
been increased from 34,680 in 2021 to 
the current 50,739 to ease the voting 
process. 

Ms Aisha Lubega, the EC deputy chair­
person, said the increase means every 
polling station will have just about 600 
voters; enough to be handled by the 
machines within the time allowed. 

The EC says if voting starts at 7am 
and concludes at 4pm, all the 600 vot­
ers should be able to be verified and 
vote. The EC said they have taken into 
account cases of likely delays of voting 
at some polling stations start late dueto 
unforeseen circumstances. 

The EC has acquired 109,142 Biom­
etric voter verification kits (BVVK), 
which they said will improve the man­
agement and conduct of the 2026 polls 
through the authentication of voter 
identity. 

Two machines will be deployed at 
each of the over 50,000 odd polling sta­
tions across the country. 

A woman casts her vote at Nabbingo Polling Station in Kyengera Town Council, Wakiso District during elections for 
lC3 chairpersons and their councilors on February 3,2021. PHOTO/FILE 

The EC is currently training more ously, when the voter verification re­
than 50,000 polling assistants who lied on the Voters' Register and some­
were recruited to manage the ma- times the biometric machines, which 
chines during the General Elec- malfimctionedduringthe2021 
tion that kicks off on January polls. 
15,2026. Ar ..... ir':'I.'trI~i\. 

Mr Julius Mucunguzi, the How the BVVK will 
EC spokesperson, said: work 
"By 4pm whoever will be "The BVVK basically 
found in the voting line, uses fingerprints and 
will be allowed to vote. So, facial recognition tech-
even if the voting starts late nology to match voter de-
they will still have the chance tails, which will help the 
to vote because the law provides Presiding Officer to match 
for that." and confIrm the identity of the 

He said vote counting may continue voter with the one captured on the 
into the night since the law does not Voters' Register of that particular poll­
limit when to stop it. ing station. The system will enable the 

The EC acknowledged that the pro- Commission to ensure that only regis-
cess will be longer compared to previ- tered persons will cast their vote dur-

ing the elections and that such persons 
(voters) do not vote more than once for 
the same election. This will help the 
Commission achieve the One-Man/ 
Woman-One Vote principle,"Ms Lube­
gasaid. 

She added, "The Commission is pro­
gressing with the training of the offi­
cials who will operate the kits during 
the elections, from the national level to 
the polling station level." 

The idea of effectively deploying the 
BVVKwas directed by President Musev­
eni, who, without presenting evidence, 
claimed the National Unity Platform 
(NUP) party rigged the 2021 elections. 

Speaking at a thanksgiving ceremo­
ny in memory of the late Gen Aronda 
Nyakayirima in Kampala on Septem­
ber 12,2024,Mr Museveni accused NUP 

realmg N UY'S canruaate, wno seorea 
3.6m votes, Mr Museveni and his ruling 
National Resistance Movement (NRM) 
party suffered a huge defeat in Bugan­
da, also referred to as the central region. 

Candidate Museveni was beaten to 
the central region vote by NUP par­
ty presidential candidate, Mr Robert 
Kyagulanyi, also known as Bobi Wine, 
by a margin of 614,677 votes. Mr Mu­
seveni got 838,858 votes against the 
1,453,535 garnered by Mr Kyagulanyi. 
The NRM party also lost at least 10 

parliamentary seats to ~. ill the re­
gion. Some of the c~alties included 
Mr Museveni's then vice president oflo 
years, Mr Edward Kiwanuka Ssekandi, 
and more than six members of his then 
serving Cabinet. 

Mr Museveni resurrected these claims 
in March when his NRM party candi­
date, Ms Faridah Nambi, was defeated 
by NUP's Elias Nalukoola dUling the Ka­
wempe North by-election. 
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BY STEPHEN OTAGE 

KAMPALA. Government's plans to en­
act a Fertility Treatment Bill are at an 
advanced stage, a senior Ministry of 
Health official has said. 

Dr Richard Mugahi, the conmussion­
er for child and maternal health at the 
Ministry of Health, made the remarks 
on Sunday while officiating at the open­
ing of the Kira Bethany Hospital Fertili­
ty Centre in Wakiso District. 

Dr Mugahi said the govemment is in­
creasingly concerned about rising in­
fertility among newly married couples, 
adding that up to eight out of every 10 
couples reportedly fail to conceive de­
spite regular sexual intercourse. The 
proposed law seeks to regulate fertility 
services and make treatment more af­
fordable. _ 

"The Bill looks at subsidising treat­
ment costs, regulating surrogacy and 
human cell storage, and setting guide­
lines on the appropriate age for child­
bearing. We are also reviewing how cae­
sarean sections are being conducted in 
private clinics,"Dr Mugahi said. 

Govt moves to enact fertiliry treatment law as infertility cases rise 
He explained that although infertility 

is often associated with women, it can 
affect either partner, underscoring the 
need for proper diagnosis to determine 
why couples are unable to conceive. 

The facility will also enable individu­
als to store sperm and eggs for future 
use, particularly those who wish to de­
lay childbearing for career or personal 
reasons. 

He said patients undergoing chemo· 
therapy are routinely asked whether 
they would like to preserve their sperm 
or eggs, as such treatment often damag­
es reproductive cells. With consent, the 
cells are harvested and frozen for fu­
tureuse. 

"In the case of women, they must 
come with the person providing the 
sperm for fertilisation, after which a 
surrogate mother may be engaged to 
carry the pregnancy,"he said. 

Dr Mugahi identified women above 
35 years who plan to give birth after 
the age of 42 as another group that can 
benefit from egg banking. He explained 

Hope. 
Some women produce 
healthy eggs, but these 
cannot pass through 
the fallopian tubes. 
Assisted reproductive 
technology allows us 
to bypass the bloc-
kage, harvest the eggs, 

and preserve them for 
fertilisation,"-

Dr Richard Mugahi, the com­
missioner for child and maternal 
health at the Ministry of Health. 

that women's peak reproductive years 
are between 15 and 35, after which egg 
quality declines, increasing the risk 

. of abnormalities, risks that can be re­
duced through egg preservation. 

He also cited women with high levels 
of prolactin, a hormone associated with 
breast milk production, which can pre­
vent them from carrying pregnancies. 
Their eggs can be'harvested and stored 

for future use. The entire process cur­
rently costs about Shs 10 million, a fee 
the government considers high and is 
working to reduce. 

Dr Mugahi added that fertility ser­
vices have largely been provided by pri­
vate facilities, making them inaccessi­
ble to many couples. 

Medical assessments show that infer­
tility causes vary widely. Among wom­
en, blocked fallopian tubes, often result­
ing from reproductive tract infections, 
are a major challenge. 

"Some women produce healthy eggs, 
but these cannot pass through the fallo-. 
pian tubes, Assisted reproductive tech­
nology allows us to bypass the blockage, 
harvest the eggs, and preserve them for 
fertilisation,"Dr Mugahi said. 

He added that the technology al­
so enables specialists to collect, clean, 
and concentrate sperm before fertilis­
ation. What began as a single fertility . 
centre in Kampala has since expanded 
to five facilities nationwide, with more 
planned in cities such as .Mbarata. 

The Director of Bethany Women and 
Family Hospital, Dr Andabati Gonza­
ga, said the demand for fertility servic­
es has nsen significantly due to chang­
ing social and lifestyle patterns. 

"Career-driven individuals are de­
laying startirig families, which push­
es many into age brackets associated 
with conception challenges,"Dr Gonza­
gasaid. 

He said the facility receives between 
20 and 30 patients daily, most of whom 
have struggled with infertility for two 
to five years. Women with tubal compli­
cations accolmt for a growing number 
of cases, while men constitute between 
30 and 40 percent of patients. 

Dr Gonzaga said fertility care remains 
underdeveloped due to its labour-in­
tensive nature and high setup costs. 

However, recent investments have en­
abled the hospital to address challeng­
es related to sperm count, genetic and 
embryo screening, and the detection of 
hereditary conditions such as sickle celi 
disease. 


