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cle inspection, warnea ffiat the fesuve 
season nonnally brings recklessness 
among road users and that this time 
around, caution must be exercised to 
avoid road carnage. The event was held 
at Namanve, outside Kampala City. 

"We are going into Christmas. And if 
we all avoid road crashes, we should be 
able to smile. As we approach the fes­
tive season,1 urge all road users to prior­
itise safety and reflect on the dangers of 
road crashes,"he said. 

Gen Katumba added that there has 
been an ongoing sensitisation of road 
users across the country, adding that 
this year, the focu~ is on safe vehicles 
for a safer Uganda. He said, unlike previ­
ous years, this year's sensitisation cam­
paigns have been held in various parts 
of the country,including the painting of 
zebra crossings. 

He said the government has launched 
the vehicle inspection exercise to en­
sure vehicles plying the different routes 
in the country are roadworthy 

Residents inspect the wreckage of a vehicle that collided with a taxi in Fort Portal City on September 22_ Nine passen­
gers sustained injuries in the road crash. PHOTO/ALEX ASHABA 

"A vehicle's safety rating is crucial in 
preventing crashes and protecting oc­
cupants.As owners of vehicles, it is our 
responsibility to ensure our vehicles are 
roadworthy through regular checks, re­
pairs, and maintenance. Let's affirm 
that our vehicle's safety elements are 
always ftmctional. Government's com­
mitment to vehicle safety is evident in 
our takeover of mandatory motor ve­
hicle inspection facilities,"Gen Katum­
basaid. 

The minister also said road users must 
observe the speed limits, road signs, 
and ensure they do not drive under the 
influence of substances,such as alcohol. 

"As we celebrate this festive season, 
we need to drive safely and responsibly. 
We need to drive within the prescribed 

STATISTICS ·ON CRASHES 

Uganda's 2024 road crash data 
shows a significant rise in acci­
dents and fatalities, with more 
than 25,000 crashes, 5,144 
deaths (14 daily), and 25,808 
casualties, driven mainly by 
reckless driving, speeding, and 
poor road conditions, with mo­
torcyclists (bodaboda) and pe­
destrians being the most vulne­
rable victims. 
Key causes included careless 
overtaking and speeding (44.5 
percent), while peak times for 
deaths were from 6pm to 8pm. 

speed limits. Avoid driving under the 
influence. And 1 grew up thinking that 
it was the influence of alcohol. But af­
ter growing up, 1 realised there is an in­
fluence of so many other things. So let 
us avoid driving under the influence of 
whatever is happening in oui lives at 
that time," he said. 

The Works minister added: "Wear seat 
belts and crash helmets. Avoid distrac­
tions while driving ... that person you're 
trying to respond to on WhatsApp, 
which call you think is so important, 
it can wait until you reach a safe place 
and call them back. There is nothing 
that can't wait. But after you crash and 
you're no more, then people start run­
ning llr9und, but ... you could have wait­
ed, and you would have avoided a road 

He added that the government WIll 
continue to play its role in ensuring 
roads are safe for both motorists and 
non-motorists. 
"It is our duty to remind the public of 

these risks during the festive period of 
merrymaking and reconnection with 
our loved ones,"Mr Katushabe said. 

He said the roll-out of the mandatory 
motor vehicle inspection is part of the 
efforts to ensure safety for all road us­
ers. 

"The minister of Works and Trans­
port, in collaboration with Uganda Po­
lice Force is rolling out the mandato­
ry motor vehicle inspection services 
as one of the interventions in the road 
safety project, the environment, and 
the safeguard, the health and wellbe­
ing of the public. The exercise has com­
menced for all government vehicles," 
Mr Katushabe stated. 
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BY BUSEIN SAMILU 

KAMPALA. Environmental and agri­
cultural experts have implored the gov­
ernment to increase the budgeting of 
climate financing to curb the future ca­
tastrophe orchestrated by the negative 
impact of climate change, which has in 
the Rj-St resulted in the death of thou­
sands and destroyed properties worth 
billions. 

Last month, more than 20 people 
died after Mother Nature unleashed its 
wrath, causing floods and mudslides 
that swept away homes and gardens in 
Bukwo and Kween districts, which are in 
eastern Uganda. The cause of the floods 
has been largely attributed to the neg­
ative impact of climate change, which 
has rendered some parts of the affected 
areas uninhabitable. 
At the same time, the torrential rain, 

coupled with poor drainage· planning, 
led to massive flooding iri Kampala Cap­
ital City, destroying traders' properties 
worth billions. 
The events are part. of the regular oc­

currences that have struck the coun­
try for ye~, especi~y in districts like 
Bugu~a!,BlJlamb,u!i;Sjr£nl~p,f~e~~, 
and BUI dItiugy6,'afnbhg others. < -

Experts say climate financing should be prioritised now 
Experts who have long warned and 

asked the government to prioritise clio· 
mate change fmancing. They say it's 
time for the government,especially Par­
liament, which plays the appropriation 
role, to increase the budget for climate 
financing. 

Dr Arthur Bainomugisha, the execu­
tive director of the Advocates Coalition 
for Development and Environment 
(AC~DE), said: "Agriculture employs 80 
percent of our population. The Mi>s ~p­
resent those people. Most of the mon­
ey should be going into the agriculture 
sector, should be going into the environ­
mental and natural resources, because 
that's where the majority of our citizens 
derive their livelihoods." 

He made the remarks during the na­
tional dialogue on the integration of the 
Productive Use of Solar Energy (PUSE) 
project. . 

Dr Bainomugisha added: "I personal­
ly planted over 3,000 seedlings of coffee 
last year, and they all died. They dried 
up because of the <ir¥ s~. S~ ~4! we 

; are trying to do here now is ~o mronn 

CASH FOR CLIMATE ACTION 

In the last three financial years, 
the budget for climate finan­
cing, which is categorised as na­
tural resources, environment, cli­
mate change, land and water ma­
ilagementW programme, has been 
fluctuating. The programme re-

the government to prioritise access to 
this solar energy to the citizens, espe­
cially small-scale farmers, who are ac­
tually the backbone of agriculture, be­
cause, as 1 said, the majority of our farm­
ers are not large-scale farmers.ltis these 
small-holding farmers who are the 
backbone of the agriculture sector." 

Mr Julius Twinamasiko, the pro­
gramme coordinator for strategic inter­
ventions to boost food and animal feed 
security at the Ministry of Agriculture, 

. Animal Industry and Fisheries, said his 
ministry is engaging its Ererny~~oun­
terpart to ensure tfie JJu!:lget for Crimate 

ceived Shs364.9b in the current 
·2025/2026 financial year (FY), 
which is less than one percent 
of the total Shs72.3 trillion bud­
get. The budget for the same pro­
gramme in the last financial year 
was Shs642b, which was higher 
than the Shs516.8b allocated to 
the sector in FY2023/2024. 

and green financing is increased. 
"We work together to ensure renewa­

ble energy helps the agricultural activ­
ities to continue, for example, we have 
a lot of irrigation activities that use en­
ergy going on, we have a lot of agro-pro­
cessing, so the synergy between these 
two ministries is strong and we are al­
ways striving to make sure that the gov­
ernment allocates enough funds to this 
sector;he said. 

Mr Carlos Bueso Varela, the pro­
gramme lead at Power for Food Partner­
ship in Uganda,a ~b-pwj~l!llder Ale 

: Power for Food proje~, s'1.d'l'i.ihdfugcli-

mate change mitigation and adaptation 
is critical now since food production is 
under threat. 

ACODE, in collaboration with Heifer 
International Uganda, under the Dis­
tributed Renewable Energy Ecosys­
tems Model (DREEM) project,is current­
ly running the PUSE technologies pro­
gramme, which is aimed at driving eco­
nomic growth in the agricultural sector, 
given the sector's importance to Ugan­
da's population and economy. 

Ms Anna Amumpiire, a research fel­
low at ACODE, said:"Supporting the 
PUSE in agricultural value chains to jn­
crease productivity and value addition 
is one of the most relevant means to im­
prove small holder farmers'livelihoods 
and increase their resilience to Climate 
change ... This cannot happen without a 
good policy environment. ACODE un­
der the DREEM project works with part­
ners to implement actiVities aimed at 
strengthening the policy and regulatory 
environment to promotePUSE." 
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