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The irrigation system 
was introduced to en­
hance the production 
of crops and vegetables 
for both home con­
sumption and market 
supply, while reducing 
over-dependence on 
rainfall. 

BY SEGUJJA BYOMUGABI 

F
anners in the Greater Kibaale Sub­
region are steadily embracing the 
·government-backed Micro-scale 
Irrigation Scheme. 

The irrigation scheme aims to 
improve food production and reduce 
4ependence on unpredictable rainfall. 
Across Kagadi, Kibaale, and Kakurniro 
districts, more fanners are co-funding 
the system, installing water units, and 
turning previously dry seasons into 
productive periods. 

According to data from the three 
districts, a total of 298 farmers have 
benefited from the scheme. Many more 
are still waiting for a chance to co-fund 
andjoin. 

The irrigation system was·introduced 
to enhance the production of crops and 
vegetables for both home conswnption 
and market supply, while reducing 

- bvei-dependence on rainfall. 
Kagadi District Agricultural Officer 

Desire Mpalana said 80 farmers have 
co-funded the system over the last 
two financial years (2023/2024 and 
1024/2025), and a total of 65.5 acres 
have been irrigated under the scheme 
so far. 

"The district has seven demonstration 
farms where we conduct farmer 
training. Three irrigation methods are 
applied: sprinklers, drag hoses, and drip 
lines. A furmer co-funds, depending on 
the size ofland they want to inigate," 
M5Mpalana said in an interview with 

-<-the Daily Monitorearly this week. 
Mr Hassan Matovu, the principal 

agricultural officer for Kibaale District, 
said the centraI government has spent 
more than ShS1.82 billion on the 
system in the district 

Kibaale fanners turn to 
irrigation for stability 

A farmer irrigate~ crops in Kagadi District last week. According to data f"llm Kagadi, Kibaale, and Kakumiro districts, a 
total of 298 farmers have benefited from the s4?heme. P~OTO/BYOMUGABI SEGUJJA 

MORE FUNDING NEEDED 

Beneficiaries of the Micro­
scale Irrigation Scheme and 
other farmers have called on the 
government to provide more 
funding for the initiative. 

They say increased support 
would enable more farmers to 
access the scheme, better cope 
with climate change impacts, and 

He added that 83 water systems and 
eight demonstration farms have been 
installed. 

"This technology aims to promote 
consistent production and increased 

boost agricultural productivity. 
The farmers from the districts 

ofKibaale, Kakumiro, and Kagadi 
urged the government to facilitate 
maintenance costs and provide 
additional training to improve 
efficiency and output. 

They add that the water tanks 
supplied are too small and that 
maintenance is costly. 

~ 

food and vegetable growing. It works 
best for small-scale farmers, though 
it can also be applied in large-scale 
funning,"he said. 

Mr Matovu explained that the 

government contributes 75 percent of 
the installation cost, while fanners pay 
the remaining 25 percent. Although 
the scheme faced initial challenges, he 
said uptake has gradually improved. 
He advised co-funding farmers to plan 
strategically to remain competitive and 
profitable. 

Mr Matovu said farmers must meet 
certain requirements to qualify for 
the scheme, including having access 
to a reliable water source, the ability 
to co-fund, and sufficient land for 
production. 
In Kakurniro District, agricultural 

engineer Joseph Kwezi said crops such 
as pineapples, coffee, watermelon, 
pastures, passion fruit, tomatoes, and 
other food crops perform well under 

the irrigation system. 
"Regular water supply boosts both 

quality and quantity of production," 
he said, adding that the system enables 
farmers to more easily enter the money 
economy. 

He said 720 farmers expressed interest 
in the system, 580 farms were assessed 
by the technical team, and 171 farmers 
committed. ShS1 million each. He, 
however, said only 113 systems were 
installed, leaving a deficit of 58 due to 
funding limitations. 

Mr Kwezi added that the demand for 
the system in Kakurniro is now higher 
than when it wasfust introduced. 

Mr Everest Murubya of Mugarama 
Sub-county in Kibaale District said the 
irrigation system has helped increase 
his income. 

"After the installation, I grew two 
acres of pastures for my animals. This 
has increased milk production, and I 
now earn daily from milk sales,"he said. 

He also grows passion fruit and 
watermelon to supplement his income. 

Fr Godfrey Kirabo, a beneficiary in 
Kagadi District, said the system has 
significantly reduced reliance on 
rainwater. 

"As farmers, we depend on rainfall, 
which delays production. This system 
allows timely farming throughout the 
year;he said, adding that productivity 
now depends more on the farmer's 
dedication and availability rather than 
the seasons. 

Mr Jonani Tumusiime,a coffee farmer 
in Mugarama, said he is willing to co­
fund but has not yet been selected. 

"My coffee would be doing better with 
a reliable water supply. On my three­
acre farm, I currently harvest eight 
sacks instead of the 16 I would expeet at 
peak harvest,"he noted. 
Another beneficiary, Ms Aisha 

Kanyarutoke, said proceeds from her 
tomato and watermelon harvests on a 
four-acre farm have enabled her to buy 
a plot ofland,pay school fees, and meet 
household needs. 

However, she pointed out that 
pesticides are becoming increasingly 
expensive, making pest control difficult. 

"To increase productivity; we want 
the Ministry of Agriculture and Animal 
Husbandry to support us with the right 
seed varieties and affordable pest­
control measures,"she said. 
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BY ISMAIL BATEGEKA 
~ ALEX ASHABA 

MASINOI. Teenage girls in Masindi 
District are increasingly turning to un­
safe herbal mixtures and crude home 
methods to terminate unwanted preg­
nancies. 

Health workers and community lead­
ers warn that the practice, driven by 

- poverty, fear of stigma, and limited ac­
cess to reproductive health informa­
tion, is slowly escalating into a public 
health emergency, especially in rural 
and peri-urban areas like Kijura,Kyema, 
Kihande, Nyangahya, and several land­
ing sites in Budongo Sub-county. 

Girls interviewed say they choose 
herbs because they cannot affordmedi­
cal services,fear beingjudged by health 
workers or their families, or simply do 
not know where to seek confidential 
- d safe cafe. 

They say as a re.sult, many resort to 
roadside vendors, peers, or local herb­
alists who offer concoctions believed 
to "remove" pregnancies. Health work­
ers say these choices often end in dan-

- €rous complications, severe infections, 
and long-term reproductive damage. 

Aisha (not her real name), a 16-year­
old from ~a Vi.lfuge,says She termi-
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Unsafe teen abortions fuel reproductive health crisis 
nated her two-month pregnancy using 
bitter herbs due to fear. 

"I was scared. I had no money, and I 
couldn't tell my parents. I bought herbs 
from a woman at the market in Masin­
di Town, who told me to drink them at 
night. After taking them, I got severe 
stomach Pain for many hours, and then 
I started bleeding for more than three 
days,"she says. 

She says she stayed home throughout 
the ordeal for fear of being questioned, 
but she still suffers from persistent low­
er abdominal pain to this day. 

Similarly, Maria (not her real name), a 
Senior Three student, says she became 
pregnant at 16 and was afraid to tell her 
parents. 

"A friend gave me herbs and told me 
to boil them and drink the water. I took 
them for two days and collapsed after 
heavy bleeding,"she says. 

Maria adds that she survived only be­
cause neighbours rushed her to Masin­
di Hospital in time. 

In Kijanja Village, a 17-year-old girl 
says-she hid heF bleeding fur two days 
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Issue. 
Most of the girls come 
after taking herbs 
or chemicals. They 
fear coming early 
because they don't 
want people to know 
they're pregnant. By 

the time we see them, 
their wombs are already infected 
or damaged. Some may never have 
children in the future. It is very sad. 
- Ms Getrude Tusiime, a nurse. 

after taking a herbal mixture given to 
her bY a friend. 
"I could noftell my motheJ:She would 

beat me, but it was fortunate I faint­
ed before my relatives, who realised I 
needed urgent medical attention," she 
says. 

In Kijura and Kirasa,suburbs of Masin­
di Municipality, several teenage girls 
told this reporter that they personally 
know someone who has used herbs or 
attempted unsafe abortion methods af­
ter necoming pregnant. : ~ i,J • ~ ~ 
~_.~l£. ",!}.j ~= ~r 

They say some boil strong herbal mix- early because they don't want people 
tures recommended by friends, while to know they're pregnant. By the time 
others swallow large amounts of pain- we see them, their wombs are already 
killers, detergent, bitter plant roots, or infected or damaged. Some may nev­
concoctions secretly sold by roadside er have children in the future. It is very 
women. sad,"shesays. 

Uganda continues to face high rates Ms Tusiime says the district urgent-
of teenage pregnancy. According to na- ly needs stronger comInunity edu­
tional data, about one in four teenage cation about pregnancy prevention, 
girls becomes pregnant each year. , confidential counselling spaces, and 

The Guttmacher Institute estimates ' youth-friendly services that teenagers 
that 57,000 girls aged 15 to 19 under- ' can trust. 
go abortions annually in Uganda, ~ Mr Richard Mukasa, a teacher at Bu· 
most of them unsafe due to legal re- ' jenje Primary School, says schools are 
strictions, stigma, and lack of access to quietly losing girls. 
youth-friendly reproductive health ser- "We lost three girls in just one term 
vices. because of pregnancy. Some stop COID-

Health workers across Masindi say ing after they realise they are expecting. 
they see the consequences of these si- Others attempt unsafe methods and 
lent attempts every week. full sick. The lack of open conversations 

Ms Getrude Tusiime, a nurse at a pri- about reproductive health is costing us 
vate clinic in Kijura, says they receive many young lives and futures,"he says. 
at least two teenage girls weekly with He says the combination of cultural si­
sighs of incomplete abortion, infection, lence, poverty, limited access to contra­
or severe bleeding. ception, and fear of judgment has creat­
. "Most of the girls come after taking ed a cycle where girls feeHrapped with 
herns OF chemical$-. They fear coming no safe options. _ -1" <..:; 
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