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NRM prioritises peace 3:Ild 
• •• tructure -Musevem 
UGANDNS 
BCDLDVOICE 

Mr Museveni said with­
out peace, no country 
can progress. He cited 
ongoing conflicts in 
neighbouring countries 
as evidence. 

BY ALEX ASHABA 

The NRM presidential candidate, 
Mr Yoweri Museveni. has said the 
NRM government's top priority 
throughout its yeats in power has 

been maintaining peace, which he de­
scribes as the foundation of Uganda's 
development. 
. . Mr Museveni;who was campaigniilg 
in Ntoroko District last Friday at Karu­
gutu Primary School, said without 
peace,no country can progress. He cit­
ed ongoing conflicts in neighbouring 
countries as evidence. 

"Other countries like DR Congo have 
been at war. Ugandans living near the 
border, especially in Ntoroko and Bun­
dibugyo, can testify to this. Uganda is 
hosting 70Q,OOO Congolese refugees 
who fled because of insecurity. Those 
are the ones who Slcx-vived; many lost 
their property. So when you vote for 
NRM, know why, you are voting for 
peace." 

The President said the NRM's second 
major contribution is development, 
which includes both economic and so­
cial growth. He highlighted road con­
struction as an example of the govern­
ment's commitment to improving eco­
nomic infrastructure. 

"When we came to power, the tarmac 
road coming to this side ended in Mit­
yana. We had no money, so we used 
barter trade with Yugoslavia. We gave 
out cow-pe.as so that we could work on 
the road up to Mubende, then pushed 
.it to Fort Portal, Bundibugyo, Lamia, 
and other areas in Bunyoro and Kam­
wenge,"he said. 
Mr Museveni, however, expressed 

concern that some of to day's leaders 
do not follow what he called the "bush 
war method" of disciplined and patient 
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ed secondary schools. He compared 
this to the early 19608, when the en­
tire region had only a few secondary 
schools. 

"In 1961, when I was atNtare, there 
were only three boys' secondary 
schools and three girls' secondary 
schools. Bwamba County, which is 
now Bundibugyo and Ntoroko, had 
very few schools. OUr plan is for every 
parish to have a primary school and 
every sub-county to have a secondary 
school,"he said. 

Regarding health services, Mr 
Museveni said out of Ntoroko's 10 
sub-counties, two have health centre 
IVs while four lack health centre IIIs. 
He announced government plans to 
elevate Karugutu Health Centre to a 

'~.I111!!",,,,,IIII!-:: district hospital and upgrade other 
:... ~ facilities from health centre II to III. 
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work. 
"Today I came by government heli-

. copter from Kanyamirima in Bundib­
ugyo, where UPDF soldiers are still stay­
ing in grass-thatched houses. For us, the 
bush war people, that is our method. 
One by one, we make a bundle,"he said. 

He stressed the importance of priori­
tisation. He criticised the idea that S91-
diers must first be provided with luxu­
ry housing before focusing on national 
defence. 

He added that many roads the govern­
ment built through hard work are now 
deteriorating because leaders fail to pri­
oritise. 

He ~o cited the recent strike by Arts 

teachers demanding immediate salary 
increment, calling it an example of in­
discipline and misplaced priorities . 

"From now on, we are going to be 
strict. Your Speaker of Parliament trav­
elled on a bad road, fell sick, and was 
hospitalised. She has seen it. NRM cad­
res must know what comes first. Roads 
are important, even.if you are a teach­
er, a good road helps you. Farmers also 
need good roads. For Us, peace is first, 
roads second, then electricity, health, 
education, and the rest if the budget al­
lows." 

On education, Museveni said Ntoroko 
District has 38 government-aided pri­
mary schools and five government-aid-

President Museveni said develop­
ment is meaningless if people do not 
have wealth. 

"In the 1960s, people talked about 
development; people had been on 
tarmac roads and had electricity, but 
they remained poor. Even in Kampa­
la today, children are born in slums. 
There is tarmac and electricity, but 
people are still poor. People must 
learn to differentiate between devel­
opment and wealth,"he said. 

He added that some people who are 
wealthy today earned their riches . 
through hard work, especially by en­
gaging in agriculture. 
Mr Museveni said Ntoroko's low­

lands are suitable for growing man­
gos, which is a perennial crop that 
provides continuous harvests. 

He also praised the people of Bun­
dibugyo for doing well with cocoa, 
coffee, and palm oil, enterprises they 
adopted after learning from practic­
es in DR Congo. 
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Acholi Chiefdom 
seeks peaceful 
2026 elections 
BY SUSAN ACHOLA 

ACHOLI. The Acholi Cultural Institu­
tion (Ker Kwaro Acholi) has called on 
candidates and their supporters to ex­
ercise restraint and avoid violence as 
the country heads toward the 2026 
General Election. 

The instituti'on warned that vio­
lent electiO]lS could destroy the nation 
many Ugandans call home. 
Mr Okello Okuna, the minister of in­

formation at Ker Kwaro Acholi, said 
while political parties may have differ­
ent ideologies, disagreements should 
remain ideological, not violent 

He cautioned security agencies 
against using excessive force, saying po­
litical violence casts tlie country in bad 
light 
"I went to the barracks and told a gen­

tleman in uniform that if Kyagulanyi 
co:rp.es here on Saturday,we do not want 
a single drop of blood spilled. We have 
lost too many people already. When we 
talk about war, we' understand it bet .. 
ter than anybody in Uganda," Mr Oku­
nasaid . 
Mr Okuna made the remarks during 

a visit by the Democratic Front party 
president, Mr Mathias Mpuuga to the 
Paramount Chief's palace at Wii Got, on 
the outskirts of Gulu City. 

He said the Paramount Chief, Rwot 
David Onen Acana II, has consistently 
called for a peaceful 2026 General Elec­
tion, which he said is the country's 
greatest need at the moment. 
Mr Mpuuga said his party fully sup­

ports the call for peaceful elections. Al­
though he is not contesting for the pres­
idency,he has been travelling across the 
country advocating for peaceful partic­
ipation in the elections. 

He added that his campaign for peace 
will take him to northern Uganda, West 
N'Ile,and the Teso sub-regions. 

Mr Mpuuga pledged that his par­
ty is committed to providing solu­
tions to the country's many challenges. 
"The country's problems are wide­
spread and require a multi-faceted ap­
proach,including a national dialogue," 
he said. 
Mr Martin Okumu, the deputy prime 

minister ofKerKwaro Acholi,cautioned 
politicians against sowing seeds of divi­
sion among their supporters. 

"As the Acholi Cultural Institution, we 
want politics that embraces everyone, 
politics that unites the country for a 
common goal, even if we belong to dif­
ferent political parties,"he said. 
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BY FRED WAMBEDE 

MBALE. Locals in Bugisu Sub-region 
have urged the police and the Elector­
al Commission (EC) to take swift ac­
tion against voter bribery ahead of the 
forthcoming election. 

They made the call on Friday last 
week during a stakeholders'dialogue 
on human rights and elections or­
ganised by the Bugisu NGO Forum in . 
partnership with the Uganda Human 
Rights Commission and the Uganda 
National NGO Forum. 
Mr Abas Wetaka, a political analyst 

based in Mbale City, said some politi­
cians,especially parliamentary candi-

Bugisu residents ask police,EC to act against voter bribery 
dates, are allegedly distributing cash 
and other inducements to voters in ex­
change for support in the January polls. 

"The police and EC shoum ensure that 
all candidates adhere to the elector­
al code of conduct, and that voters are 
protected from intimidation and brib­
ery;Mr Wetaka said. 
Mr Musa Maasa, the National Unity 

Platform candidate for Mayor of Mbale 
City, accused security personnel of in­
timidating and assaulting Opposition 
candidates and their supporter&. 

"OUr processions are not allowed, and 
we have challenges with the allocation 
of campaign venues. Police usually as­
sign us remote areas that are not easi­
ly accessible. All this is designed to frus­
trate us,~he said. 
Mr Muhammad Mafabi, the LC5 chair­

person of Mbale District, said the un­
checked commercialisation of politics 
is fuelling electoral violence. 

"Previously, people voted and went 
home, but now they fear leaving be­
cause results can easily be altered in fa-

, vour of candidates who bnbe presiding 
officers,"he said. 

Mr Hamuza Wamono, an opinion 
leader and researcher, proposed that 
the EC provide meals for polling staff to 
reduce the risk of them being compro­
mised by candidates. 
Mr Sam Wakabi, a resident of Namat­

ala, said the practice of voters demand­
ing money from candidates leads to 
choosing of leaders whQ arenpt worthy. 
Mr Hamza Banja, the:dl@uty'resi­

de~t city commissioner, said security 

agencies are monitoring the situation·' ft 
and will take action against anyone in­
volved in electoral malpractice. 
Mr Micheal Arinatwe, the Mbale City 

returning officer, urged candidates to 
desist from bribery, saying it is an of­
fence.He also denied claims that results 
are altered at tally centres. 

Mr Iddi Masaba, the programmes 
manager at Bugisu NGO Forum, said 
the dialogue aimed to build regional 
consensuS:argl. promote peaceful and 
democratic electoralenvironment. 


