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At first glance, one could be forgiven 
for thinking that the Kiryandongo 
district khadi, Sheikh Sulaiman 
AbdUl Bwayo, had a happy childhood 
growing up in Mirima village, 
Kiryandongo sub-county. 

However, that is actually not the 
case. Sheikh Bwayo had a challenging 
journey from a difficult background to 
becoming a figure in his community, 
thanks to a scholarship offered by 
the National Resistance Movement 
(NRM) pahy in 200I. 

He got the scholarship through the 
late Dr Wasswa Hassan Galiwango, 
who had four years earlier established 
Mbale Progressively Academy, 
now known as Mbale Progressive 
Secondary School in Mbale. 

The 49-y~r-old Muslim cleric, 
dressed in his long robes and hat, 
told of how he struggled with poverty, 
which nearly prevented him from 
completing his education until the 
NRM provided a full scholarship, 
covering his studies through 
university. 

"My late father, a peasant farmer, 
had failed to raise school fees for my 
education after I completed Senior 
Three. So, I was here in Kiryandongo 
struggling to survive. We were seven 
children, but one died," he told New 
Vision in an interview yesterday. 
After graduating from the Islamic 

University in Uganda with a 
bachelor's degree in economics 
and Islam, Bwayo struggled . but 
eventually started his own secondary 
school. He later became a district 
khadi, appointed because of his 
qualifications and Islamic knowledge. 

"'I'm the only one who completed 
my studies in the family. The rest 
dropped out of school due to lack of 
school fees," he said. 

The sheikh said this at Karagalya 
grounds in Kiryandongo, where the 
NRM presidential candidate and 
the incumbent, Yoweri Museveni, 
held his first rally of the day before 
proceeding to Masindi !;Iistrict for the 
second and final political event. 

He was among the religious leaders 
who set the tone for the rally by 
leading a mammoth crowd in a word 
ofptayer. 

NRM SCHOLARSHIP 
When it was his turn to pray, Bwayo 
used the occasion to inform the 
President that he studied on the NRM 
scholarship. 
. "President Museveni, I am your son 
who studied on an NRM scholarship, 
and for sure, we have helped and 
continue to protect our party. We ask 
Allah to accept [our deeds]," he told 
Museveni, who was listening very 
intently to what he was saying. 

He then requested foe a vehicle 
to ease his movement, saying 
Kiryandongo is too big. He also 
petitioned the President to appoint 
orie of their elected parliamentary 
candidates to the cabinet, enabling 
residents to channel their issues 
through them. 

"Allah [God] chose for us President 
Museveni as a focused and patriotic 
leader. We ask Him to continue 

_ protecting him, give him good vision 
and good continuous programmes 
that are beneficial to our Ugandans," 

MUSEVENI PROMISES MORE POWER, 

President Museveni carrying a shield and spear donated to him after 'a rally at Karagalya Grounds in Kiryandongo yesterday. He was 
accompanied by his daughter, Natasha Karugire (third-right). Prime Minister, Robinah Nabbanja (foreground, fourth-left) was in attendance 

the district khadi prayed. 

MUSEVENIRESPONDS 
When he reached the rostrum at 
2:00pm, Museveni, accompanied 
by his daughter, Natasha Karugire, 
started by greeting the people in the 
local dialect. 

"I am happy to be in Kiryandongo, 
especially here in Katulikire and 
Bweyale, because I remember these 
areas were bushes. In Katulikire, 
there were only two small shops and 
in Bweyale, there were like three 
small shops," he said. 

Museveni then recalled how he once 
went to Anaka internally displaced 
persons (IDP) camp, then in Gulu, 
and found there Acholi people who 
had fled the war. 

"I asked them why they were in the 
Anaka !DP camp and requested them 
to cross the [River] Nile and go to 
where there is peace. They listened to 
me and moved here. Now that is the 
big town of Bweyale you are talking 
about," he said. . 

Museveni also said he was happy 
to see many Ugandans and Africans 
in Kiryandongo in peace. "I'm also 
happy that when I reached here, you 
sang the .Bunyoro traditional song 
[anthem], which means you are all 
united now," he told the people. 

He presented the NRM manifesto 
for the next general election, which he 
said .contains seven bricks the party 
has put on the house of Uganda over 
the last 40 years. 

IN~RASTRUCTURE 
The President said NRM was 
able to usher in an era of peace 
because of its ideology of opposing 
sectarianism of religion and tribe 
and the marginalisation of women 
and children, which enabled them to 
unite the politics of Uganda, but also 
to create institutions such as the army 

The Speaker of Parliament, Annet Anita Among (second-right), Introducing local NRM leaders to 
President Yoweri Musevenl (right) at Karagalya Grounds In Klryandongo district, yesterday 

The number of parishes 
in Kiryandorigo district 

with at least one 
government-aded 

primary school. 
and the Police to guard the country, 
comprising all Ugandans. . 

He also highlighted several 
achievements of the NRM government 
in economic infrastructure, including 
roads, mobile communications, 
electricity and safe water. 

"The second NRM contribution is 
development. You see the roads, the 
electricity, the water, the telephones 
[you all have the phones in your 
pockets], schools, health centres - all 
you raised in your manifesto. I will 
focus on them," he said. 

Museveni also welcomed the request 
to establish A'level government-aided 
schools in the district, describing it as 
"very good". 

Kiryandongo has 43 parishes, with 
23 hosting at least one government­
aided primary school, while 20 
do not have any. It also has seven 
government-aided secondary schools. 

The Government is currently 
constructing three seed secondary 
schools. When completed, the sub­
counties without government-aided 
secondary schools. will reduce from 
seven to four. 

On the issue of health, out of 13 sub-

counties in Kiryandongo, one has a 
hospital, one has a health centre IV, 
and six have health centres ill. Five 
sub-counties do not have any health 
facilities. 

However, the Government plans 
to upgrade Kichwambugingo Health 
Centre II to a health centre ill, Kiigya 
Health Centre II to a health centre 
ill and Karuma Health Centre II to 
a health centre ill. It also plans to 
construct new health centres ill in 
Kyankende and yamahasa sub­
counties. 

On access to safe clean water, out 
of 323 villages in Kiryandongo, 258 
have access to a safe water source, 
representing an average coverage of 
80%. 

SHOCKING POWER SITUATION 
Museveni, however, said he was 
shocked to hear that rural Bweyale, 
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