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s Uganda joins the world 
to mark the 16 Days of 
Activism against gender­
based violence (GBV), it 
is important to pause and 
ask:VVhathappensto 
survivors after they report 

PRIORmSE SHELTERS TO END 6B~ 

violence? Where do they sleep that 
night? Who feeds their children 
and how do they navigate the long, 
distressing journey to justice? 

A GBV shelter answers those 
questions. This is a temporary safe 
home for women and children 
fleeing violence and violent 
situations according to Rita Aciro, 
the executive di.rector of Uganda 
Women's Network (UWONET). 

When a woman arrives at a shelter, 
Aciro says, she often comes with 
nothing, but the clothes on her back; 
bruised, frightened and unsure of 
what tomorrow holds for her. 

For her, a GBV shelter is not just a 
building. It is the thin line between 
life and death, between silence and 
justice, between despair and the 
possibility of starting again. 

MANY ARE SHELTERS CLOSING 
Over the last 17 years, the 
country has seen GBV shelters 
open in different districts under 
the supervision of the Ministry 

If the country is serious about ending gend~r­
based violence. the executive director of Uganda 
Women's Network, Rita Aciro, says shelters must 
be prioritised by the Government. They shouldn't 
be left to the civil society entirely. 

"Shelters are not luxuries, but lifelines. Fund 
them. E'}(pand and protect them," she requests, 
adding that when violence strikes, the survivor 
should not worry about: "Where will I sleep 
tonight?" But also, districts that donated land 
should not watch the buildings lie idle because 
there are no funds to run the shelters. 

Aciro suggests integrating the shelters into 
national and local government budgets, as well 

of Gender, Labour arid Social 
Development (MGLSD). 

According to ActionAid 
International, by last year, the 
country had 20 shelters serving 
146 districts and nearly 50 million 
people. Majority belong to Civil 
Society Organisations (CSO) and 
faith-based ftctors. 

On a sad note, these shelters are 
underfunded and many are closing, 
yet GBV continues to escalate. 
For example; following the end 
of the four-year FATE project in 
June, UWONET's two shelters 
have temporarily closed. The 
buildings are there and the need is Rita Achiro 

as recognising, training and institut ional ising 
the frontline actors. The justice chain should be 
strengthened as well. Police, judicial officers, 
magist rates and Civil Society Organisations 
must work together to reduce delays, prevent 
case collapse and ensure survivors are not 
re-traumatised by the system meant to protect 
them. Lucy Mary Athieno, a SGBV specialist 
with MIFUMI, also wants perpetrators to be held 
accountable for their actions, because most 
t imes, when they get bai l or bond, they go back 
home and terrorise the survivor. Others boas~t 
around; "I beat her and nothing happened to me. 
am now back." 

undeniable. 
But without funds to feed 

survivors, pay staff, provide medical 
care, fuel vehicles, or facilitate court 
appearances, the shelter cannot 
remain open. 

Lucy Mary Athieno, a SGBV 
specialist with MIFUMI, a women 
rights organisation, calls this a 
predicament that should be stopped 
immediately. 

To her, closing shelters is akin to 
taking a thousand steps backwards 
in the GBV fight 

Aciro agrees, saying these shelters 
. shouldn't be allowed to close. 

To take you back a bit, the first 

shelter was opened in 2008 in Tororo 
district by MIFUMI. In the same year, 
ActionAid Uganda piloted the Women 
Protection Centre (WPC) model in 
Mubende, Pallisa and Nebbi districts .. 
The results led to the establishment of 
additional centres in Kumi, Katakwi, 
Mubende, Kween, Amuru and 
Kampala (in Bwaise) districts. 

More were set up in Lira, Gulu and 
Amudat districts, with support from 
the United Nations Population Fund 
cm.TfPA). 

In 2014, UWONET constructed 
two GBV shelters in Kamuli and 
Namutumba districts, with support 
from the Government and Irish Aid. 
The districts donated land. 

Aciro says, each shelter can host 
up to 25 people at full capacity. 
Survivors include women and girls, 
with provision to shelter boys below 
12 years. 
That's not alL In 2019, Women Rights 

Initiative (WORI) opened the Nyonga 
Women's shelter, a six bedroom home 
for survivors and in 2022, MIFUMI 
established their second shelter in 
Kalangala islands, among others. 

GBV STILL PREVALENT 

Continued on page 30 
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