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Dr Asiimwe plans to 
strengthen staffing lev­
els in health fac~ities by 
ensuring full implemen­
tation of the already ap­
proved staffing norms. 

BY TONNY ABET 

D
octors, under their umbrella 
body, the Uganda Medical Asso­

. ciation (UMA), have elected Dr 
Frank Asiimwe, a urologist and 

kidney transplant surgeon, as their new 
president. 

Dr Asiimwe replaces Dr Herbert 
Luswata, who served as the associa­
tion's president from 2023 to 2025. He 
will serve from 2025 to 2027. 

Information from UMA indicates that 
. Dr Asiimwe won with 68 percent of the 
votes (366), while Dr Asiphas Owara­
ganise, an Obstetrics and Gynecology 
specialist, got 171 votes (32 percent). 

A total of three doctors abstained 
from voting, according to the results an­
nounced Saturday last week. 

This election comes about a month 
after the association's Annual Gener­
al Meeting (AGM) in Mbarara suspend­
ep. its leadership election in November 
~ue to accusations of deliberate inter­
ference in voter lists and electoral pro­
cesses by some of the outgoing leaders. 

After a tense but decisive session in 
November, the AGM then resolved 
to immediately dissolve the Nation· 
al Executive Committee (NEC) and ap­
point an Interim Committee of Elders, 
chaired by the past president, Dr Ken­
ya Mugisha, to stabilise the association. 
The AGM had also mandated this inter­
im commitOOe to convene an extraor­
dinary general assembly within one 
month to elect a neW NEe, which in­
cludes the election ofUMA president. 

Dr Asiimwe, in his manifesto, said he 
intends to strengthen staffing levels 
in health facilities by ensuring full im­
plementation of the already approved 
staffing norms for health centres and 
hospitals. He has also promised to re­
vive. and expand the policy of second-

Dr Asiimwe is new Museveni 
doctors ~~~~~ president of 

W O·S DR ASIIMWE? 

Dr Asiimwe earned his medi­
cal degree in 1996, and in 1998, 
he became the Medical Sup.erin­
tendent of Kagando Hospital in 
western Uganda. In 2005, he be­
came a qualified surgeon, where 
he focused his skills in solving 
the country's pressing need as a 
fistula surgeon. 
He later pursued further studies 
in urology, where in 2010 he was 
a resident in'Urology at Kiliman­
jaro ChristIan Medical Universi­
ty College, Tanzania. 
He became a urologist at Mula­
go National Referral Hospital in 
2012, and he was among scien­
tists selected by the govern­
ment to be trained in India to 
do organ transplants, In-2016, 
he became the chair ofurolo- ' 
gy at the hospital. Dr Asiimwe 
has also been the.one chairing 
the organ t~splant commit­
tee at the hospital, which led the 
country to its first ever kidney 
transplant at the facility in 2023, 
along with scientists from India, 
and other transplants have since 
been conducted at the facility. 
He was also an international 
consultant fistula surgeon in 
2016 with Oanja Fistula Center 
where he performed fistula sur­
geries and mentored other me­
dics. 

ing government doctors and other 
health woIters to private not-for-profit 
(pNFP) facilities. 

"This victory marks a new chapter, a 
pulling of the hand brake on the down­
wru:d spiral of first principles of lead­
ership at the helm of UMA, renewed 
hope because there indeed still 7,000 
in the rank and file ofUMA that haven't 
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free UPE, USE 
BY RAJAB MUKOMBOZI 

MBARARA. The National Resist­
ance Movement (NRM) chairperson 
for Mbarara District, Mr Prosper Tu­
haise Kururagire,has appealed to Pres­
ident Museveni to fulfil hls longstand­
ing pledge to make Universal Primary 
Education (UPE) and Universal Second­
ary Education (USE) completely free for 
all learners. 

Speaking at Borna Grounds in Mbara­
ra City.at the weekend during Mr Mu­
seveni'sjoint campaign rallies for Mbar­
ara District and Mbarara City, Mr Tu­
haise said despite the government's 
introduction ofUPE in 1997 and USE 
in 2007, many families still struggle to 
keep their children in school due to hid­
den charges. 

"We thank you for the UPE and USE 
programmes, but some sub-counties 
do not have government secondary 
schools (seed schools). We also want 
you to make education in these govern-
ment schools totally free. Some of your 
children will miss out on school if this 
is not done because poverty remains 

; deep at the grassroots,"Mr Tuhaise said. 
, He further added that insufficient 
: government ftmding has forced some 
• schools to levy informal charges, lock-
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• ing out children from poor households. 
: CUrrently, the government allocates on-

bowed a knee to Baal," Dr Asiimwe stat­
ed after the win. 

"We pledge leadership where wisdom 
guides, service inspires, inclusiveness 
and consensus reign; the future ofUMA 
will definitely shine brighter than ever, 
God being our help,"he added. 

According to UMA, Dr Wilberforce Ka­
bweru was elected as the vice president, 
Dr Alone Nahabwe is the secretary gen-

; ly Shs20,OOO per pupil per year under 
eral of the association, and he is depu- .; UPE-a figure education stakeholders 
tised by Dr Charles !rumba } say is inadequate to run a ftmctional 

Dr Fortunate Ambangira was elected : school ' 
as the treasurer, and the otl,ler leaders 
include Dr Freddie Bwanga, Dr Joseph 
Gavin Nyanzi, Dr Beatrice Odongkara, 
Dr Henry Sekyanzi, Dr Mark Andrew 
Muyanga,and Dr Fidel Akiyo. 

tabet@ug.nationmedia.com 

~ Museveni's response 
: In response, President Museveni ac­
• knowledged the gaps and reaffirmed 
: his commitment to eliminating all fl.­
• nancial barriers to education in public 
~ schools. 
: "I am happy with the concern raised 
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Give farmers agricultural asset finance~ b_ told 
• commitment to totally free education 
: in government schools. In our new gov-
• ernment, we have to make sure thi'!; is 
: put into practice. Our people need to be 
~ supported to access quality education 
: without barriers,"Mr Museveni said. 

ly transitioning towards mechanised . WHAT TH EY SAY... said in the long run, this collaboration ; Leaders in the Ankole Sub-region 
farming. ....... ....... . . .......... .. ... ... .... ..... . will spur growth in agriculture and l have repeatedly criticised the low cap~ 
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Mr Mark David,son, the Meta Plant and transform the lives of Ugandans. : itation grants and poor staffing levels 
KAMPALA. Banks have been urged Equipment Uganda Limited general ,.. ,.. ,,.. "Two years ago, the bank's agriculture • in government schools. Ankole Diocese 

to provide farmers with agricultural manager,said they are about to release •• • department was transformed into a di- : Bishop, Rt Rev Sheldon Mwesigwa, re-
asset finance to enable them acquire a special rate finance stream across 10- vision called 'Mission Critical', which • cently warned that UPE and USE can-
loans for purchasing equipment with- cal banks, which he said will be a "game Rnancial gap. Target. aims to have 40 percent of the bank's • not meet quality standards unless sig-
out the burden of huge upfront costs. changer". "Banks have " [Centenary] portfolio in agriculture. ~ nificantly funded. 

Mr Ahmet Yenisehirli, the Middle East For decades, agriculture remains the to increase bank's agricul- "The interest rates will be between ; "The money given is too little. Teach-
and Africa Business Manager for New primary source of income and suste- the appetite ture depart- , eight percent and 25 percent per an- • ers are few, infrastructure is lacking, 
Holland, a global brand of agricultur- nance for the majority of Ugandans, for financing ment was trans- . num, while the repayment period for : and the learning environment is poor. 
al and construction machinery, said and has been the backbone of the coun- smallholder far- formed into a such equipment will be five years, al- ~ You cannot provide quality education 
without proper financing, agricultural try's economy. The 2024 Uganda Bu- mers. Globally, division, which though negotiable. CUstomers will, : under such conditions,"Bishop Mwesig-
mechanisation willnotimprove~ reau of Statistics (Ubos) Census reports farmers are the aims to have 40 however, be required to make an ini- • wa s.aid. .. ~ 

"Banks have to increase the appe- that 61 percent of households engaged safest people to percent ofthe tial payment on the asset of between • Mr Ambrose Muhimbura, a retired 
tite for financing smallholder farmers. in crop production, while 37 percent whom you can • bank's portfo- 10 percent and 50 percent, also negotia- : teacher and parent, argued that while 
Globally, farmers are the safest people were involved in livestock funning. lend money ... ," lio. in agricul- ble,"Mr Namunyala said. : goveinment policies have improved ac-
to whom you can lend money because However, while agriculture is pivot- Mr Ahmet ture," Stephen Mr Apollo Okwir, a farmer in Amuria • cess to education,communitiesneed to 
we don't have any issue with the repay- • al to livelihoods, challenges persist, in- Yenisehirli, the Namunyala, an District, said he initially bought a trac- • appreciate the financial realities. 
ment of agricultural mechanisation," ; cluding liniited adoption of modern Middle East and agribusiness tor for personal use, but the communi- : "You hear each child is paid for 
Mr Yenisehirli said at the Meta Plant : technologies,among others. Africa Business specialist with ty got interested and wanted support : ShS20,000 under UPE every year-
and Equipment Uganda Limited's new : As a result, the organisation re- Manager for Centenary for farming. • what can this do? Parents must support 
home in Kireka, a Kampala suburb last ! launched New Holland tractors, Field New Holland ltd Bank "I finished and now am helping the : these schools if our children are to get 
Thursday. . , King and Dezzi equipment to change ~" .community with the tractor,"he said. : quality and impactful education," he 

I Mr /.>fi,£heal Woodward, tlle g ne~ r .ih~~e of agricultural mechani- t banks-mJ'm of that milestone. ~ ." 9, : said. addi'n{ftlYat~'?Yernment should 
manager in~&!ID;ge;;ot th.ePagrtpllili-: ~> ~ati~Jl; m the country, and ~_pc\rt~ J:,'" ~ ~_h~kunyala, an agribusi- ________ J - '--:-' ~~-- '.!: ~~~. using up'Er;uiclUS~_as PO~.:.aJ 
al-divisiun,-saittt1~art=-t-neI\:d witlreentenary;dt'rn;,and Equity : ness speciatist with eeIlternlry"B=a.uk;rrlr--+-'pm:wmarffimolhra'@ug;nationmedia,cOilllUUU>. 
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