trade,an ethical way 
in doing so, would go a long 
way in saving the poor peo­
ple from dying. 
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