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Toumament Pulse. The Maxx T20 Challenge Cup, powered by Batball Uganda Limited and Cricket Uganda enters 
a decisive phase today as the early table leaders, Gladiators, return to action with all sights on stretching their flaw­
less run, while the Royals and Blasters face a stern test of consistency in the tightly p~cked race for early dominance. 

BY INNOCENT NDAWULA 

MAXX T20 CHAU.ENGE cuy 
Results Thus Far 
Warriors 145/9 1 Blasters 130110. 

Warriors w..9n bjL15{'uns. 
Titans 125110 I Strikers 121/5 
Strikers won_by 5 wickets _ _ ~ 
Gladiators 148/6 1 Royals 125110 

Gladiators_won by 23 runs _ 
Blasters VOla I Strikers 84/10 

". :..' . .. 

Gladiators lead Maxx .T20 charge; 
· Blasters~ Royals in midweek test 

THE BIG TALKING POINT 

Leadership Battle. The form of 
individual stars has begun to 
shape the early complexion of Blal?.ters won by 86 runs _ 

Warriors 130/5 1 Royals 13217 
.the tournament, with Simon ~ 

Royals won bj- 3 WIckets 

Gladiators 144/5 1 Titans 12517 

Gla iatQf'S VI Of' bj 19 Runs 
FixtUres - Today 
Blasters vs Royals. lOam 

Strikers vs Gladiators. 2pm 

With just four days of action 
played, the Maxx T20 Chal­
lenge CUp has already served 
a compelling blend of big hit­

ting, sharp spells and tactical maturity 
- and today's midweek fixtures prom­
ise to dee~ the intrigue as the 15-day 
showpiece continues at the Entebbe 
Lakeside Oval. 

Wednesday brings two high-stakes en­
counters: Blasters versus Royals in the 
morning, followed by Strikers versus 
Gladiators, a tie that pits the current ta­
ble leaders against a Strikers side eager 
to correct their mixed start. 

Unbeaten Reds 

Ssesazi's power, Dan Keith Ama-
ni's consistency and Joseph 
Baguma's precision setting early 
benchmarks. Gladiators have 
steered clear early on. But with 
four teams locked on two points 
apiece, the bigger question is 
which side will seize early lea-
dership of the table and break 
out ofthe crowded mid-table 
gridlock in the ongoing tourney. 

. ties. Their deep batting line-up remains 
their strongest weapon. 

Topsy-turvy affair 
Strikers, on the other hand, face the 

tournament's most difficult assign­
ment in the red-hot Gladiators. Their 
inconsistent start - a win over Titans 
followed by a heavy defeat to Blasters 
-leaves them requiring a sharp turn­
around. 
Ali-rounder Fortunate Alijuna has 

been their brightest spark with 44 runs 
and four wickets. 

The Gladiators enter the day as the 
only unbeaten side, having beaten the 
Royals by 23 runs and outclassed Titans 
by 19. Their campaign has been pow­
ered by batters Dan Keith Amani (78 
runs) and G€rlad Olipa (59), while their 
bowling spearhead Jonathan Kizza 
has struck key blows to maintain their 
100% win record and tournament-best 
net run rate of 1.05. 

Leaderboard Stakes. Warriors all-rounder Stev~ Wabwose (L) is among the leading wicket-takers of the tournament 
with three scalps whereas Dan Keith Amani of Gladiators struck a half century yesterday. PHOTOS/EDDIE CHICCO 

Among the bowlers, Warriors' Joseph 
Baguma still leads the tournament 
with seven wickets, including a mem­
orableJive-for against Blasters, while 
Blasters' Mathew Musinguzi holds the 
best economy rate after his brillia)1t 517 
in four overs on MatchdayTwo. 

For the Royals, today presents a 
chance to rediscover momentum after 
a modest start A three-wicket win over 
Warriors handed them confidence, but 
they remain inconsistent Their most 
in-form players - Cyrus Kakuru (56 

runs) and Jonathan Nyiiro (48) - must 
fire if they are to overcome a Blasters 
unit that has shown both explosiveness 
and fragility in equal measure. 
The Blasters, led by superstar opener 

Simon Ssesazi, boast the tournament's 

highest individual score (90) and the 
best strike rate. 

Their emphatic 86-run victory over 
Strikers showcased their destructive 
potential, but a 15-run loss to Warriors 
reminded them of their vulnerabili-

As the halfway point approaches,mo­
mentum becomes currency - and to­
day's double-header could reshape the . 
rhythm of the remaining 10 days. 
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Seven riders embark on SOOkm charity race to Arua 
BY GE9RGE KATONGOLE 

KAMPALA. Seven cyclists set off 
from Kampala Tuesday morning 
on an 800-kilometre charity ride to 
Arua District,launching an initia­
tive aimed at supporting vulnera­
ble communities and boosting the 
profile of cycling in the country. 

The ride, part of the Cycle for 
Hope initiative, will pass through 
key towns including Jinja, Mbale, 
Soroti, Lira, Pakwach, Arua befme 
concluding at Rhino Camp on Sat­
urday. 

The week-long journey is backed 
by I:vtinet Insurance Brokers and 
the Crisis Response Network (CRN). 
Organisers confirmed that 52 bicy­
cles have been procured for distri­
bution along the route, slightly be­
low the target of 6(j. Beneficiaries 
will include schoolchildren, refu­
gees and community groups, with a 
Rotary Club chapter in Lira among 
the scheduled reClpients. 

In Uganda's Rhino Refugee Settle­
ment, over 155,000 people, most of 

. them chil.dren,face immense barri­
ers to education. With only one sec­
ondary school and long walking 
distances, many children are una­
ble to attend classes. 

The Cycle for Hope initiative, led 
. by professional cyclists Jordan 

Schleck and Charles Kagimu, aims 
to change that. In December 2025, 
they'll cycle 800 kmfrom Kampa­
la to Arua to raise awareness and 
funds to provide bicycles for refu­
gee children, helping them get to 
school and build a brighter future. 

Elite cyclist Charles Kagimu, who 
is part of the team, said he views 

In The Beginning. 
Some of the riders 
taking part in the 
800-kilometre 

I"v' Cycle for Hope 
"'".< charity expedition 

before they set off 
from Kampala on 

. Tuesday morning, 

. launching a week-
i longjourney to Arua 

aimed at supporting 
vulnerable com­
munities. PHOTO/ 
GEORGE 
KATONGOLE 

the race as both preparation for 
the next competitive season and an. 
opportunity to promote the sport. 

Charitable motive 
"At the core of the campaign is 

charity and I want to be part of the 
event. This is a stepping stone for 
us as we aim at making a change," 

he said. Minet Insurance Brokers, 
which is providing transport and 
logistics support, said its involve­
ment aligns with its communi­
ty-centred programmes. 

"Our focus is on people and this 
relates to what we believe in in 
terms of community. We want it to 
be an annual event targeting peo­
ple in need,"said Aaron Muriisa 

According to Mathias Lukwago, 
one of the organisers, the charity 
ride is intended to become a per­
manent fixture on the cycling cal­
endar. 

"We could have another cause 
next season but we want to make it 
an annual event,"he said. 
The riders taking part are 

Kagimu, Jordan Schleck Sseka­
nwagi, Brenda Nakandi, Wil­
ly Kato, Lawrence Lorot, Mary 
Aleper and Huzair Nsubuga. 
Organisers say the race is expect­
ed to raise the visibility of cycling 
while delivering direct assistance 
to communities along the route. 
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The Riders 
Taking Part. 
• Charles 
Kagimu 
• Jordan 
Schleck 
Ssekanwagi 
• Brenda 
Nakandi 
• Willy Kato 
• Lawrence 
Lorot 
• Mary Aleper 
• Huzair 
Nsubuga 
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