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QUOTE OF 
THE DAY 

MP Ojara Mapenduzi on Gulu campaign violence: "I am not the security officer; l am not the police 
officer: I am an elected leader who was meeting his people. I can't account for what happened but there are those who 
did it. Some are known, so let them be brought to book. I never got involved in any planning." 

EDITORIAL 

_Addres~ ch(Jllenges 
. ~ facing health sector -

TI week, the MiItistry of Health released the 
2024/202$ Financial Year national health facility per­
fonnance rankings,naming the best and worst per-

. fonning districts,sub-regi.ons, and referral hospitals. 
Mbale RegioI!alReferral Hospital topped the list with 67 per­

cent;followed by Mengo Hospital at 55 percent. St Mary's Hos­
pital Lacor, St Francis Nsambya Hospital and Fort Portal Re­
gional Referral Hospital each scored 41 percent. 
In the Local Government rankings, Kiruhura emerged· as 

the best-performing district, scoring 92.3 percent, followed 
by BundIbugyo, which scored 89.4 percent. Mbale was ranked 
. third after scoring 89 percent.AruaDistrict was the worst per­
former nationwide at 54.3 percent,ranking 146th. Soroti Dis­
trict followed at 57.8 percent, followed by Butebo (58.8),Ho­
ima(60.2) and Bukomansimbi (61.1). 
The report comes amid a challenging year for the health sec­

tor. Last week, Parliament approved a Shs8.1 trillion supple­

The Issue: 
mentary budget, with Shs397 billion ear­
IllaIked for the health sector. Part of the 

Health sector funds will address gaps in the storage 
and distribution of additional vaccine 

rankings. supplies expected this financial year; as 
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been known, 
and it is high 
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them head-on. 

well as medical supplies handed over to 
the government by USAID. 

On the bright side, the government sig­
nificantly increased the health l?udget 
this financial yecu;from Shs2.9 trillion to 
Shs5.8 trillion amid funding gaps after 
donors withdrew their support. 

Also, this week, the governments of 
Uganda and the US signed a memo­
randum of understanding on a new 
health-financing model. The two na­
tions signed a five-year, $2.3 billion 
(about Shs8 trillion) bilateral health co-
operation agreement that obligates 
Uganda to share vital health data with 
the US. 

But while releasing the health facili­
ty performance rankings, Dr Diana Atwine, the Ministry of 
Health's permanent secretary, said some of the yoor-perform­
ing districts were largely struggling with human resource 
shortages, transparency issues, and inefficiencies. 

The challenges facing Uganda's health sector have always 
been known, and it is high time we faced them head-on. 

For a long time, we have grappled with a critical staff short­
age. Our doctor-to-patient ratio is still below the World Health 
OrganiSation recommended standards. We need to ensure 
that we train and retain more doctors. 

Many of the government hospitals were constructed in the 
1960s or even earlier during the colonial era, and were de­
~igned for a smaller population than the 46 million people 
Uganda has now. This has resulted in overcrowding and strain 
on the hospitals. These facilities need revamping, expansion 
and furnishing with modern essential equipment. 

Finally; the prioritising of the health sector by the govern­
ment through increased budgets should not be a one-off. This 
~ go a long way in ensuring that we have motivated, well­
trained professionals who man functioning heaith facilities 
that have all the supplies and medicines they need. 

Our commitment to you 
We pledge: 
• To be accurate and fair in all we do. 
• To be respectful to all in our pursuit ofthe truth. 
• To refuse to accept any compensation beyond that 

provided by Monitor Publications Ltd. for what we do in 
oUI"r)ews gathering and decision-making. 

Further, we ask that we be informed whenever you feel 
that we have fallen short in our attempt to keep these 
commitments. 

Cartoon. The Electoral Commission (EC) has condemned the recent violence that occurred during campaign 
rallies for National Unity Platform presidential candidate Robert Kyagulanyi, alias Bobi Wine. 
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Anti-money laundering rules 
and burden on poor economies 

t has become one of the most striking par­
adoxes in modern finance. The nations 
now enforcing the world's toughest An: 
ti-Money Laundering and Counter-Terror-

ism Financing (AMLICFT) rules are the very 
same countries that built their wealth un­
der conditions that would fail today's com­
pliance tests. 

Their ascent was powered by unregulat­
ed capital flows, secretive banking, colonial 
extraction, exploitative labour systems, and 
minimal oversight-factors that today are 
considered high-risk. Yet developing coun­
tries are now expected to meet standards so 
complex and resource-intensive that even 
the wealthiest nations could not have com­
plied with during their formative periods. 

The consequences are tangible. Scarce na­
tional resources must be diverted into com­
pliance at the exp'ens'e of infrastructure, 
healthcare, and education. Falling short trig­
gers grey-listing, withdrawal of correspond­
ent banking relationships, and higher bor­
rowing costs, effectively isolating countries 
from the global financial system. 

The architecture of the global AMLICFT re­
gime was designed by wealthy economies for 
wealthy economies. It reflects the intricacies 
of trillion-dollar banking networks, advanced 
capital markets, and institutional infrastruc­
tures that far exceed the capacities of most 
developing nations. Yet countries with mod­
est banking sectors are judged by these same 
metrics.The regulatory equivalent might be 
asking a rural health clinic to meet the stand­
ards of a world-class hospital-and punish­
ing it when it cannot. 

Grey-listing has become one of the most 
consequential tools in global financial gov­
ernance. Once a country is placed on the Fi-

Developing nations re­
quire technical assis­
tanoo, not threats of 
grey-listing. 

nancial Action Task Force (FATF) grey list, 
the economic consequences are ~ediate. 
Foreign investment declines, correspondent 
banks withdraw, borrowing costs rise, and 
governments scramble to mitigate fallout.For 
nations reliant on predictable capital flows, 
even brief listings can trigger lasting econom­
ic distortions. 

Is AMLICFT primarily a crime-fighting tool, 
or has it become a geopolitical instrumentre­
inforcing the dominance of already powerful 
financial systems? 

The heaviest costs are borne by those least 
able to manage them. Small businesses face 
higher documentation requirements; re­
mittance recipients navigate increasingly 
complex verification processes; and banks 
increasingly restrict entire customer seg­
ments to mitigate perceived risks. This wave 
of de-risking undermines financial inclusion, 
suppresses entrepreneurship, and weakens 
economic resilience. Compliance,intended to 
protect economies, often narrows access to fi­
nance,leaving countries technically "compli­
ant"but economically constrained. 

The situation is particularly visible in Ugan­
da, where individuals receiving significant in­
flows can find their accounts flagged,interro­
gated, or frozen. Instead of facilitating invest­
ment, the system slows it. Account holders 
must provide exhaustive explanations about 
the source and purpose of their funds. What 
should be a protective mechanism has be­
come a brake on enterprise and a procedur­
al burden that discourages banking partici­
pation. 

Wayforward . 
A fairer, more effective global AMLICFT sys­

tem is not only desirable-it is essential. Reg­
ulatory standards must be proportional, cali­
brated to the realities and capacities of each 
jurisdiction. What works in New York, Lon­
don, or Frankfurt cannot simply be trans­
planted onto Gaborone, Kampala,'or Kath­
mandu without distorting develoJiment, in­
vestment, and social progress. 

Advanced economies must confront their 
own vulnerabilities. Financial centres that fa­
cilitate illicit wealth should be held account­
able, closing loopholes in beneficial owner­
ship, tax havens,and regulatory arbitrage. On- • 
ly by enforcing transparency everywhere can 
AMLICFT gain credlbility. 

Support-not sanction-should define the 
next era of governance. Developing nations 
require technical assistance, capacity-build­
ing, and technology transfer, not threats ,, ~ 
of grey-listing and exclusion. Compliance 
should function as a bridge to inclusion rath-
er than a wall that isolates. 

I The writer is a lawyer and fanner Joumalist 
vincent.mayal\ia®gmail.com • 
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