
The development follows a directive 
by President Museveni on December 5, 
while campaigning in Ntoroko, order­
ing the prime minister to urgently in­
tervene and address the long-standing 
resettlement crisis after residents and 
leaders once again raised the issue. 

On Tuesday, Prime Minister Robinah' 
Nabbanja visited the district and met 
with local leaders and affected commu­
nities, assuring them that the land ac­
quisition process is in its final stages. 

"The government chief valuer has 
completed the valuation and indicated 
that the land will be bought at Shs6.67 
billion. I am asking you to agree with 
~is report so that I can immediately 
see the President and mobilise funds 
to ensure 'ine landowners are paid," Ms 
Nabbanja said. 

She revealed that the Ministry of 
Lands wrote to her on December 1, 
2025, confirming that the identified 
land had been surveyed and valued 
at ShS4 million per acre. She urged 10-
cal leaders and landowners to cooper­
ate and allow the purchase to proceed 
without delays to enable resettlement 
within a month. 

Although ('!'cknowledging delays in 
implementing earlier promises, Ms 
Nabbanja said the President is fully 
aware of the continued flooding in the 

A boy transports his belongings on a raft after flooding in Bweramule Sub-county, Ntoroko District, in 2023 caused 
by the River Semliki bursting its banks. PHOTO/ALEX A~HABA. 

area, adding that the government has 
been responding gradually through re­
lief food, cash support, and emergency 
interventions. 

"One of your health facilities, Rwanga­
ra Health Centre, was completely sub­
merged. There was also a school affect­
ed. We agreed with leaders to priori­
tise rebuilding a health facility, because 
then we had limited funds," she said. 

The prime minister assured residents 
that once the land is purchased, offi­
cials at Ministry of Lands will begin sur­
veying for land titling, and every reset­
tled household will receive a land title, 
enabling families to leave the camps 
permanently. 

"The land titles of those selling to the 
government have been verified and 
found genuine. After buying the land, 
we shall resettle the people and later 
ensure each household gets its own ti­
tle,"Ms Nabbanja added. 

She further directed her office's Per­
manent Secretary to prioritise the re­
construction of flood-affected schools 

in Kanara Sub-county, using disaster 
management funds so that learners 
can study in proper facilities. 

Local leaders welcomed the de­
velopment but some of them have 
urged the government to prioritise 
residents who have endured years 
in displacement camps. . 

Mr William Kasoro, a local leader, 
said 9,365 people remain displaced 
in seven temporary camps,compris­
ing 1,873 households."Our first pri­
ority should be people who have 
stayed in !DP camps since 2019. Lat­
er, government can consider oth­
ers affected. These communities 
from Kayanja II, Kayanja III, Kyam­
pa, Rwakitura, Kanara Town Coun­
cil, and Kanara Sub-county have suf­
fered for years,"Mr Kasoro said. 

"We have lived like refugees in our 
own country for years. Let us hope 
that this time this issue is not polit­
icised for votes, the plan may disap­
pear after election,"Mr AaronAsiim­
we,aresident, said. 
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Severe classroom deficit hits Butebo primary schools 
BY MUDANGHA KOLYANGHA 

BUTEBO. A Severe shortage of class­
rooms in several schools across Butebo 
District is threatening the quality of ed­
ucation and forcing hundreds of pupils 
to learn in overcrowded spaces, or even 
under trees. 

Education officials said several 
schools recorded an increase in enrol­
ment last year. However, the schools 
lack space to accommodate all their 
learners. . 

At several schools, pupil enrolment 
has doubled over the last couple of 
years, yet the number of permanent 
chlssro&mS.ha5 :rer~ai!le.~Melw~. 
lf~~~e~o P~~,t!lH\1JR.~oer 
(DEO),Ms :Josephine Kanyi, said Butebo 

currently has 301 classrooms and yet 
there is a need for 886 classrooms. 

Ms Kanyi said due to space con­
straints, learners are usually over­
crowded in classrooms. 
Teachers also find it hard 
to move around class­
rooms as they con ­
duct lessons and to 
reach out to individ­
uallearners to assess 
whether or not they 
are attentive and doing 
tasks as instructed. 

She said the classroom 
pupil to teacher ratio, which 
is suppoS'tf9. to':\i>.e (1:53 :gQ\¥..~s at 
1:150 and someti~~T~i!;I\§qme 
schools. Butebo District has 31 govern, 

ment-aided primary schools with an 
enrolment of 46,056 pupils. 

"More than 150 pupils are squeezed 
into single classrooms designed for 

half that number. Teachers said 
that the congestion is dis-

rupting lessons and mak-. 
ing it difficult to maintain 
discipline or give individ­
ual attention to learners.» 
When a class has over 100 
pupils, teaching becomes 

crowd control,"Ms Kanyi 
said. s 
She added that several 

schools have submitted requests for 
new c.:t(,l5srQOI!). olp~ l)utm,9.st.remain 
pending due to b~JJ>~~. 

"The need is overwhelming. We have 

schools that require at least three to 
five classrooms urgently,"Ms Kanyi said. 

With the new academic year slated to 
start in February next year, educators 
said the deficit should be handled be­
fore the learners report back to prevent 
further strain on teachers and learners. 

Ms Kanyi said the district also faces 
, teacher shortage. She said there are 554 
teachers, leaving a deficit of 663 teach­
ers. She also expressed concern over a 
shortage of desks in various primary 
school, forcing some learners to sit on 
floors. She said the desk to pupil ratio, 
which is supposed to be 1 :3, is current 
at 1:6. 

This digital inventory 
is going to help us 
prevent encroach­
ment ... and loss of 
government land.", 
- Hellen Amongin 
Aporu, a member of 

Uganda Land Commission 

"Uganda Land Commission is going + 
to digitise all government land and all • 
the records. This is supposed to run in 
16 cities and municipalities in the coun- I 
try and this digital inventory is going 
to help us prevent encroachment, ille-
gal occupation and loss of government 
land,"she said. 

Ms Amongin added: "We want to have 
it digitalised and by just by a click of a 
button, you are able to look at the land 
inventory." 

Mr Ronnie Bahungule, a senior land 
officer at the Commission, said they 
have written to all the 16 cities and mu­
nicipalities where there are high chanc­
es of public land being grabbed. 

"These are pilot projects but later on 
it will be scaled up to cover the entire 
country to effectively manage and pro­
tect government land," Mr Bahungule 
said. 

He said they have historical maps that 
will show government land but also en­
gage opinion leaders and other stake­
holders to support the identification.of 
public land. 

ULC officials also revealed that the ex­
ercise also aims at protecting ecological 
spaces like wos,forest reserves,generat­
ing revenue from government land for 
the benefit of the locals. 

"There are people who have settled 
on railway and road reserves and yet 
most of these properties are supposed 
to benefit the whole public, riot an indi­
vidual,"Mr Bahungule said. 

In Mbale City, close to 85 properties 
are going to be registered including 
Mbale High Cow:;t. 

Mr Cassim Wamboga, the Mbale City 
deputy town clerk, said ULC asked them 
to submit a list of 85 properties that are 

. owned by Mbale District but are within 
thejurisdiction of the city. 

Mbale City Mayor Cassim Namugali, 
welcomed the move and said: "Mbale 
is one QftpeJ;;ities..i.n..Ug,an,da)'lith the 1, 
highest number ofland grabbers target-

. ing governmentland." 


