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LETTERS 
Open letter to Wakiso (Katabi 
Town Council) District authorities 
I implore the Katabi Town Council authorities to take ur­
gent measures to prohibit both private and public vehicles 
from parking within approximately 100 meters (or most ap­
propriate by road standards) of the Kawuku-Bwerengaroad 
junction (near Centenary Bank). 

While recentl1 driving from Bwerenga road and approach­
ing thisjunction,I found it nearly impossible to safely ob­
serve oncoming traffic from the Kampala-Namulanda side 
ofEntebbe Road. The visibility was entirely obstructed be­
cause a taxi. was actively disembarking passengers just a few 
meters from the intersection. On SUnday, I approached a 
traffic police officer attached to the Kasubi Police Station to 
inquire about enforcement responsibility. I was dismayed 
by the response: the officer stated that while they routinely· 
instruct taxi driveI:S to move, the drivers often fail to comply; 
resulting only in fines. 
~ci~!Vithout any physical signage indicating a re­

stricted aie~rOad users cannot reasonably be expected to 
use commonsense and avoid parking at such a dangerous 
spot. The Kawuku stretch is notorious as op.e of the coun­
try's prominent black spots. Along the area spanning from 
Kennedy Stage to Namulanda,serious accidents involving 
both boda bodas and vehicles occur literally every month. 

The situation has become significantly more dire now that 
fuel trucks are frequently using the road to access the fuel 
depot at the Bugiri-Bukasa Mahathi oil storage facility. 
It is high time the police and Katabi Town.Council took 

concrete steps. Authorities should either officially establish 
prominent "No Parking" signposts or implement a mixture 
of measures, including stationing permanent police officers 
at thejunction. The current absence of visible enforcement 
or signage means that all road users-pedestriims and driv- . 
ers alike-remain dangerously ignorant of the inherent risk, 
highlighting the urgent need for immediate intervention. 

Before the upcoming Christmas break,please I would like 
tQ see the concrete steps authorities have taken to address 
this criQ.<:al issue. For your information, I am not the only 
one who has observed this hazard; other drivers have also 
complained oftlie sanle dangerous road distr3.ction, which 
continues to set a perilous precedent. Problem is; no one has 
officially raised nor reported this for years. 

John Kavuma, . 
Jkavuma8@gmail.com 
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My take on 202.G poDs campaigns 

With weeks left to the January 15,2026, election, the cur­
rent presidential campaigns are getting tense with rival-
ry among the aspiring candidates. Campaigps are getting 
stronger with bigger meetings, public rallies running all 
over different regions of the country for the different candi-
dates in the race. . 
Social med4t posts and door-to-door campaigns have be­

come common. Thj.s campaign feels like a mix of new 
and old ideas. Candidates are using apps like TikTok and 
WhalsApp to reach young people. They're sharing short vid­
eos of community events and their ideas. 
Many are talking about what the government has already 

achieved:Under the incumbent president, Uganda has 
made significant progress. These successes show growth, but 
issues like corruption and unfair resource sharing still exist. 
Campaigns need to be honest about these issues to create a 
fair environment for critiquing and building a better Ugan­
da Truth is very important in this race. Ugandans want re­
al facts, not sweet lies or angry speeches. Too often, elections 

. become messy with group fights and provocative words, 
which distract from real problems like youth unemploy­
ment or climate change. 
Honest candidates should admit their mistakes instead of 

blaming others. If candidates speak the truth, they gain re­
spect,build trust, and even turn enemies into friends.High­
lighting successful projects and achievements helps people 
feel confident. 
Moving forward, the campaigns should focus on what 

needs to be done to create a better'Uganda. Therefore, they 
should present facts about what has been achieved, what 
is stillincomplete,and how to accomplish those goals. The 
Uganda Electoral Commission plays a vital role in this pro­
cess. It should strongly condemn false information and pro­
mote facts, even though monitoring can be challenging. The 
electoral body should also empower communities through 
training and education. 

Mukasa Lawrence Bunjo, 
Local political observer 
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LETTER OF THE DAY 

Let c~ture lead the fight against FGM 
Every year, the 16 Days of Ac­

tivism Against Gender Based 
Violence challenge us to look 
beyond statements and cam­
paigns and ask a harder ques­
tion: what is really changing for 
girls on the ground? We have 
become very good at branding 
the 16 days; the real test is what 
happens on the 17th day and 
th:eorest of the year. 

In Uganda, one uncomfort­
able truth remains. Despite 
strong laws and very low na­
tional prevalence, girls in parts 
of the Sebei and Karamoja re­
gions are still being subjected 
to Female Genital Mutilation 
(FGM). In these districts, FGM is 
not an isolated act. It is a social 
expectation tied to respectabil­
ity,marriage and identity.Fami­
lies wei,gh the risk oflegal pun­
ishment against the very real 
fear of social exclusion. Too of­
ten,fear of the community wins 
and the practice survives in the 
shadows, reinforced by silence. 
If we are serious about what 

the 16 Days of Activism stand 
for, information campaigns and 
legal frameworks, while essen­
tial, are not enough. We must 
shift the shared expectatiops 
that keep FGM alive. That is (he 
space of social and behaviour 
change. In this space, one of the 
most powerful tools has come 
from within the communi­
ties themselves, namely music, 
dance and drama (MOD) . 
. In high prevalence districts 
in Sebei and Karamoja, lo­
cal groups, supported by gov­
ernment, district local govern­
ments and a UN agency; are us­
ing MDD as a frontline resource 
in the struggle to protect girls. 
Young people, elders, survivors 
and local leaders are working 
together to turn cultural perfor­
mance into a disciplined plat­
form for dialogue and change. 

What makes MDD so compel­
ling in this context is not only 
that it is familiar, but what it en­
ables. 

It breaks the silence. Careful-

ly crafted plays, songs and danc­
es in local languages allow com­
munities to see their own real­
ities on stage without attack­
ing specific families. People 
recognise the pressure to con­
form, the fear, the health conse­
quences. Performance creates 
just enough distance to make it 
safer to name the practice and 
question it in public. A subject 
that was once confined to whis­
pers becomes something that 
can be discussed in the open. 
It brings survivors to the cen­

tre. In many performances, 
women and girls who have been 
cut are not spoken for; they 
speak. They choose to stand on 
stage in their own villages and 
tell their stories through drama 
and song. In doing so, they shift 

the centre of gravity of the con­
versation. Authority on the is­
sue no longer sits only with el­
ders or external experts. It also 
sits with those who have lived 
the experience and who can de­
scribe with credibility why the 
practice must end. 
It mobilises entire communi­

ties.MDD draws large,mixed au­
diences to school compounds, 
trading centres and markets. 
People come for the music and 
stay for the message. When the 
performance ends, structured 
discussions begin. Men, wom­
en and young people react, ask 
questions and, in many cases, 
make clear commitments. Fa­
thers say publicly that they will 
not cut their daughters. Young 
men say they want to marry un-

What~s your speciality in musin-oom fru.-ming? 

Mathias Nsubuga, 
Mushroom Farmer 
I make more money by mix­
ing left overs mushrooms 
with chicken droppings, cow­
dung to make organic ferti­
lizers for horticulture. 
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Jessica Bitwine, Farmer 
I am also known asjaja 
mushroom.! started this 
busineSs in 1992, now I am a 
farmer trainer. I make wine, 
coukies, pizza, and beverages 
from mushrooms and other 
medicinal products. 

Evelyne Bossa, Farmer 
I make animal fee~,por­
ridge, shampoo, briquettes 
and manure from mush­
rooms. 

. . - . . 

cut women. Elders call for girls 
to remain in school. Because 
these commitments are made 
in front of peers and relatives, 
they start to reset what is seen 
as acceptable and respectable. 

Equally important, MDD al­
lows communities to protect 
their identity while rejecting 
harm. The objective is not to de­
clare culture a problem, but to 
distinguish between traditions 
that sustain life and those that 
destroy it. Through song, dance 
and storytelling, communities 
affirm their pride and cohe­
sion while sending a clear mes­
sage that girls do not have to be 
cut to belong. Culture becomes 
a source of protection, not ajus­
tification for violence. 

As we mark this year's 16 Days 
of Activism, there is a wider les­
son for how we think about end­
ing FGM and other forms ofvio- ~ 
lence against girls. 

For policymakers and part­
ners, the implication is clear. If 
the 16 Days of Activism are to be 
more than a season of slogans, 
we need to invest in locally led 
cultural approaches like these. 
Approaches that open honest 
dialogue, shift expectations and 
make it both acceptable and 
desirable to protect girls. If our 
budgets speak as loudly as our 
speeches during these 16 days, 
girls in places like Sebei and Kar­
amoja will feel the difference 
long after the banners come 
down. 
In the end, it may be the very 

culture that once justified FGM 
that provides the most power­
ful means to end it. Messages 
alone will not change societies. 
People will; when they use their 
own voices, stories and tradi­
tions to imagine a different fu­
ture for their daughters. 

Mathias Mwene M 
Group CEO, WEKOnnect 
Group . 

Florence Namaganda, 
Farmer 

-I make mushroomflour,a 
mushroom beverage and 
jam. I also developed a me­
dicinal product that treats 
wounds due to its healing 
properties.! also give it to di­
abetic people. 
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