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:-.Adjumani steps up efforts 
to restore degraded forests 

Women detained 
over cutting off 
husband~s genitals 
BY MOSES MUTAKA 

Reports show Uganda 
lost nearly 50 percent 
of its forest cover be­
tween the 1950s and 
1990s, followed by 
another 10 percent loss 
in the 2000s. 

BY MARKO-TAlBOT 

~ A djumani, a district grappling 
with the loss of its forest cov· 
er and effects of climate change, 
will host the national celebra-

tions to mark World Environment Day 
nextyeru: 

Mr Tony Acidria, the senior environ­
ment awareness officer at the National 
Environment Management Authority 
(Nema), last week said Nema adopted 
a rotational hosting model in 2023 to 
ensure all regions of the country have 
an opportunity to showcase local en­
vironmental challenges and innova-

~-..::--:' tions. 

- "We have been to the eastern region 
. around Mt Elgon, the central region, 

. and recently to the Kigezi Sub-region. 
This time, we specifically targeted Ad­
jumani because of the. refugee pres-

- ~ ence in the district and the environ­
mental impacts associated with host­
ing large populations,~ he said last 
Tuesday. 

Mr Acidria added that Uganda's en­
vironmental indicators are at a crisis 
point. 

"At the national level, if you look at 
the environmental curve, 1 would say 
we have moved from a slownward 

- trendtoaflatone,~hesaid. 
Mr Acidria said Uganda lost nearly 50 

percent of its forest cover between the 
1950S and 1990s,followed by another 
10 percent loss in the 2000s. Only m re­
cent years has the country recorded a 
modest 2 percent increase in forest cav­
er due to efforts to reclaim the deforest­
edareas. 

A similar pattern exists for wetlands 
where almost 60 percent have been de­
stroyed over several decades. Recent 
restoration efforts have led to a small 
recovery of approximately 2 percent. -

"That slight increase is important, 
but it cannot erase the massive loss 
of forests and wetlands over the last 
half century. These challenges remain 

A man loads charcoal onto a truck in /tirikwa Sub-county, Adjumani District last year. PHOTO/MARKO TAlBOT 

countrywide,"Mr Acidria added. : 
Local data from Adjurnani's forestry ~ 

department paints an even grimmer : 
picture. ~ 

Mr Francis Ojja,Adjuman District for- : 
est officer, said charcoal production re- ; 
mains the biggest driver of forest deg­
radation. 
In the last decade alone,he said, more 

than 2,000 acres of private natural for­
ests have been cleared. 

"Between 2011 and 2016, we lost 
500.8 acres.Between2019 and 2023, an­
other 688.5 acres were destroyed. If we 
fail to regulate charcoal production, we 
are projecting a loss of more than 8,000 
acres by the end of this year," Mr Ojja 
warned. 

He added that charcoal production 
in the district has surged drastically. 
From 2,448 metric tonnes produced 
between 2011 and 2016, equivalent 
to more than 20,000 bags, the volume 
rose to 3,060 metric tonnes between 
2019 and 2023. 

"Shockingly, 70 percent of this char­
coal is transported outside the district, 
indicating a commercial-scale opera­
tion beyond local household use,"Mr 
Ojjaadded. 

While enforcement has been 

/ 

NATIONAL EFFORTS 

Despite the worrying trends, 
Uganda is making progress. The 
National State of Environment 
Report 2024 shows that forest 
cover has risen from 9 percent 
in 2015 to 12.7 percent. Plan' 
tation forests have more than 
trippled in size, from 32,225 
hectares to 107,608 hectares, 
iiupported by increased tree 
planting on reserves and pri­
vateland. 

ronment Day 2026 will help spotlight 
Adjumani's ecological struggles. 

Mr Williams Amanzuru, the team 
leader of Friends of Zoka, said the 
event offers a vital platform to draw 
national attention to the degradation 
of Zoka Central Forest Reserve and the 
rampant illegal charcoal trade. 

"This is an opportunity to raise great­
er awareness of the depletion ofZoka 
and the massive illegal charcoal trade 
ravaging our district every da)(he said. 

Mr Arnanzuru urged communities to 
adopt conservation habits, including 
reducing waste, saving water and ener­
gy, choosing sustainable transport and 
planting trees. 

He also emphasised that long-term 
strengthened, the Adjumani District t ecological health depends on sus­
forest officer said there are loopholes \ tained action and strong political will. 
in the law. f Mr Wilbert Ikilai, the manager for en-

"There is a need for a district ordi- : vironmental education and advocacy 
nance to reinforce the National Tree ~ atNema,said:"Theregionisexperienc­
Planting Act, which does not clearly de- t ing increased heat waves, prolonged 
fine operations on private forests,~Mr : drought,unreliablerainfull,floods,and 
Ojjasaid. ; declining air andwaterquality.Ifwe do 

In response, the district, together : not take action, we shall all suffer the 
with various partners, has launched a : consequences, whether through dis­
tree-planting campaign to help restore ~ ease, malnutrition, or lack of clean and 
loSt vegetation. t sufficient water,~he said. 

Activists said hosting the World Envi- \ 

BUYENDE. Police in Buyende are inves­
tigating a case in which two women alleg­
edly chopped off parts of their husband's 
genitals. 

The incident reportedly occurred during 
a domestic dispute in Butayunjwa B VII­
lage,Buyanja Sub-County. The man was al­
legedly attacked by his two wives, aged 44 
and 51, who are both residents ofBuyanja 
Sub-county. 

Speaking at Kidera Health Centre Iv, 
where he is receiving treatment, the man 
said the assault followed accusations of in­
fidelity. 

Man narrated incident 
"This was a calculated move by my wives. 

They put aside their differences and at­
tacked me, accusing me of cheating on 
them," he said, adding that the suspects 
used a sharp object, causing severe injuries 
and heavy bleeding. 

He admitted to an extramarital affair but 
said he was shocked by the severity of the 
attack. 

He also criticised his 51-year-old wife, say­
ing he had married her out of sympathy af­
ter meeting her at a bar, a decision he now 
deeply regrets. 

Medical staff at Kidera Health Centre IV 
said the man's injuries did not cause per­
manent nerve damage, and that the victim 
is responding well, with a full recovery ex­
pected. 
. Despite the attack,he said he hopes to rec­

oncile with his wives for the sake of their 
11 children. "We have lived together for 
many Ye<U"S, and I cannot raise the children 
alone,~he said. 

Busoga North Police spokesperson Sam­
sonLubega said both women have been ar­
rested to aid the investigations. 

Previous cases 
On June 6,2025, a 40-year-old woman al­

legedly mutilated her 60-year-old hus­
band's genitals after discovering he had a 
child outside theirrelationSrup. 

On February 18,2025, Kevin Nabirye cut 
off her husband's genitals over alleged in­
fidelity after 10 years of marriage and was 
later sentenced to 20 years for attempted 
murder. 

On June 10,2024, Susan Namuganza cut 
off her husband's genitals in Kamuli Dis­
trict.She is serving a 15-year sentence. 
In 2022, a woman allegedly chopped off 

. her husband's genitals in Buyende District. 
The couple has since reconciled. 

editorial@ug.nationmedia.com 
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BY MALIK FAHADJJINGO 

MASAKA. The Departed Asian Prop­
erties CUstodian Board (DAPCB) has in­
itiated a verification exercise for more 
than 200 claimants of properties left be­
hind by Asians expelled from Uganda 
52 years ago. 

The exercise follows the expiry of a six­
~_ - month ultimatum given to purported 

owners of all properties left by expelled 
Asians to prove their ownership. 

Mr George William Bizibu, the execu­
tive secretary of DAPCB, said after the 
verification exercise, the board will de­
cide what to do with the unclaimed 
properties. Options include auctioning 
unclaimed properties. 

"We are now doing internal and ex-

Govt starts verifying claimants of departed Asians'property 
ternal verifications on the 
claims we received, our ex­
ercise is likely to take us a 
few months, and we are 
expecting that by March 
next year we shall be 
done and the board will 
present a report of its find­
ings," he said during a tele­
phone interview last week. 

The move follows a statutory 
notice issued by the Ministry ofFinance, 
Planning, and Economic Development 
instructing DAPCB to invite claimants 
of the properties to start the process of 
repossession. 

Records show that more 
than 20,600 properties 
across the country were 
left behind py the depart­
ed Asians and these are 
some of the properties 
that are being claimed by 

individuals who present-
ed their documentations to 

the board for verification. 
Some of the properties are 

spread in major urban centres such as 
Jinja,Masaka, Kamuli, Soroti, Arua, and 
Iganga, among other areas. In Masaka 
City,for example,about 70 properties in­
cluding on Elgin and Victoria roads are 

being claimed. 
A 2021 parliamentary Committee on 

Commissions, Statutory Authorities 
and State Enterprises (Cosase) report 
showed that several individuals had 
fraudulently acquired properties of the 
departed Asians. 
In the same year, Cosase set up inves­

tigations into transactions where peo­
ple obtained forged powers of attorney 
to transfer the departed Asians'proper­
ties and other individuals had resorted 
to district land boards to illegally obtain 
the properties. 

HoweveI; Mr Noor Njuki Mbabaali, the 
publicity secretary ofMasaka City Land-

lords and Property Owners Forum, in­
sisted that many of their members ob­
tained the properties legally. 
"In my view, it wasn't necessary to 

make another verification, some of the 
leases forthose properties had expire~ 
and people went ahead and renewed 
them and are legally occupying them,~ 
he said 

DAPCB that manages all assets left be­
hind by more than 50,000 Asians who 
were expelled by former presid~t ldi 
Amin Dada in August 1972,issued a di­
rective in April this year to all claimants 
of these properties to undergo verifica· 
tion. 


