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BY DENIS EDEMA 

JINJA. The Uganda Blood Bank in Jin­
ja has sDunded an alann Dver severe 
shDrtage DfblDDd acrDss health facili­
ties in the BusDga SUb-regiDn. 

This fDllDWS the cDmmencement Df a 
twD-mDnth hDliday by students, whO' 
cDntribute a significant amDunt Df 
blDod to the bank while in schools. 

Officials said, SChDDls prDvide the 
higpest number Dfblood dDnDrs, espe­
cially students aged 16 and above. 
Mr AdDnia Nanhumba, the head Df 

the Uganda BlDDd Bank and Transfu­
siDn Services in the Jinja regiDn, said 
the regiDn is currently cDllecting far 
fewer ~lood units than its required tar-
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Busoga faces blood shortage as students begin holidays 
get. 

He explained that althDugh effDrts are 
sDmetimes made to' sDurce additiDn­
al blDDd frDm neighbDunng regiDns, 
the supply still falls shDrt Df the Dver­
whelming demand in BusDga'S health 
facilities. 

Mr Nanhumba revealed that while 
BusDga is" expected to' cDllect at least 
3,000 units Dfblood to meet its medical 
needs, the regiDn Dften falls ShDrt, CDI­
lecting fewer than 2,000 units. 

'This CDnstant deficit cDntribute~. to' 
preventable deaths amDng patients re­
ferred fDr transfusiDn. 

"We have realised that mDst Df Dur 

active dDnDrs are students abDve 16 
years,"he explains."NDW that they are 
hDme fDr hDlidays, we face a seriDus 
challenge because fewer members Df 
the general public turn up to' dDnate 
blood vDluntarily;"Mr Nanhumba says. 

He appeals to' cDmmunity leaders, po­
litical figures, and Dther stakehDlders 
to' encDurage residents to' dDnate blood 
regularly, saying the life saved cDuld be .. 
that Df a friend Dr fumily member. . 

Dr Alfred Yayi, the directDr DfJinja Re­
giDnal Referral HDSpital, reveals that 
bDth the RegiDnal Referral HDSpital 
and Nalufenya Children's HDSpital are 
already experiencing hi~ demand fDr 

blood. ing the urgent needs that CDme with 
He says the situatiDn is especially dire such emergency referrals. 

fDr a referral facility like Jinja, which re- Dr Yayi emphasises that this limita­
ceives a wide range Df emergency cases tiDn Dften delays critical care and, in 
from within BusDga and beyDnd. SDme cases, fDrces health wDrkers to Ie-

"We are lDcated alDng a majDr high- fer patients to MulagD HDspital simply 
way, which means many Df the road because blDDd is unavailable, nDt be­
traffic accident victims frDm Iganga, cause the treatment itself cannDt be 
Mayuge, Buyende, Kamuli, and even provided at Jinja 
districts in eastern and central Ugan- The RDtary Club Df Jinja, led by their 
da end up here fDr specialised atten- president, Mr TDmSDn Michael Of­
-PDn. MDst Dfthese cases require urgent wDnD,Drganised a blDod dDnatiDn drive 
blood transfusiDn, yet the supply availa- across several schools befDre the Dfficial 
ble is nDt enough." ; clDsure Df schDDls.A tDtal Df 400 units Df 

The hospital currently lacks a fully blDDd were cDllected frDm SChDDls in 
equipped blDDd bank capable Df meet- Jinja City and Njeru Municipality. 
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As Uganda moves to­
ward the January 2026 
polls, the question 
remains: How has NUP 
maintained its grip on 
Buganda, and can it re­
peat the 2021 wave? 

BY ANTONIO KALYANGO 
& AL MAHDI SSENKABIRWA 

F 
Dr decades, OppDsitiDn pDlitical 
parties struggled to' lDDsen the 
NatiDnal Resistance MDvement's 
(NRM) firm grip Dn the Buganda 

RegiDn, an area lDng regarded as the 
ruling party's pDlitical stronghDld 
That hDld finally' weakened during 

the 2021 General ElectiDn when the Na­
tiDnal Unity PlatfDrm (NUP), barely a 
year DId in its re-branded fDrm, swept 
acrDss the reglDn, unseating seasDned 
politicians,including ministers, and re­
drawing Buganda's political landscape. 

NUP's surprise wave sent shock waves 
through the establishment. CDnstitu­
encies previDusly viewed as untDuch­
able, such as.parts Df Greater Luweero 
and Sembabule, fell to the OppDsitiDn. 
AmDng the high-profile casualties was 
then Vice President Edward Kiwanuka 
Ssekandi, the BlikDtD Central MP, alDng­
side sjx ministers and several veteran 
politicians. 

As Uganda mDves tDward the January 
2026 polls, the questiDn remains: How 
has NUP maintained its grip Dn Bugan­
da,and can it repeat the 2021 wave? 

A partyrebranded, a movt reborn 
In 2020, NUP emerged frDm the lit­

tle-knDwn NatiDnal Unity, RecDncilia­
tiDn and DevelDpment party. Its takeD­
ver by Mr RDbert Kyagulanyi, alias BD­
bi Wine, transfDrmed it Dvernight intO' 
a magnet fDr Uganda's YDUthful pDpU­
latiDn. What began as the PeDple Power 
MDvement mDrphed into a full politicai 
party, Dffering a political hDme to many 
yDung Ugandans frustrated by unem­
plDyment, inequality, CDrruptiDn, and 
decades Dfunfulfilled promises. 

NUP's sweeping success in Buganda 
has been attributed to' a 'cDmbinatiDn 
Df structural,generatiDnal, and political 
shifts, SDme favDuring NUP, Dthers ex­
posing NRM's Yl1lnerabilities. 
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How NUP has heldrIrIll 
on B ganda region 

Mr YusufKiruluuta Nkerettanyi (in suit), a parliamentary aspirant DfKalungu East with his team campaign in Lukaya 
Town Council recently. PHOTO/ANTONIO KALYANGO 

ProfMwambutsya Jdebesa,a political 
histDrianatMakerere~argues CK U D 
that NUP's rise is inseparable from Mr .. . . .. . ... " .... _ .. . .. . . .. . ... .... .... . . .... . 

Kyagulanyi's persDna and IDng-stand- In the 2021 presidential electiDn, 
ing gDvernance gaps under NRM's Mr Kyagulanyi defeated Mr Mu-
4O-year rule. seveni in the Kampala ElectDral 

"Kyagulanyi being a musician was a . RegiDn (Kampala, Wakiso, MukD-

nera),Michael KakembD (Entebbe Mu­
nicipality~, and Juliet Kakande (Masaka 
City WDman MP). 

The splinter group has raised ques­
tiDns abDut whether NUP can preserve 
unity and mDmentum befDre the Janu­
ary 15 pDlls. 

key factDr,"he says. "He resDnated with no, and Buvuma). FDr example, 
the YDuth,nDt DnlythDse in the ghettos, in Kampala City, Mr Kyagulanyi NRM take on lost ground 
but alsO' in universities, the diaspDra, wo1l394,787 vDtes to Mr Muse- The NRM insists it has learnt from its 
and even within the CathDlic CDmmu- veni's 128,658. In WakisD, he se- 2021 defeat. 
nity, which has never produced a presi- cured 425,002 VDtes against Mr FDrmer NRM Vice ChairpersDn fDr Bu-
dent since independence." . Museveni's 122,505. ganda, Godfrey Kiwanda, says the party 

PrDf Ndebesa states that Buganda's cDmmissiDned an internal survey after 
pDlitical awakening stems from years the electiDns, identifying eight reasDns 
Df frustratlDn Dver selective justice, gress. fDr its poor perfDrmance. 
heavy tax burdens, inadequate health Mr Samson Kizito, a veteran DP politi- These included land grabbing, rising 

Museveni"pressure group,agrees. 
"In 2021,many Df Dur peDple whO' lDst 

in the primaries ran. as independents, 
dividing the party VDte," she says. "That-_ 
will nDt happen this time." 

But Prof Ndebesa is uncDnvinced, call­
ing the "Buganda fDr Museveni" cam­
paign "misguided." 

"It dDes nDt address Bnganda's CDre 
gDvernance cDncerns, land insecuri 
ty, pDlitical prisDners, successiDn, and 
equal applicatiDn Dfthe law;"he argues. 
"WithDUt tackling these issues, NRM 
may nDt reverse the political tide." 

NUP eyes an even bigger wave in 2026 
Within NUP, Dptimism is high. The 

Mpigi WDman MP Teddy NambDDze, 
NUP chiefmDbiliser fDr Greater Mpigi, 
says the party expects an even stronger 
perfDrmance in 2026. 

"The eagerness fDr change is grDwing," 
she says. "CDrruptiDn, pDDr roads, hu­
man rights abuses, these are pushing 
peDple tDwards us. GOvernment is nDt 
giving people any hDpe." 

In the Masaka SUb-regiDn,NUP CDDrdi' 
nator Charles Kirumira says local griev­
ances cDntinue to fuel support 

"The military DperatiDns Dn water 
bodies like Lake VlCtorialeftmany dead 
and thDusands removed from fishing, 
their Dnly liVelihDDd,» he says. "PDver-

. ty has deepened, yet gDvernment pro­

. grammes like EmYDDga and the Par­
ish DevelDpment MDdel have nDt lifted 
cDmmunities." 
.Mr Kirumira believes NUP's message 

still reSDnates strDngly with "the DP­
pressed majDrity;" and the party is nO' 
targeting regiDns beyDnd Buganda. 

During the 2021 General ElectiDn, 
NRM WDn Dnly 23 Df the 78 directly 
elected MP seats in Buganda 

services,and poor service delivery. cian from Rakai, cautiDns that the Op- PDVerty, a strained relatiDnship with 
"As lDng as issues like YDuth unem- pDsitiDn'S biggest threat is Dften itself the Buganda KingdDm, shoddy gDvern- A test of momentum and resilience 

plDymentremainunresDlved,NRMwill "Ugandans are ready fDr change, but ' ment prejects, brutal security Dpera- As 2026 apprDaches, Buganda re­
cDntinue to' feel the heat in Buganda.Al- endless fighting inside OppositiDn par- tiDns, internal party wrangles, and the mains the' epicentre DfUganda's pDlit­
so,NUP has leveraged social media plat- ties gives NRM an advantage," he says. impact Dfthe Covid-19 pandemic. ical cDntest. NUP's grip Dn the regiDn 
fDrms, giving them mileage over NRM," "NUPmustlearntDmanagecDmpeting "Since then, we have taken majDr is firm, but nDt unchallenged. Inter­
he adds. ideas and settle internal disputes ami- steps," Mr Kiwanda says. "The Land nal rifts, defectiDns, and new OppDsi-

He further points to NUP's strategic Ie- cably." - Fund budget has increased, several vic- tiDn fDrmatiDns aretestingits cDhesiDii.-
branding, which attracted experienced His warning CDmes as NUP grapples tims have received titles, and our rela- Meanwhile, NRM claims to' have CDr­
legislatDrs frDm the DemDcratic Par- with internal fractures fDllDwing the tiDnship with the Buganda KingdDm is rected past mistakes and is aggressive-
ty, FDrum fDr DemDcratic Change and fallDUt Dver the cDntroversial Shs500m now very strong." ly CDurting Buganda VDters. 
even some fDrmer NRM members. service award given to' fDrmer Lead- He also cites improveq party cDhesiDn What is clear is that the battle fDr Bu-

"'This mix created a fDrmidable polit- er Df the OppDsitiDn in Parliament,Mr after a clean-up Dfthe NRM register,say- ganda's pDlitical SDul is far frDm Dver. 
ical fDrce with bDth grassrDDts energy Mathias Mpuuga. After refusing the ing the internal misunderstandings Of Uganda's 21.6 miniDn registered VDt­
andinstitutiDnal experience,"he says. party's demand to' return the mDney, that fuelled independent candidacies ers, Buganda accounts fDr 6.8 milliDn, 
DespitethemDmentum, some seruDr Mr Mpuuga broke ranks and fDrmed m20uhave been resolved. the largest share natiDnaliy,making it 

Opposit!9Iffigures warn tilat'intemal -' 'the Den:1Dm-al'i Frontl(DF) alongside -;' . LWatg~-v\bman MP ~-NaIttt\iju,a .. the'key ~ttltlg'tgUnd fdftheUpl:ert:ling 
~ uldundermine NUP'S1'ro- MPs AbectBWanika (Kinlaanya/KabD- tOp mDbiliser under the""BuganCla fDr polls. '> - ~ 
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