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The project aims to 
bridge persistent com­
munication gaps ex­
perts say contribute to 
delayed care and mis­
management of diseas­
es, among others. 

BY SYLVIA NAMAGEMBE 

M 
ulago National Referral Hos­
pital has unveiled a riew digi­
tal health-education initiative 
aimed at tackling widespread 

health misinformation and improving 
how medical information is communi­
cated to patients and the public. 
The pilot project, laupcp.ed on Tues­

day at Mulago, seekS to. bridge persis­
tent communication gaps that health 
experts say contribute to delayed care, 
poor treatment adherence, and mis­
management of diseases. 

Dr Justus Atuhaire, the project lead, 
said 'several Ugandans struggle to un- . 
derstcind basic medical terms, while : 
some health workers lack the training . 
to break down complex conditions for 
laypeople-leaving a fertile ground for 
rumours and misinformation. 

"People in need of care can neither ex­
plain nor understand their illnesses,"he 
said. 

"The information we give them gets 
diluted along the way, and this affects 
how they manage diseases, wheth­
er they return for review, and wheth­
er they adhere to medication instruc-
tions,"he said. . 

The project will produce short ani­
mated videos that simplify key pub­
lic-health topics such as water, sanita­
tion, and hygiene (WASH), nutrition, 
cervical cancer,hepatitis, and emergen­
cy services. 
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Mulago pilots digital health 
project to fight misjnformation 
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Dr Atuhaire said the initiative will also 
introduce "presentation champions"­
trained communicators who will deliv­
erthe content directly to communities. 

"Doctors are not alw~ys skilled teach­
ers," he noted. "These champions will 
ensure communities receive clear, di­
gestible information." 
The pilot phase will focus on Na­

manve Industrial Park and surround­
ing schools, an area hosting thousands 
of young, low-income workers who of­
ten lack access to preventive health ser­
vices due to long working hours and 
low earnings. 

"The population of Namanve alone 
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Mulago hospital's new digital heal­
th-education initiative aims at 
tackiingwidespread health misin­
formation and imppving how me­
dical information is communicated 
to the public. The pilot phase will 
focus on Namanve Industrial Park 
and surrounding schools, an area 
hosting several worf(ers who often 
lack access to preventive health 
services due to long worki.ng hours 
and low earnings. 
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can be equal to a whole district,"he said 
"Many cannot afford routine check-ups 
like cervical cancer screening or basic 
disease testing." 

Namanve Industrial Park-on Kam­
pa,la-Jir\ia highway-sits on 2,209 acres 
and is the largest of the 22 industri­
al and business parks managed by the 
Uganda InvestmentAuthority. 

To ensure broad access, the health 
content will be shared through web­
sites and various social media plat­
forms, Ministry of Health platforms 
and internal industrial-park commu­
nication channels. Versions compati­
ble with basic mobile phones will also 

be developed for low-bandwidth users. 

Impactofmisinfonnation 
Dr Rosemary Byanyima, the execu­

tive director of Mula go National Refer­
ral Hospital, said the facility continues 
to receive patients at advanced stages of 
illness because they misinterpret early 
symptoms or trust unverified remedies 
circulating online. 

"We spend enormous resources treat­
ing conditions that could have been 
prevented or managed early,"Dr Byany-
imasaid ' 
_ She added: "We see the consequences 
of misinformation every day-from pa­
tients abandoning treatment midway 
to those relying on harmful remedies." 
Mr Jung SanHoo, a senior advisor at 

the Korea Foundation for Internation­
al Healthcare (KOFIH), one of the im-· 
plementing partners, said the initiative 
aligns with global efforts to promote ac­
curate medical information following 
the rise of health misinformation dur­
ing and after the Covid-19 pandemic. 

"Health misinformation is now a glob­
al threat," he said, citing KOFIH studies 
showing digital education tools can im­
prove patient knowledge retention by 
up to 40 percent. 

Mulago hospital hopes to expand the 
model to other high-population,low-in­
come communities in Kampala City 
and later to regional referral hospitals 
if the pilot proves effective. 

Officials say the initiative could be­
come a key tool in closing Uganda's wid­
ening health-information gap and pro­
moting timely health-seeking behav­
iour. 
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Public' urged to bring their complaints against judges 
BY ANTHONYWESAKA 

KAMPALA. The general public has 
been urged to take their complaints 
against judicial officers to the Inspector 
of Courts on Monday, next week, at Ko-
1010 Independence Grounds as the Ju­
diciary holds. its second national court 
open day. . 

Newly-appointed Principal Judge Jane 
Frances Abodo explained that the pub­
lic shouldn't die in silence ifth~ have 
any issu~ with judicial officers as they 

seekjustice. She said feedbackfrom the 
public will, a,nlong others, also help im­
prove operations of courts countrywide. 

Justification for court open day 
"Ultimately, the theme underscores 

our belief that justice must be accessi­
ble, understandable, and responsive. We 
therefore call upon all Ugandans, court 
users, civil society, busiRess communi­
ty to join us on that day at Kololo Inde­
pendence ground, your voices sharp­
en our reforms, and your participation 

strengthens our commitment to thejus- do said. 
ticesystemthattrulybelongstothepeo- She added: "We are going to ask Ugan-
pIe, "the Principal Judge made the call dans how they want us to serve them, 

During the first national court open do they want to stay in the court system 
day last year, the Principal Judge said : for long or to mediate! reconciliation 
some of the complain~ that were raised : so that at the end of the day, we will be 
by the public against thejudicial officers : opening up business,attracting more in- : 
included perceived bias, access to jus- : vestments into the country." , 
tice,andaccountability. ~ Supplementing the complaints that 

"As the Judiciary, we shouldn't just : the public brought forward against the 
claim to be accountable, but people ac- : judicial officers during last year's na­
tually see the accountability, and we are : tional court open pay, Acting Chief Reg­
trying to demonstrate that,"Justice Abo- : istrar Pamela Ucaya Lamunu said they 

listed perceived corruption, perceived 
bias, delayed disposal of cases, and lost 
records of proceedings, among others. 

This year's theme is "Enhancing Judi­
cial Accountability and Access to Jus­
tice". 

The activities of the day will include; 
sensitisation on different court pro­
cesses, demonstration of court process­
es, giving feedba~ court reviews in 
your area,interactingwith different jus­
tice actors, exhibition by the Judiciary 
and different justice institutions. 

Bobi wine's promise of 10 mmion new jobs by 2031 
PROPOSAL: 

During the NTV Uganda pi:es:iden­
tial debate on Sunday, November 
30,National Unity Pla~orm (NUP) 
party presidential candidate Rob­
ert Kyagulanyi, also known as Bobi 
Wine, promised to create 10 million 
newjobs between 2026 and 2031. 

THE PLAN 

Bobi Wine says once elected, the 
job opportunities will come from 
manufacturing (60 percent), tour-. 

. 
ism (25.3 percent), the creative econ­
omy. and sports (14.7 percent) in the 
first five years ofhis administration. 

EXPLAINER: 

Current data from Uganda Bureau 
of Statistics (Ubos) shows Ugandacre­
ates fewer than 500,000 jobs per year. 
Uganda also pushes over 700,000 

graduates into the labour market an­
nually. . 
Bobi's promise of 10 million new 

jobs in five years requires Uganda to 

--------~ --~ --~---

create two million new jobs annual­
lybetween2026and2031.Thiswould 
absorb the 700,000 new graduates 
yearly, plus more 1.3 million unem­
ployed. 
This pushes upwards four times 

yearly the current capacity ofUganda 
to create new jobs, and keep the pace 
for five consecutive years. 

In manufacturing, Bobi's pledge' 
would create some 1.2 million new 
jobs. That would double the current 
annual numbers employed in the 
sector (Uganda Investment Authori­
ty). 

Also Bobi's plan to create 506,000 ' VERDICT: 
new jobs per year in the tourism 
sector would mean creating more 
297,691 (59percent)-more than half 
of the existing 803,691jobs now avail­
able yearly (2025 Uganda Tourism 
SatelliteAccOlmt Report). 

Bobi's pledge to add 294,000 new 
jobs per year to the creative and 
sports sector would be a big boost. 

CurreI).tly, Uganda has no official 
emplgyment count for the music, 
film, fashion, gaming, crafts, events 
and digital arts. 

Overall. Bobi's huge four-fold new job crea­
tion pledge is highly unlikely or infeasible to 
be achieved within the first five years ofhis 
administration, 
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