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against Tunisia, Tanzania and Nigeria, 
the versatile defender finds himself at 
a defining crossroads - one that de­
mands bravery, resolve and belief. For 
Awany, this tournament feels less like 
routine international duty and more 
like a personal reckoning. 

His most immediate challenge is bru­
tally straightforward: breaking into Paul 
Put's preferred central defensive pair­
ing ofElio Caprodossi and Jordan Obita. 
The Romanian-based Caprodossi and 
Scotland's Obita, by pedigree and recent 
minutes, have emerged as the coach's 
trusted axis, making the road to a start­
ing shirt steep and unforgiving. 

Career shock 
Yet Awany's obstacles extend beyond 

the pitch. Hanging over his Afconjour­
ney was the reported threat from his Is­
raeli club,FC Ashdod, allegedly warning 
him against honouring a national team 
call-up. Uganda Cranes media officer 
Paul Mukatabala revealed that the issue 
was part of a wider controversy that al­
so involved Melvyn Lorenzen of Thai­
land's Muangthong United. 

According to Mukatabala, both clubs 
reportedly threatened to terminate 
their players' contracts should they trav­
el for Afcon 2025, despite Fifa directives 
mandating the release of players for in-

Shared Burden. Awany, who has Isaac Muleme riding on his back, must carry 
both ball and beliefwith conviction during Afcon. PHOTO/EDDIE CHICCO 

ternational duty. The psychological toll 
of such pressure is difficult to measure, 
but only Awany knows how deeply it 
cut. For close to a decade, since his break­
out at KCCA under Abdallah Mubiru 
and his rise as one of the most reliable 
domestic defenders during Mike Mute­
bi's reign, Awany symbolised hope. He 
was widely tipped to become the defen­
sive bedrock of the Cranes. Injuries, stiff 
competition and unforeseen setbacks, 
however, have stalled that prophecy, 
with some harshly branding him a de­
fender past his prime. 

Adding to the strain,Awany reportedly 

lost his father, turning Morocco into not 
just a footballing test but an emotion­
al one - a chance to channel grief into 
strength. The competition for defensive 
slots is fierce. Toby Sibbick, Caprodossi 
and Obita bring European experience, 
while Rogers Torach and Hilary Muku­
ndane arrive hungry, buoyed by recent 
strong showings and Put's trust. 

Still, to doubt Awany's fighting spir­
it would be folly. Once christened 'John 
Latigo'by Mutebi, this feels like the mo­
ment to summon that identity. Morocco 
may yet decide whether his story ends 
quietly or is powerfully renewed. 

ginning Of the year, he aeciaed to stop playing it tor one 
reason or another and he opted to try something else: 
golf 

And almost a year later, Sabiiti feels the decision feels 
right. This, after he was crowned as the Uganda Golf Club 
(UGC) Stanbic Mug of Mugs winner at Kitante. 

Playing off handicap 25, Sabiiti beat the field with a 
score of 65 nett on count-back to cap his first overall win in 
the game of swing. 

"I felt so good and humbled that my game can improve 
thus far in a short time," he told this paper. The signs of a 
big win were there though. . 

Open minded 
In November, he was the Group C winner at the Kakira 

Open in Jinja and did the same at the Seniors Open tour­
nament at the UGC earlier this month. 

Such, gave Sabiiti confidence going into the round at the 
par-72 course. "I went for the game open minded and I 
was very confident. My driver was on point that gave me 
long distances,"he explained. 

On a course and day he rated perfect, Sabiiti made five 
pars at the par-5 Hole NO.3, par-4 Hole NO.7, par-3 Hole 
NO.9, par-4 Hole NO.14 and the par-3 Hole No. 17 . 

The icing on Sabiiti cake is that it was baked by his em­
ployers where he serves as the chief executive Stanbic 
Properties. "Being a bank staif,I feel it's a good motivation 
for me to promote our big blue brand to such a level: he 
added. 

For all pointsfi"om Monthly Mug events collected all 
year, Rino Kitimbo and Gloria Mbaguta were crowned as 
the best players at UGC. The Group winners in the ladies 
category were CathyWabomba and Maureen Nasimolo. 

Fangyl 70 nett 
Seniors Winner 
(M): John Paul 
Waigo 68 nett 
Senior Winner 
(l); Rose Azuba 
71 nett 
Guests Winner; 
Nyakobi Kamau 
57 nett 

A: Yunus Nsanja 
Bbaale 70 nett 
B: Isaac Nsere­
ko67nett 
C: Qusai , ~idry 

65ne~ 

DIE 
A: Wabomba 
Cathy 73 nett 
B: Maureen 
Nasimolo 
72 c/b nett 
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November/December CIrcuit 
Overallstand1o&s 
Talons - 19 p""o"-in .... t"'-s __ _ 

Jets --=...1aP""o"'illnt""s'--__ 
~~~ ___ ~~p~oiMnt~s'--__ _ 

Kaumi & Aziku 

KAMPALA. After winning cash 
prizes at the Jaguar Sprints in Bweyo­
gerere last weekend, Tara Kisawuzi 
and William Sanford are pumped up 
to get crucial points for their sides as 
the 5th edition of the Pursuit Swim 
League season climaxes tpday. 

Kisawuzi clocked a new personal 
best (PB) 26.38 in the preliminaries of 

Pursuit: Kisawuzi, Sanford pumped up for final swim 
the 14 and Over girls' 50m freestyle 
event at Jaguar's event, then won the 
final in 27.90 in the midst of rain. 

Flames, which has 10 points in this 
November and December circuit of 
the league, will hope Kisawuzi brings 
her A game to the British School of 
Kampala (BSK Muyenga) pool on fri­
day night to help them secure third 
place as the top two positions are al­
ready between Talons and Jets. 

Sanford's Jets have 18 points -just 
one behind Talons, which had Eli­
jah Wamala ana Elisha Rukundo in 
BweyOgerere. 

Sanford won three races. He qual­
ified for the 11-13 boys' SOm fly fi­
nalin 32.03 then finished 4th with a 

Last Push. Kisawuzi is expected 
to bring her A game to 2025's final 
event. PHOTOjMAKHTUM MUZIRANSA 

31.77 PB. He clocked a 32.28 PB in the 
50m back prelims then won the final 
in 32.90. 

He topped 100m 1M qualification 
with a 1:12.64 and won the final in 
1:11.35. He was a third qualifier in 
the Som breaststroke with a 37.23 
but finished 5th with a 40.31 in the 
finals. He qualifed for the 50m free 
in 27.36 then lowered that to 27.10 to 
win the final. 

Rukundo topped the 8 and Un­
der boys in the 25m butterfly, breast­
stroke, and freestyle events. But this 
evening, he will be involved in som 
races across all styles. 

Wamala's29.32 left him ranked 7th 
in the 14 & Over boys' Som fly. The 

33.17 got him 9th place in the 50m 
back while the 37.96 got him 16th 
place in the 50m breaststroke, and 
the 28.03 ranked 11th in the 50m 
free. He had a 1:12.96 PB in the 100m 
individual medley 

In the same age group, Adam Ka­
tumba was 9th in the 50m fly (30.95), 
7th in 50m back (32.27 PB), 15th in 
100m 1M (1:14.44) and 50m breast­
stroke (37.85 PB), and 16th in 50m 
free (28.72). That performance will 
give Jets even more confidence as 
they hope to upset Talons. 

Colts' Raymon Ssali, also in the 11-
13 age group, was 9th in both the 
Som fly and 100m 1M with a 35.41 
and 1:i2~9S respectively. 
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