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Editorial 

QUOTE OF 
THE DAY 

President Museveni: "I have been hearing [Robert} Kyagulanyi say that security officers are small in numbers and 
rioters are.many. Please don't listen to him because every soldier has 120 butlets. So if you say rioters are many, first count 
the bullets of the soldiers before talking about .numbers ... whoever tries shall face regret." 

EDITORIAL 

Consult widely before 
enacting fertility law 

Daily Monitor on Thursday published a story about 
ongoing efforts to quicken the establishment of 
a fertility treatment law, also known as human­
assisted reproductive technology,in Uganda 

Dr Richard Mugahi, the commissioner for child and mater­
nal health-at the Ministry ofHealth,said the plans were in ad­
~anced stages to put this law in place. He said the Bill looks 
at "subsidising treatment costs, regulating surrogacy and.hu­
man cell storage". 

The Bill is important given the high infertility rate in the 
country, with the ministry saying between 10 and 15 percent 

. of couples in Uganda cannot have children due to infertility. 
Some of these couples have been opting for assisted reproduc­
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tive technologies like In Vitro Fertilisa­
tion (IVF), or artificial insemination. 

CUrrently,people pay upwards ofShs40 
million to access technologies like IVF, 
an amount which many Ugandans may 
not afford. But this concemabout cost 
should not be blind to the cost of estab­
lishing such technologies, especially for 
private facilities that are the main pro-
viders. . 

The draft Bill, in 2024, attracted mixed 
reactions, given some suggestions from 
soma experts that technologies like IVF 
should only be accessed by couples, not 
singles. 

There have also been concerns about 
how surrogates should be compensat­
ed, where some surrogates are being un­
derpaid and are provided insufficient in-
formation before signing the agreement, 
partly because of the lack of regulatory 
oversight 

Dr Robert Busingye, a senior consult­
ant obstetrician/gynaecologist at Mula­
go Specialised Women's and Neonatal 
Hospital, in his submission to MPs last 

Cartoon. The CAF Africa Cup of Nations (Afcon) gets under way on Sunday in Morocco from December 21 to 

January 18, 2026. 
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Uganda needs to abide by 
universal human rights laws 

S
omewhere in Gulu City, 16-year-
old Leon Jofllua Otim succumbed 
to injuries ne sustained after being 
attacked by criminal gangs at Awere 

Sports Ground in Bar-Dege-Layibi Division in 
Gulu City last week 

This is not foreign inter­
ference, but rather hol­
ding a member state ac-

preparing for presidential and parliamenta­
ry polls on January 15. 

"It is deeply regrettable that election cam­
paigns have once again been marked by 
widespread'arbitrary arrests, detentions and 
use of unnecessary arrests or disproportion-

I 

year, stres$ed the need for reasonable compensation due to 
the physical and emotional toll of surrogacy. 

He said surrogacy involves significant challenges and a "sur­
rogate needs to be reasonably compensated for carrying the 
pregnancy; dealing with possible health complications, and 
undergoing procedures,like caesarean sections". 

Otim was attending a campaign rally for the 
National Unity Platform (NUP) presidential 
candidate Robert Kyagulanyi,alias Bobi Wine, 
when he was hit on the head with a blunt ob­
ject. 

countable. ' . ate force against the Opposition, as well as t 
undue restriction of press freedom,"Mr Turk 
said in a statement 

These concerns need to be thoroughly addressed and har­
monisecj.And this should be done with speed to address the 
loopholes in access to the services. 

The Bill, according to the legislator behind, Sarah Opendi. is 
meant to "p!Qtect persons seeking the human assisted repro­
ductivetechnology services,providers of the services and chil­
dren born through human assisted reproductive technology". 

Ms Opendi tabled this Bill in October 2023, meaning close to 
two years have passed, and this important Bill hasn't yet be­
come law. 

Human-assisted reproductive technology is currently oper­
ating in a legal vacuum with unregulated private agreements, 
leaving participants vulnerable. Lawmakers need to consult 
widely so that the concerns of all the stakeholders are cap­
tured.And this should be done soon. 

Our COIInmlltment to you 
We pledge: 
• To be accurate and fair in ai~we do. 
• To be respectful to all in our pursuit of the truth. 
• To refuse to accept any compensation beyond that 

provided by Monitor Publications Ltd. for what we do in • 
our news gathering and decision-making. . 

Further, we ask that we be informed whenever you feel 
that we have fallen short in our attempt to keep these 
commitments. 

This came a few days after 33-year-old Me- . 
shach Okello was shot dead on November 28 
as Bobi Wine left Iganga District, where he 
hadjust finished addressing a campaign ral­
ly at the Railway Grounds. 

These violate Articles 3 and 1 of the Univer­
sal Declaration ofHuman Rights, which guar­
antee liberty, security, freedom, equality, dig-
nity,and rights to all people. . 

Music producer and Bobi Wine supporter 
Daniel BrennyOyerwot,commonly known as 
Sir Dan Magic, was left nursing head injuries 
at the Gulu incident 

Mid this year, Edward Ssebuwufu, also 
known as Eddy Mutwe, a long-time civilian 
bodyguard of Bobi Wine, was abducted and 
tortured in the infamous 'basemenfincident 
before being produced in court days later. 

These atrocious human denigrating acts are 
patterns ofgross,cruelmistreatment,and tor­
ture which violate Article 5 of the Universal 
Declaration ofHumanRights. 

catholic priest,Fr Deusdedit Ssekabira,and 
political activist Sam Mugumya are part of 
the statistics of the rampant enforced disap­
pearances. 

Amid all these violations, institutions man­
dated with enforcing human rights stand­
ards seem not to be doing enough. 

To my dismay, Ms Mariam Wangadya, the 
chairperson of the Uganda Human Rights 
Commission (UHRC), was recently quoted as 
acknowledging that they might not be doing , 
enough when it comes to strongly condemn­
ing atrocities committed by security.forces 
against civilians. 

"We don't go deep enough the way we do 
when condemning acts of violence against 
civilians. I must confess that this is out of 
fear," she said, according to The Observ~ at 
ajoint press briefing at the UHRC headquar­
ters ahead of this year's International Human 
Rights Day commemorations. 

It's now close to three years since the Gov­
ef:9.Illent of Uganda terminated the opera­
tions of the United Nations High Commis­
sioner for Human Rights (OHCHR), forcing 
the agency to leave the country. 

However,OHCHR has cautioned Uganda to 
observe and protect human rights for all. On 
December 3, OHRC executive director Yolk . 
Turk deplored the escalating human rights 
violations and crackdown on the freedom 
and rights to dissent at a time the country is 
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The hundreds of victims of these human 
rights violations were exercising their right to 
dissent as enshrined iD the 1995 Constitution 
under Articles 29 and 38. 

Article 29 guarantees the freedom of con­
science,expression and assembly under a reg­
istered political party or association. while 
Article 38 protects citizens' right to partic­
ipate in all government affairs as a cardinal 
principle of any democracy. . 

The continued crackdown of dissenting 
voices and Opposition not only violates the 
Constitution. but the African Charter on Hu­
man and Peoples' Rights, and the African 
Charter on Democracy, Elections and Good 
Governance. 

Failure to fulfil these international commit­
ments and resolutions attracts the world's 
human rights bodies. This is not foreign inter­
ference, but rather holding a member state 
accountable to shared common values and 
principles. .. It 

I welcome Mr Tui'k's remarks, but also im­
plore Ugandan human rights institutions to 
do their work.Security agencies must hold ac­
countable those officers found violating the 
law, and victims must be compensated. 
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