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Jaguar gala closes season 
with speed and silverware 
Finale. The Jaguar Sprints brough.t the curtain 
down on the 2025 inter-club swimming calen­
dar in"style, blending prize money, elite racing 
artd a revived preliminar-ies-and-finals format 
that rewarded both speed and staying power. 

BY MAKHTUM MUZIRANSA : girls, and the 11-13, Which pushed 
: the limits of the 11 and 12 year 

- : olds. To cap it off, the organizers in-
JAGlJAR SPR _ TS : cluded prize money; Shs120,000 
Top Collectors -14 and Over : for topping a race in the 9-10 and 
B: Lar Gre Feni : 11-13 age groups while those that 
(Shs450.000), Mathew Mwase ' topped races in the 14 and Over 

: group gotShslS0,OOO each. The po­
...,(S",-h",s",-30><;O"".""O-""O""OL-) ----------- :. dium finishers in the lower 8 and 
G:"Zara Mbanga (Shs45O,OOO), : Under age group received medals. 
Tyra Muganzi (Shs150 000l, 

14 and Over Tara Kisawuzi (Shs150 000) 
11-13 Years j Gliders' Tyrah Muganzi (30.61) 
.!..L."-"L."." ........ _____________ : beat an elite field of Zara Mban· 

: ga (Jaguar), Mackayla Ssali, Crys­
Eli"ah A esiga__ : tal Ssemanda O)olphins), and Ka-

,."(S",-hL>!s-""12..,.O"".0<..>O"-"0~),,-,M"-,,a,,,-n'-'Ou,,,,,el,--_____ : ren Mwangi (individual) in the 14 
"",S-",se2Lm!.!!a",-n""d-",-a~(S;u.h""s.u.12""O,-,O",O,,,OlJ.)_____ j & Over girls' SOm fly final. . 
G: Gabriella Opolot : Mbanga led the Som back (33.40) 
"'(S"-h""'s""60"'"0""".""0"""O""O""), ""Ji~na"-n-N-a-k-ato--- r willi f,1uganzi and Mwangi fin-

: ishing second and third respec­
..,,(S<!.Jh""'s1""2""O,""'0Y-OO"")'---_____ : tively ahead of Crystal and Black 
=9-'-1""O'-'Yi..."ears"""-'''--___________ j Panthers' Abigail Kyosiroye. In 
""B,..,: A.."s""h""le"1.v...c:Ki",.·m'-"u""li'--________ c-- : the 100m individual medley (IM), 
(Shs240,OOO), Geremiah : Mbanga (1:12.89) and Muganzi 
""O"'-p""ol""ot""C-<o.S"'"h""S1""2"-Q"'-0""0'""'0""'"),""'A"'us'-t-in--- : (1:14.60) werejoined on the podi-

Wanyama (Shs120 000) : um by Ssali (1:16.27) in a final that 
....,.""-"'""......,,,~.LI>U~"""""'>LJ-_____ : also included Mwangi and Jag-
G: Ava Adams (Shs360.000), j uar's Alexis Akol. 
Blessing Namugga (Shs120 OOQ) : In the SOm breaststroke,Mbanga 
8 and Under j clocked 37.03 to top the age group 
B .... : E""I""'is"-!ha"-'-'.R""uk.",u"..,n""do"'-"'(3!..1g,.,.o""ld!h.),_____ : with Ssali and Muganzi keeping 
Mathew Ssaka (1 gokJJ : on the podium with her. 

J' Tara Kisawuzi made one appear· 
"""-'-': M==ic,,-,ha=e=la,,-,M=w=es~i :>=a~_____ : ance in the gala and cashed in 
gold), HaJwah Kavondo (f gold), : with 27.90 in the 14 and Over girls' 
Vichelle Arinaitwe ago1d) : Som free final ahead of Mbanga 

The December 13-14 Jaguar 
Sprints at Rockwood Swim­
ming Pool served a great end 
to the 2025 inter-club compe­

tition calendar. 
The competition, organised by 

Jaguar Swim pub, brought back 
the "preliminaries and finals" for­
mat that has long been missed in 
domestic swimrnir\g. 

They also stretched some of the 
age groups like the 14 and Over, 
which allowed for some interest­
ing races especially among the 

: and Crystal. But her moment of 
j pride had come-earlier in the pre­
: lims where she clocked a 26.38 
: personal best. 
j For the bOYs,SilverfinAcademy's 
: Larry Graig Feni (26.97) edged 
: Mathew Mwase, Torpedoes duo 
: Jonathan Kaweesa and Kyle Kimu­
: li,plus Black Panthers' Kyle Lugon­
• jointheSomfly. 
: In the SOm back, Mathew (29.10) 
• topped with Feni (30.40) and 001-
: phins'K¥leKiwagama(30.49)com· 
• pleting the podium in a final that 
: also included Kaweesa (31.00) and 

Arthur Mwase (31.23). 
Feni (1:04.71) returned to the 

top of the age group in the 100m 
1M with Arthur, 16, (1:05.57) mar­
ginally beating his older brother 
Ml\thew, 18, to second by 27 micro­
seConds. 

Arthur threatened to keep on the 
podium by finishing 3rd in a Som 
b~trDkeprelimsbutheended 
up 4th (33.43) as Feni (29.9S),Kim­
uli (30.59), and Kaweesa (33.07) 
took the first three positions. 

After a restful morning, Mathew 
came back to top the SOm free fi­
nal (25.33) ahead oHastest qualifi­
er Feni and Kaweesa. 

11-13 Years 
Ozpreys' Gabriella Opolot, 13, 

topped the 11-13 girls' Som fly 
(32.52) finishing ahead of Jag­
uar's Shivon Nagginda (32.78) 
and Aquatic Academy Kampala 
(AAK)'s 11 year old Mushirah Na­
batanzi (33.70). 

Despite being second qualifi­
er behind Shivon in the prelims, 
Gabriella also won the SOm back 
(33.95) with Black Panthers'-oan­
iela Mungud and Dolphins' Jinan 
Nakato finishing second and third 
respectively. 

Gabriella made it three in three 
on Day One of the ga­
la with another win in 
the 100m 1M (1:15.87) 
ahead of Nakato 
(1:16.06) and .UUU.,'L\..L j; 

(1:19.22). 
Gabriella started 

amends for missing the fly po­
dium by winning the Som back 
(32.90) ahead of Manuel (34.15) 
and another Altona swimmer 
Raymond Ssa4 (34.80). Sanford al­
so topped the 100m 1M (1:11.35) 
ahead of Manuel and Ayesiga. 

Ayesiga (36.16) got his first win 
in the Som breaststroke with Ma­
nuel and Barakajoining him on 
the podium. Sanford returned to 
the top of the podium in the SOm 
free (27.10) ahead of Manuel and 
Baraka. 

AyaAdams,ofBlue Whale Aquat­
ic Venture,edged the 9-10 girls in 
the Som fly qualifying for the final 
in 34.91 and edging it in 35.57 sec­
onds ahead of the Gliders' duo Ta­
litha Siima (37.D3) and Sonia Am-
aro(39.48). " 

Adams also topped the som back 
(37.09) withAAK's Husnah Kajum­
bi finishing second ahead ofSiima 

VIsion for Africa had three final­
ists in the Som breaststroke with 
Blessing Namugga (43.33) topping 
the race ahead of Siima and Ad­
ams as Bella Nalunkuma and Sha­
figa Nagginda finishing 4th and 
5th respectively. 

Adams collected her third enve­
lope in the Som free 
ahead of Amaro and 
Namugga 
The boys' Som fly 

dominated by Jag­
Ashley Kimuli 

Sunday by topping ~r~~~~ 
the Som breaststroke 
(37.69) and was joined 
on the podium by Glid­

clocked 35.01 in 
the finals after qual­
ifying with a 36.43. 
His teammate Austin 
Wanyama was second 

ers' Francesca Nazziwa, and Na­
batanzi. Gabriella ensured she 
had a clean sweep of the available 
Shs600,OOO for her age group by 
touching at the same time as free­
style sensation Nakato, 12,in their . 
Soni. free final. 

For the boys, the SOm fly was 
topped by Dolphins' Manuel Sse­
manda who clocked 29.65 in both 
the prelims and finals to finish 
ahead of 13 year old agemate Bar­
aka Oboke from Tumaini Aquat­
ic Academy and Torpedoes' Elijah 
Ayesiga, 12. 

Altona's William Sanford made 

(36.60) ahead ofDolphins' Daniel 
Sebaana (38.27). 

Kimuli made it two in two in the 
Som back (38.45) with Wanyama 
(40.66) edging Ozpreys' Geremiah 
Opolot, 9, to second by just 17 mi­
croseconds. 
Geremiah topped the Som 

breaststroke (42.46) - microsec­
onds ahead of Dolphins' Gabriel 
Isabirye,and Wanyama. 

Wanyama saved best for last to 
cash in but needed a personal best 
33.30 in the SOm free final to edge 
Isabirye and fastest qualifier Kim­
uti. 
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Building Steadily, Peyton Suubi is consistently rising 
through the ranks. PHOTO / DENISE NAMALE 

Swimmers Suubi, 
Kue happy with 
AYG performance 
BY MAKHTUM MUZI.RANSA 

KAMPALA. Peyton Suubi broke 
three national records during the 
swimming competition at the ongo­
ing 4th Africa Youth Games in Luan­
da,Angola 

She competed in five events. First, 
she took partin the girls' lS00mfree­
style final, where she finished 5th 
overall with a new national record 
(NR) of 18:46:08 as the competition 
started on December 12. 

A day later in the 200m free, the 15 
year old posted a persOIiaJ. best (PB) 
of2:22:62 and a time of31.79 in the 
SOm butterflyin the preliminaries of 
both events. 

On December 14, she took part 
in the 200m breaststroke clocking 
2:50.23 in the prelims. That took 
down a 2:51.44 national record set 
by Jamila Lunkuse in 2012 in Ma­
puto. But the new record did not 
stay for long as she lowered it fur­
ther in the night to 2:49.46 in the fi­
nals, where she marginally finished 
fourt}}. . 

Noticeable progress 
Suubi, who swims for Jaguar Swim 

Club, completed her run with a 
10:00.51 NR in the 800m free finals, 
where she finished 7th. That took 
down the 1:01.75 that she managed 
at the Africa Aquatics Junior Cham­
pionships in Egypt in May. 

"I am happy with the 800m free 
NR. Yes, the cut was small by just a 
second but I am still happy. Over­
all, I am happy with how the gala 
has gone; three national records in­
cluding the 200m breaststroke one 
which I made twice," SUubi said. 

Meanwhile, her teammate Isaiah 
Kuc competed in three events and 
got as many personal bests. He post­
ed 56:71 in the 100m free.His 2:06.93 
in the 200m free prelims took him to 
the finals where he posted 2:09:47. 
He also poster 27.37 in the som fly. 

"I believe 1 did really well in my 
events because 1 got PBs and fin­
ished top 10 in all of my events," Kuc, 
who swims at Silverfin Academy, 
said. Ther duo was coached by Olivia 

JNhlwadCla. 
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AFRICA 
YOUTH 
GAMES· 
5 G 
PeytonSuu­
brsresults 
'-1500m free: 
18:46:08 (NR) 
-800m free: 
10:00:51 (NR) 
-200m free: 
2:22:62 (PB) 
-50m fly: 31:7·9 
-200m. 
breaststroke: 
2:49:46 (NR), 
2:50.23 (pre· 
lims) 

Isaiah Kuc's 
-results 
-100m free: 
56:71 (PB) 
-200mfre : 
2:09:47 (PB), 
2:06:93 (pre­
lims) 
·50m fly: 27:37 
(PB) 
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