The US ambassador
says the kind of data

they require from Ugan-

da will help them assess
the progress toward
realisation of commit-
ments in the new health
agreement.

'BYTONNY ABET

ressure is mounting on the offi- :
cials from the Ugandan govern- :
ment and the United States Em- :
bassy in Kampala to make public :
the bilateral health agreement, signed

between the two parties last week.

The agreement, among other com-

US envoy and govt defend
calth data—sharlng deal

———————

mitments by both parties to improve :

Ugandashealth systemand preventep- :

.idemics, also obligates Uganda to share
its health data with the USA.

This is in addition to the requirement :
for Uganda to allocate more than $500
million (Shs1.7 trillion) over the next :
five years to realise specific commit- :

mentsin the $2.3 billion deal.

This provision on the data-sharing

and local contribution,amid the failure

of the two governments to make the :
agreement public, has increased sus-
picions and privacy concerns &mong :
members of the public and the Opposi-

tion in-Parliament.

While appearing on a KFM radio :

- talk show, the Hot Seat on Wednesday :
evening, the Ambassador of the Unit- :
ed States of America to Uganda, Mr :
William Popp, defended the bilateral :
health agreement and said thereisno :

need for alarm over data sharing.

“So, first of all, this is an agreement :
that is meant to be results-oriented,”

“Mr Popp said.“So, a lot of folks are kind
of asking, Why do you need this data?
~Well, first of all, think national statistics.

Think national aggregated informa- :
tion. Not individual, not personal infor- :

mation, not my status,not if I went to
thedoctor”

The ambassador added that thekind
of data they require will help them as- !
sess the progress toward the realisation :

of commitments in the agreement.
“If 10,000 people are on antiretrovi-

in that area,”he said.

“If the amount of new cases in a par- :
ticular area total is going down, we :

et

& | apart of it, the rest of it is supposed to

Left to right: Health Minister, Dr Jane Ruth Aceng, Finance Minister Matia Kasaija and US Ambassador to Uganda
William Popp after the signing of the bilateral health Mo,U in Kampala on December 10. PHOTO/ GEOFREY MUTUMBA

know that our assistance,both the Unit- :
ed States’assistance and Uganda’s assis- :
tance,ishaving an impact.And that’s al- :
soimportant to know in this memoran- :

dum of understanding (MoU), it’s no

. just the United States investing $1.7bil- -
- lion,it’s Uganda investing almost $600 :
million of new money for that total of

$2.3 billion,”he added.

The MoU, signed by Finance Minister

Matia Kasaija on December 10 on be-

its contribution.
Legislatorsinthedark

the MoU.
“There’s been no parliamentary scru-

tiny. There are concerns about data pro- :
¢ tection,medical dataand soon.Our col- :
leagues in Kenya went to court because :
there was a similar deal signed by the :

Govt position.
“If the requirement is
for us to bring eve-
ry agreement that
government is going
to sign to Parliament,
then we should write
the law and say
so. But otherwise,
government reports to

. Parliament in the manner thatis
half of Uganda, commits the countryto :
put that money (about $600 million) as :

setfin the law,” - Kiryowa Kiwanu-
ka, Attorney General

¢ Kenyan government with the US gov- :
¢ ernment,” he told Parliament on De-

But the job of appropriating money is :
done by Parliament, yet the Leader of :
Opposition in Parliament (LoP), Mr Jo- :
: el Ssenyonyi, said legislators were kept °
: inthedarkinthediscussionsleadingto :
rals in one district, and their rate of in- :
fection is going up, then we know we’re
not doing as much work as we need to :

cember 16.

said we are concerned about data pro-

tection, and court has halted that deal. :
Why is government not keeping us in :
- theloopifitis so good a deal asitisbe- :
: ing portrayed to be? Why do you not :
want parliamentary scrutiny? We get :
. mentstoberealised.
. “Whenyou saythat ofthe $2.3 billion, :
¢ the US government is going toshoulder :

to know what kind of agreement is

this? What is there really so that we are

brought up to speed?”he added.

In response, the Attorney General,

. it.But what I can assure you, right hon-
. ourable Speaker, is that and honoura-
“So citizens went to court, and they
. sign an agreement, and yes, the agree-
ment is in place, and it is within the :

: - nual basis. We will also be going to our

ble colleagues is yes government did

law’headded.

But the LoP even had more concerns
given the requirement for Parliament
to pass the budget for the commit-

be by us. So you have gotten us into that
agreement without us cross-checking,”
hesaid.

“Where is this money going to be
found? Because what that means is we
have to look for the money, we either
borrow as we normally do, even today
we are going to be here borrowing or to
say the tax man collect this much and
that kind of thing,”he said.

“That is why I think it’s prudent that

+ Parliament is not at the tail end because
¢ we are always here planning together,
: budgeting together because of that fis-
£« . calobligation on us as a country,and it

. - beginsherehe added.

Mr Thomas Tayebwa, the Deputy

. Speaker of Parliament, who was chair-
. ing the plenary, said the matter would
: be handled by the Parliamentary
i Health Committee.

“The sectoral committee on health

¢ will be looking at these huge sums of
: money that would be required and,
: in the process, get to study this agree-
 ment hesaid.

Asked on KFM why they have not

- made the agreement public, Popp said:
: - “Well, it’s a government-to-government
: Kiryowa Kiwanuka, said they will fol- :
. low procedures if Parliament wants to
: know the content of the agreement.

¢ “If the requirement is for us to bring :
: every agreement that government is
. going to sign to Parliament, then we :
: should write the law and say so. But :
: otherwise, government reports to Par-
: liamentin the manner thatis setin the :
. law’hesaid. :
: “Every committee interacts with the :
¢ government agency, and when that :
i time comes, when we are called upon
toreport on health, we shall reporton :
¢ ernment to coordinate with the Ugan-

agreement, so again, decisions can be

- made about how much is publicised in
: terms of details”

“But I would just come back on the da-

- taagreement. To be very, very clear, this

is not personal information. There’s a
lot of misinformation out there that is

- claiming, Oh, it’s personally identifiable

information,”he added.

On whether the US government con-
sidered Parliament scrutiny as impor-
tant, given their promotion of democ-
racy, Mr Popp said: “This is for the Min-
istry of Finance and the Ugandan gov-

dan Parliament, of course.”

“But these are also planning figures.So
just like in the US, when we commit to
this amount of money; this is on an an-

Congress, notifying them of this execu-
tive commitment. And then that mon-
ey will have to be appropriated by the

: Congress,and I am sure that’s very sim-

ilar to how it will be here in Uganda..”
headded.
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