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SEMBABUlE ELDERS AP.pEA~ TO YOUTH TO GUARD PEACE 
,~.'f. .. ~~~~~~~~.~~.~~.~~.~ ...... ..... .. ......... . 

Senior citizens in Sembabule district 
have appealed to the youth to protect 
the ~ace before, during and after the 
2026 general election, warning them 
against 'being used by politicians to 
foment violence and insecurity. 

They urged young people to value 
stability as a foundation' for personal 
development and national progress. 

The elders delivered the message 
during a Youth Wake-up Mobilisation 
and h;coURtability Rrally organised 
by youth · and children affairs state 
minister Balaam Barugahara at 
Rwebitakuri playground on Sunday. . 

RESIDENTS 
Residents claimed they had 
not benefited from Parish 
Development Model (PDM) 
funds. In response, youth 
and children affairs state 
minister Balaam Barugahara 
demanded accountability 
from district technocrats. 

Sembabule district 
community development 
officer Twaha Musoke said the 
district had received sh12b 
under PDM, with Rwebitakuri 
Central parish allocated 
sh1.75b for 1,750 people. 

Nathan Kakuba, one of the district's 
respected senior citizens, cautioned 
the youth against trading peace for 
short-term political excitement, noting 
that it is young people who suffer most 
when conflict erupts. He urged them 
to use the prevailing stability to work . 
hard and improve their livelihoods. 

L-R: Kirumira, Barugahara, Musherure, Kawooya and the NRM flag-bearer for the position of 
Sembabule district Woman MP Florence Nambazllra during the rally in Sembabule district on Sunday 

After beneficiary lists were 
read out, it emerged that 
funds had been disbursed, 
but communication gaps 

"Your future is at stake. Do not 
allow anyone to manipulate you into 
causing chaos," ·Kakuba said, citing 
countries such as libya, where peace 
was lost and communities plunged 
into prolonged suffering. 

He added that Uganda's stability is so 
valued that people from neighbouring 
countries cross borders daily in search 
of safety. 

Another elder, Mohammed Mbabali 
from Kabaale sub-county, recalled 
periods of instability in Uganda's 
past, when communities lived in fear 
of roadblocks, robberies and abuse 
by armed men. He contrasted that 

era with the current situation, which 
he said has enabled people to farm, 
trade freely and live dignified lives. 

Mbabali also blamed youth 
unemployment and reluctance 
to engage in productive work 
for making some ' young people 
vulnerable to political manipulation. 
He urged parents to guide their 
children towards diSCipline and hard 
work as a safeguard against violence. 

Residents who spoke at the 
rally echoed the elders' message, 
noting that peace and security have . 
expanded opportunities, especially for 
women and enabled free movement 
of people and goods across districts. 
They warned that reckless political ' 
choices could reverse these gains and 

BEMEEN THE UN£S 
o The rally was also marked 
by political mobilisation, with 
leaders reafflrmlnCJ support 
for the rullnCJ National 
Resistance Movement. 

stall development. 
Siraje, Matovu encouraged 

young people to acquire practical 
skills, arguing that limited formal 
employment opportunities worldwide 
make self-employment and 
innovation increasingly important. 
He urged them to take advantage 
of government programmes such as 
Emyooga and the Parish Development 

Model (PDM) to create livelihoods. 
Barugahara told the gathering that 

his visit was aimed at following llP on 
government programmes, including 
PDM, Emyooga and the Youth 
livelihood Programme. : 

He clarified that PDM targets 
households at subsistence level and is 
not intended for salaried workers or 
the wealthy. . 

The meeting was attended by the 
Minister of State for Health (General 
Duties) and MP for Mawogola West, 
Anifa Kawooya; the MP for Mawogola 
North, Shartsi Musherure Kutesa 
and the chief National Resistance 
Movement mobiliser for Greater 
Masaka, Grace Namara Kirumira, 
among other leaders. 

had fuelled perceptions 
of exclusion. The minister 
directed district officials to 
organise community barazas 
and intensify sensitisation on 
programme access. 

Some residents shared 
mixed experiences. John 
Ndyanabo said he received 
sh970,000 in April, which 
he invested in fertilisers and 
bean farming, harvesting 
more than 5.o0kg. Others 
raised allegations of extortion 
by local officials and cited 
drug abuse among youth 
as a barrier to effective 
partiCipation in government 
programmes. 
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Civil society organisations 
(CSOs) under the Social 
Protection Platform Uganda 
(S.PPU) have commended the 
National Resistance Movement 
government for ratifying the 
African Union Protocol on the 
Rights of Citizens to Social 

Civil society organisations laud golA over African Union protocol on s~cial security 

~ - Security and Social Protection. 
They described the move as a 

historic milestone in advancing 
s ocial justice and inclusive 
development. 

Addressing a press conference 
, in Kampala on Thursday, at 

ADD International's head 
office in Kamwokya, SPPU 
leaders said the ratification 
affirms social protection and 
social security as fundamental 
human rights and reinforces 

,Uganda's commitment to 
safeguarding the welfare of its 
citizens, particularly the most 
vulnerable. 

"The ratification of this 
protocol is a progressive 

..and visionary step by the 
Government of Uganda," 
Frederick Ouma Bwire, the 
chairperson of SPPU, said. 
"It demonstrates Uganda's 
commitment to the African 
spirit of solidarity and to 

building resilient communities 
through comprehensive social 
protection systems." 

Bwire noted that CSOs 
have for years worked closely 
with the Government, local 
authorities, cultural and 
religious leaders, and other 
stakeholders to advocate the 
ratification of regional and 
international instruments that 
promote citizens' rights. 

He said the African Union 
protocol provides a strong legal 
and normative framework that 
obligates states to ensure access 
to social security and social 

Left to right: Muka_sa, Ssanyu, Bwire and Akampurira addressing a press conference 
at ADD International's head office in Kamwokya, Kampala, on Thursday 

protection for all. . sh25,OOO to sh35,OOO and also 
The other SPPU members , reducing the eligibility age from 

who presented at the press 80 to 65 years. 
conferepce included Rebecca "This law (African Union 
Ssanyu, a social protection protocol on social protection), 
subject matter expert, SPPU co- after being domesticated, will 
ordinator Daphine Akampurira enable us to advocate for more 
and Kezia Mukasa, a co- resources," Bwire said. 
ordinator for the Grandmothers The CSOs said the protocol 
Consortium and SPPU member. aligns closely with Uganda's 

The SPPU commended the Vision 2040 and the National 
National Resistance Movement Social Protection Policy, which 
government for ' having recognises social protection 
increased the monthly cash as a critical pillai for human 
grants to senior citizens from capital development, poverty 

The percentage of 
Uganda's 45 million 

people who are 
below 30 years 

of age. 

reduction and inclusive growth. 
However, SPPU warned 

that despite policy progress, 
Uganda's social protection 
landscape is still characterised 
by significant gaps. 

Uganda's population has 
surpassed 45 million, with 
over 75% under the age of 
30, placing immense pressure 
on employment, incomes and 
social security systems. _ 

According to the platform, 
between 70 and 75% of 
Uganda's workforce is engaged 

in informal . employment, 
where most workers lack 
access to contributory social 
security, employment injury 
protection, maternity benefits 
and old-age income security. 
Less than 10?/o of the labour 
force.is covered by formal 
social security schemes, largely 
through the National Social 
Security Fund. 

The SPPU further noted that 
more than 20% of Ugandans 
live below the national poverty 
line, while millions remain 
vulnerable to shocks such as 
illness, climate-related disasters 
and displacement. 

Although programmes like 
the senior citizens' grant have 
improved household welfare, 
nutrition and access to health . 
services, the scheme currently 
reaches only a fraction of older 
persons nationwide. 

Public spending on social 
protection also remains 
below 1% of GDP, far lower .. ft 
than continental and global 

. benchmarks required to deliver 
inclusive and comprehensive 
systems, the CSOs said. 


