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OFFICIAL REMANDED OVER 500,000 ARV DOSES THEFT 
BV Abdulkarim Ssengendo 
.~ . *- .. " ~ •• , " ..... <~ •• r. ... ...... . ..... .... . ..... .. .... . . 

The Isingiro Chief Magistrates' 
Cou~ has remanded a senior 
health official over the alleged 
tlieft of government drugs, 
including more than 500,000 
doses of antiretrovirals (ARVs). 

John Baptist Muzahura, 
47, a senior clinical officer at 
Nyamuyanja Health Centre IV, 
was charged with two counts 
of. theft of government drugs 
and possession of government 
stores. 

Muzahura pleadeu nor guilty 
when he appeared ' before 
ISingiro Chief ·Magistrate 

Patrick Bamuhiga. · The court 
denied him bail and remanded 
him until next Tuesday 
(December 30), when the 
case will come up for hearing, 
including the' hearing of his 
bail application. 

The court heard that on 
November IS, Muzahura, a 
resident of Nyarnitanga in 
Mb,arara city, allegedly stole 
boxes of assorted medicines 
from Nyamuyanja Health 
Centre IV in 'Isingiro ~ district. 
Eighteen boxes of the stofen 
drugs were found at his home. 

The National Drug 
Authority (ND.M revealed 

~E£N THE 
o Prosecutors allege 
that Muzahura stole the 
drugs with an accomplice, 
Bridget Balhubasa, 
a health Information 
assistant and stores In­
charge at the same facility. , 
that Muzahura was arrested 
during a specigl operation 
conducted on December I5, 
after he had gone into hiding. 
Investigators allegedly found 
over 500,000 doses of ARVs at 
his Nyarnitanga home. 

Denied bail: Muzahura . 

The operation also Jed to 
the recovery of 2,680 doses 
of antimalarial drugs, IT,500 
malaria testing kits and other 
assorted medicines. 

All packages . bore the 
inscription: "Governinent of 
Uganda for public use only not 
for sale." 

Prosecutors allege that 
Muzahura stole the drugs 
with an accomplice, 
Bridget Balhubasa, a health 
information assistant who is 
also in charge of stores at the 
same facility. 

,Balliubasa was arrested 
on December 2 , in Kasese 
district and arraigned before 
the Isingiro Chief Magistrates' 
Court. She pleaded guilty to the 
charges of theft of government , 
drugs. On December IT, 
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Balhubasa was sentenced to 
three years in prison. 

NDA public relations 
manager Abiaz Rwamwiri 
said Muzahura was arrested 
after investigators tracked him 
while he was allegedly trying 
to sell government drugs. 

The Isingiro district 
health officer, Dr Edson 
Tumusherure, described 
the incident as the first of its 
kind in the district and said it 
should serve as a warning to 
others. 

"I thank the whistleblowe'r 
who informed the NDA," 
Tumusherure said. 

LIST OF APPROVED AND NOT APPROVED LEGAL AID SERVICE PROVIDERS - 2025 (AS AT 22-12-2025) 
6 Redeem International 

7 The Uganda Association of 
Wornerll >WIIers. 

8 Legal Aid Project of Uganda 
Law Societv 

9 Justice Centres, Uganda 
10 Justice Centres, Uganda 

11 Legal Aid Project of Uganda 
lawSocietv 

12 Justice Centres UOanda 
13 Justice Centres, Uganda 

14 Justice Centres UOanda' 
15 legal Aid Project of Uganda 

Law Society 

16 Human Riahts Focus 
17 Uganda Association of 

Women Lawyers 
18 · International Justice Mission 
19 Uganda Christian Lawyers 

Fraternity 
20 Platform for Labour Action 

21 Center for Law and Peace 
-Uoanda 

22 Justice Centree UOanda 
23 The Uganda Association of 

Women lawYers 

24 The Uganda Association of 
Women 1-.-.. 

25 The Uganda Association of 
Women 1_ 

26 Ug<rlda Association of 
Women lawvers 

27 The Ug<rlda Association of 
Women Lawyers 

28 Justice Centres, Uganda. 

29 Uganda Christian Lawyers 
FraternitY 

30 Legal Aid Project of Uganda 
u.,;. Societv 

3.1 Legal Aid Project of Uganda 
Law Societv 

. 32 Justice Centres, Uganda 

33 . World Voices Uganda 

34 Legal Aid Project of Uganda 
u.,;. Societv 

35 Justice Centres, Uganda 

. ~~ Redeem Intemational 

37 Justice Centres, Uganda 

Wakiso SM Building, 2nd Floor, Block 294, Plot 923, 
Wakiso District Road Wakiso. 

Luwero Kampala Gulu Highway Road next to Dawson 
Petrol station. 

Luwero Shammah Road Kizito Zone Next To Alpha 
Primary School Luwero 

Masaka High Court Masaka. 
"Mono Mukono District Headquarters oppos~e Chief 

Maoistrates' Court. Mukono. 
Eastern Region 

Jinja Nizam Road West after Specialized Doctor's 
HosDitaJ. Jinia. 

Jinia Hiah Court Jinia. 
Tororo Tororo Chief Magistrate's Court, Uhuru Road, 

Tororo. 
Mbale Hiah Court Mbale. 
SoroIi Plot No. 14, OpoIot·Odeile Road, Pamba, 

Soroti. 
Northern IaaIan 

Gulu Plot 1/3 Dr. More Lane Laroo Gulu. 
Gulu Plot 12 Nam Awai Road Behind KerXwaro 

Acholi Palace, Gulu city, Gulu. 
Gulu Plot No. 17 Eden Road Gulu. 
Gulu Andrea DIal Road, Plot 227 - 241 ,Barciege 

-Layibi Division, Gulu City, Gulu. 
Ura Lira District Chambers Agricultural Block 

Erute Road Uta. 
Lira Roseland Estate, Plot 19 -23 Ogwanguzzi 

Road Next to Life Une MinislrvChurch Ura 
Lira Ura Chief Maoistrate's Court. Ura 
Kitgum Langalanga Road, Redcross premises, 

IKita'Um. 
NorthWest R_ 

Arua Bat ~ Close, Wenwa Building opposite 
PAG Church Arua. 

Nebbi Nebbi Chief Magistrate's Court, Nebbi . 

North East R8gIoR 
MoroIo CorrmertiaI buicflll9 of Moroto Distrfct Local 

Government 
Kaabong Kaabong Town Council, Camp Swahili North, 

Red Cross building, Kidepo Road, Kaabong. 
WesI8m 1iGiiIr\-

Kasese Kasese Chief Magistrates' Court, Fort Portal 
Road Kasese. 

Kasese Kasese District Headquarters behind former 
loroduction Area 

KabaIe Plot 32, Mbarara Road, Kigongi, Kabale. 

KabaroIe Kitumba Along FortportaI- KM1paIa Highway. 

Fortportal FortportaI High Court, Fortportal. 

Mid w.stem IQgIon 
Kagadi Kiraba, Kr.Iba Lower off Hoima - Kagadi 

road. Kaaadi. 
Masindi Henry Muganwa Road, Masindi. 

Hoima Hoima Chief Magistrates' Court, 
Governement Road Hoima. 

Hoima 1st Floor, Opportunity Balk Buidling, Main - Street, Hoima 
MuIJende MUbende District HeadquMels, Kaweri, 

Mubende. 
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