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The agreement is ex­
pected to provide resil­
ient health systems in 
the country a founda-

- tion of economic oppor­
tunities. 

BY TONNY ABET 

T
he United State~ Ambassador to 
Uganda, Mr William POP!); has de­

, scnbed a planned multi-year bi­
lateral agreement between Ugan­

da and the US government on health 
financing as a "positive change usher­
ing in a new approach to health assis­
tance in line with America First Global 
Health strategy. c ' , 

Popp made the remarks yesterday 
during the annual Joint Review Mis­
sion (JRM) for Uganda's health sector 
in Kampala. His speech was read by the 
Country Director for Centers for US Dis­
ease-Control and Prevention (CDC),Dr 
Mary Boyd, 
In his speech, Popp highlighted two 

decades of collaboration that have driv­
en a 2Q-year increase in life expectancy 
and near-perfect survival rates in recent 
Ebola outbreaks, and promised the US 
would do more. 

"The new approach, through'a mul­
ti-year bilateral agreement, will ensure 
the support we provide to the health sec­
tor is groUnded in mutual respect,mutu­
al prosperity of our nation and a nation­
al ownershiP right here in Uganda and 
we believe it will promote efficient and 
country-drivensystems,"he said. . 

"As you know, resilient health systems 
are the foundation of economic oppor­
tunity,private investment and long-term 
st'ability,and this will in turn. , "strength­
en domestic co-investment,"he added. 

Descnbing the US as "Uganda's biggest 
ally,"Popp pointed to milestones includ­
ing viral load suppression for more than 
a million HIV/Aids patients, who are now 
living healthy and productive lives. J 

He also highlighted a nearly 50 per­
cent drop in maternal deaths over the 
past decade, and "100 percent survival 
of every diagnosed Ebola patient during 
the 2025 Ebola outbreak." 

" National News 

US envoy speaks. out on 
Uganda-US health pact 

FINANCE GAP 

The Health minister, Dr Jane 
Ruth Aceng, says the country 
has increased population 
life expectancy, reduced _ 
maternal deaths and inmproved 
infrastructure. She, however, 
said there is a decline in donor 
support. "Major challenges 
remain in human resource for' 
Qealth, with only 34 percent of 
the structure filled ... " she said. 

cussing it We are still looking at the terms 
and negotiating,"she told Daily Monitor. ' 
Dr Atwine, however, declined to specify 

agreed clauses but stressed that data gov­
ernance,funding modalities, and intellec­
tual property safeguards are under close 
review to protect Ugandan sovereignty. 

Uganda, according to the proposed Mem­
orandum ofUnderstanding, will be able-to 
build a "durable and resilient health sys­
tem," due to funding and human resource 
support provided by the US government 
as perthe agreement 

US Ambassador to Uganda William Popp (right) speaks to press in Kampala in April 2025. PHOTO/ISAAC KASAMANI 

In turn, the US, through this agreement, 
will manage to curb global health threats 

, and reduce the burden of common 
diseases like HIViAids, malaria, and 
Tuberculosis in the countries of interest 

"Our collective efforts have helped 
to improve diagnostic capaci~ to train 
health workers, to strengthen disease 
surveillance, reinforce supply chains 
and advance digital health and data sys­
tems, saving lives here in Uganda and 
in tum helping to keep the US and the 
global world saf~"Popp declared. 

He also said the US government will 
continue to work through integrated 
healthcare system to support regional 
referral hospitals as they offer integrat­
ed health services,including HIV/Aids. 

"We also remain dedicated to strength-

erring the laboratory networks, supply 
chain resilience, digital health integra­
tion,and the health worlcforce at facility 
and community level,"he added. 

Central to the new approach is scaling 
Uganda's community health worlcforce. 
The US has already partnered with the 
Ministry 2fHealth to train more than 
1,000 CoI'nmunity Health Extension 
Workers (CHEWS). "This is only the be­
ginning. Together with Village Health 
teams, CHEWS play an essential role 
in disease surveillance, epidemic con­
trol and community-level service deliv-

ery,"Popp said. He urged regional and dis- like Uganda Both parties celebrate gains. 
trict leaders to prioritise retention and ex- But legal and data safety experts are 
pansion of this cadre as Uganda assumes concerned by the clause in the draft 
greater stewardship. agreement that requires Uganda to share 

Digital health platforms, a cornerstone its valuable health data with the US forthe 
of the emergingpact,will enable faster da- next25years.Theyhighlightissuesaround 
ta exchange to enhance epidemic prepar- data privacy,sovereignty,and legal clashes. 
edness, a priority for both nations given The talks occur against a backdrop of 
cross-border disease risks. global health financing reforms. Uganda, 

Dr DianaAtwine, the Ministry of Health which receives a big pgrtion of its HIVI 
PermanentSecretary,confirmedthatne- Aids budget from the US President's 
gotiationsremainactive. Emergency Plan for AIDS Relief;seeks 

"We will be able to let you know [the greater predictability amid fluctuating 
date this will be signedJ. We are still dis- : congressional appropriations. 
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BY PHILIP WAFULA 

KAMPALA. Uganda's High Commis­
sion in Dar es Salaam, Tanzania, which 
is accredited to Mauritius, has reaf­
firmed its dedication to nurturing long­
term partnerships with Mauritius, fol­
lowing a travel·trade delegation for a fa­
miliarisation mission, which aimed at 
strengthening bilateral tourism coop­
eration, boosting commercial visibility, 
and expanding inter-market partner-
ships. ' 

The seven-member delegation left the 
country last week after undertaking a 
comprehensive exploration of Ugan­
da's tourism offerings,following a pro­
gramme coordinated by the High Com­
mission, the Uganda Tourism Board 
(UTE), and Ministry of Foreign Affairs, 
among other stakeholders. 

Uganda's High Commissioner to Tan­
zania, Ambassador Col (Rtd) Fred 
Mwesigye, said' with visa-free access 
for Mauritian travellers, Ugandan 
doors are open for deeper collabora­
tion, shared prosperity, and sustained 
growth. 

"Mauritians are free to come to Ugan­
da without any payment requirements; 
in some countries, visitors pay fees, but 

Uganda courts Mauritians with visa-free access-' 
No payment. 
"Mauritians are free 
to come to Uganda 
without any payment 
requirements; in some 
countries, visitors pay 
fees, but for Mauri­
tians, no payment," 
- Col (Rtd) Fred Mwe­

si e. Uganda's High 
Commissioner to Tanzania 

for Mauritians,no payment,"he sai,d. 
Mr Ivan Stone, who led the delegation, 

said previously,many Mauritians didn't 
know Uganda well enough, but now do 
and have a destination they can con­
fidently sell to clients from across the 
world, 

Exemplary model 
Mr Arthur Nzeyi, who represented the 

Honorary Consul of Mauritius in Kam­
pala, hailed the mission as "an exem­
plary model of how African countries 
can leverage tourism to advance mutu­
al understanding,commercial coopera­
tion,and shared prosperity", 

\~\ !:'~ !~' ence, and the Bwindi Impenetrable-Fa'r­
~ : :j;.;~ est for a mountam gorilla trekking ad­

venture. 

t 
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Uganda's High Commissioner to Tanzania Col (Rtd) Fred Mwesigye (right) . 
and Mr Arthur Nzeyi representing the HOflorary Consul of Mauritius in Kam­
pala (centre), gift one of the visiting Mauritians a pack of coffee as she pre­
pared to depart for Port Louis in Entebbe last week. PHOTO/PHILIP WAFULA 

Each activity was curated to demon­
strate Uganda's tourism strengtbs,cem­
servation successes, and the integral 

... role tourism plays in the country's eco­
nomic diplomacy. 

Tourism diplomacy 
Earlier,Ms Laura Kahuga, the First Sec­

retary at Uganda High Commission in 
Dar-e-Salaam, underscored the signif­
icance of the familiarisation mission, 
and described it as "a strategic mile­
stone in advancing tourism diplomacy. 

"This initiative reflects our shared 
commitment to strengthening African 
tourism corridors and enhancing co­
operation anchored in sustainability, 
knowledge exchange, and market diver­
sification. 

Key highlights of the Mauritians'stay : tuary, Murchison Falls National Park, 
included visits to ZziwaRhino Sanc- ~ KibaleForest,theBatwaculturalexperi-

"By hosting Mauritius'top travel-trade 
representatives, Uganda demonstrates 
its'readiness to cultivate new connec­
tions, shape fresh natratives, and un­
lock broader opportunities across the 
region,";1v!S Kahuga said. 


