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The US ambassador 
says the kind of data 
they require from Ugan­
da will help them assess 
the progress toward 
realisation of commit­
ments in the new health 
agreement. 

US envoy and govt defend 
health data-sharing deal 

BY TONNY ABET 

Pressure is mounting on the offi-
. cials from the Ugandan govern-

ment and the United States Em­
bassy in Kampala to make public 

the bilateral health agreement, signed 
between the two parties last week. 

The agreement, among other com­
mitments by both parties to improve 
Uganda's health system and prevent ep­

. idemics, also obligates Uganda to share 
its health data with the USA. 

This is in addition to the requirement 
for Uganda to allocate more than $500 
million (ShS1.7 trillion) over the next 
five years to realise specific commit­
ments in the $2.3 billion deal. 

This provision on the data-sharing 
and local contnbution,amid the failure 
of the two governments to make the 
agreement public, has increased sus­
picions and privacy concerns among Left to right: Health Minister, Dr Jane Ruth Aceng, Finance Minister Matia Kasaija and US Ambassador to Uganda 
m,embers of the public and the Opposi-' William Popp after the signing of the bilateral health MoU in Kampala on December 10. PHOTO/ GEOFREY MUTUMBA 
tion in·Parliament. ' 

While appearing on a KFM radio know that our assistance, both the Unit- Govt position. 
....talk show, the Hot Seat on Wednesday ed States'assistance and Uganda's assis- "If the requirement is 
evening, the Ambassador of the Unit- tance,is having an impact.And that's al- for us to bring eve-
ed States of America to Uganda, Mr soimportanttoknowinthismemoran- ry agreement that 
William Popp, defended the bilateral j dum of understanding (MoU), it's not government is going 
health agreement and said there is no : just the United States investing $1.7· bil- to sign to Parliament, 
need for alarm over data sharing. ; lion, it's Uganda investing almost $600 then we should write 

"So, first of all, this is an agreement : million of new money for that total of the law and say 
that is meant to be results-oriented,~ ; $2.3 billion,"he added. so. But otherwise, 

-Mr Popp said. "So, a lot offolks are kind The MoU, signed by Finance Minister government reports t9 
of asking, Why do you need this data? Matia Kasaija on December 10 on be- Parliament in the manner thaf is 

Weli,first of all, think national statistics. half ofUganda, commits the country to seifin the law; - Kiryowa Kiwanu­
Think national aggregated informa- put that money (about $600 million) as ka, Attorney General 
tion. Not individual, not personal infor- its contnbution. 
mation, not my status, not if I went to 
the doctor.~ 

The ambassador added that the kind . 
of data they require will help them as- j 

sess the progress toward the realisation 
of commitments in the agreement. 
"If 10,000 people are on antiretrovi­

rals in one district, and their rate of in- . 
fection is going up, then we know we're : 
not doing as much work as we need to 
in that area,"he said. 

"If the amo\lllt of new cases in a par­
ticular 'area total is going down, we 

Legislators in the dark 
But thejob of appropriating money is 

done by Parliament, yet the Leader of 
Opposition in Parliament (loP), Mr Jo­
el Ssenyonyi, said legislators were kept 
in the dark in the discussions leading to 
theMoU. 

"There's been no parliamentary scru­
tiny.There are concerns about data pro­
tection,medical data and so on. Our col­
leagues in Kenya went to court because. 
there was a similar deal signed by the 

Kenyan government with the US gov­
ernment," he told Parliament on De­
cember16. 

"So citizens went to court, and they 
said we are concerned about data pro­
tection, and court has halted that deal. 
Why is government not keeping us in 
the loop ifit is so good a deal as it is be­
ing portrayed to be? Why do you not 
want parliamentary scrutiny? We get 
to know what kind of agreement is 
this? What is there really so that we are 
brought up to speed?~he added. 

In response, the Attorney General, 
Kiryowa Kiwanuka, said they will fol­
low procedures if Parliament wants to 
know the content of the agreement. 
"If the requirement is for us to bring 

every agreement that government is 
going to sign to Parliament, then we 
should write the law and say so. But 
otherwise, government reports to Par­
liament in the manner that is set in the 
law,"he said. 

"Every committee interacts with the 
government agency, and when that 
time comes, when we are called upon 
to report on health, we shall report on 
it. But what I can assure you, right hon­
ourable Speaker, is that and honoura­
ble colleagues is yes government did 
sign an agreement, and yes, the agree­
ment is in place, and it is within the 
law,"he added. 

But the loP even had more concerns 
given the requirement for Parliament 
to pass the budget for the commit­
ments to be realised. 

"When you say that of the $2.3 billion, 
the US governrnentis going to shoulder 

a part of it, the rest of it is supposed to 
be by us. So you have gotten us into that 
agreement without us cross-checking," 
he said. 

"Where is this money going to be 
found? Because what that means is we 
have to look for the money, we either 
borrow as we normally do, even today 
we are going to be here borrowing or to 
say the tax man collect this. much and 
that kind ofthing,~he said. 

"That is why I think it's prudent that 
Parliament is not at the tail end because 
we are always here planning together, 
budgeting together because of that fis­
cal obligation on us as a country, and it 
begins here,"he added. 

Mr Thomas Tayebwa, the Deputy 
Speaker of Parliament, who was chair­
ing the plenary, said the matter would 
be handled by the Parliamentary 
Health Committee. 

"The sectoral committee on health 
will be looking at these huge sums of 
money that would be required and, 
in the process, get to study this agree­
ment,~hesaid. 

Asked on KFM why they have not 
made the agreement public, Popp said: 
"Weli,it's a government-to-government 
agreement, so again, decisions can be 
made about how much is publicised in 
terms of details.~ 

"But I wouldjust come back on the da­
ta agreement. To be very, very clear, this 
is not personal information. There's a 
lot of misinformation out there that is 
claiming, Oh,it's personally identifiable 
information,"he added. 

On whether the US goverrufient con­
sidered Parliament scrutiny as impor­
tant, given their promotion of democ­
racy, Mr Popp saId: "This is for the ¥in­
istry of Finance and the Ugandan gov­
ernment to coordinate with the Ugan­
dan Parliament, of course.~ 

"But these are also planning figures. So 
just like in the US, when we commit to 
this amount of money, this is on an an­
nual basis. We will also be going to our 
Congress, notifying them of this execu­
tive commitment. And then that mon­
ey will have to be appropriated by the 
Congress, and I am sure that's very sim­
ilar to how it will be here in Uganda .. : 
he added. 
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BY JANE NAFULA 

KAMPALA. The Archbishop of the 
Church 'of Uganda, the Most Rev Ste­
phen Samuel Kaziimba Mugalu, has 
called on Ugandans to embrace peace, 
unity, and restraint during the festive 
season and ahead of the 2026 General 
Elections. 

Delivering his Christmas message 
from his residence in Namirembe, 
Kampala, yesterday, Archbishop Ka­
ziimba UJ.--ged Ugandans to emulate Je­
sus ~t, whom he described as the 
Prince of Peace, amid growing political 
tensions. 

"As we approach Christmas Day 
and the close of the year,I remind the 
Church of Uganda of our theme for the 
coming year: Christ for Unity, Stabili­
ty,..and Peace (Ephesians 2:14-17),"the 
archbishop said . . 

"In a world marked by division and 
unrest, Christ alone brings reconcilia-

Be peaceful during festive season, Archbishop Kaziimba. 
tion,stabilit'b and hope,~ he added. 

LookIDg ahead to the January 15,2026 
-elections, Archbishop Kaziimba called 
upon political actors, security agencies, 
and citizens to commit themselves to 
peaceful,free,and fair polls. 

"We strongly condemn all forms 
of brutality and violence, especially 
against unarmed citizens,"he said, add­
ing that security agencies are mandat­
ed to protect life and human dignity, 
not violate them. 

He also emphasised that dialogue, tol­
erance, and mutual respect must guide 
political engagement to ensure a peace- . 
ful and credIble electoral process. 

"Uganda belongs to all of us, and 
peace is our shared responsibility," he 
added. 

The archbishop further raised con­
cern over environmental degradation, . 

PUBLIC OUTCRY. 

Kaziimba's call comes days after 
members of the clergy were 
criticis~d for not condemning 
brutality meted out against 
Opposition supporters ahead of 
the 2026 polls_ 

In an interview with NTV­
Uganda, a sister station to 
thispubtjcation, last week, 

_ Canon Augustine Magala 
Musiwuufu, a fonner dean ofSt 
Paul's Cathedral, Namirembe, 
criticised clerics for what he 
tanned as silence at a time when 

. moral clarity was most needed. 

warning that the destruction offorests, 
wetlands, and fragile ecosystems con­
tinues to expose communities to disas­
ters such as floods and landslides. 

He warned Ugandans to treat envi­
ronmental conservation as a moral and 
spiritual obligation. 

"Caring for creation is not optional; it 
is our God-given responsibility;"he said. 
Highlighting the Church's humanitar­

ian role, Archbishop Kaziimba said the 
Church of Uganda is standing in soli­
darity with communities affected by 
disasters,including victims of the dead­
ly landslides in the Sebei Sub-region. 

He revealed that the Church, through 
its Directorate of Household and Com­

.munity Transformation (HCT) and 
with support from ACT Alliance, 
launched an emergency response . 

Kween, and Kapchorwa districts, with 
a budget of $149,000 (Shs532 million). 
Beneficiaries are receiving food sup­
plies, including maize flour, beans, 
cooking oil, rice, sugar, and soya por­
ridge for children: 

The archbishop also said the Church 
is supporting refugees, disclosing that "It 

in May 2025: the Church dispatched 
relief items to Nakivale Refugee Set­
tlement in Isingiro Districtto support 
those fleeing conflict in the DR Congo, 
Rwanda and Burundi. 

Uganda currently hosts about two 
million refugees. 

The archbishop asked believers to ex­
tend compassion to the n~ and pray 
for national healing, peace, and trans­
formation. 

targeting 800 households in Bukwo, ; jnafula®Ug.nationmedia.com 
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