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What has been your ultimate 

achievement in 2025 
BY ISAAC SSEJJOMBWE 

A
t the start of everyy~we 
all make New Year reso­
lutions. These are usual­
ly filled with hopes, goals, 

and big plans. Some dreams 

I remained focused 
- . on my studies, worked 
;.' consistently to improve 

my performance, and 

are achieved, others fall short, 
and wheR they do, there is al­
ways the promise of a fresh 
start the following year. For 
students, these lists often re­
volve around academics, 
growth, and personal wins. 

As 2025 comes to a close, we 
caught up with a few students 
to reflect on the milestones 
they have reached, the chal­
lenges they overcame, and the 

. ploments that made this year 
worth remembering. 

LuIJirI Secondary 
School 

I aimed to stay 
disciplined in my studies, 
become more confi<ient in 
leadership, and represent 

- prepared myselfforthe my school with excellence. = 

- responsibilities that come 

-
with vacation. 

Cynthia Jovans 
Ainomugisha, SA 

Despite struggling 
- with constant hospital 
: admissions, I remained 

committed to my st':ldies. 

: 0 

AShirafSsali,5.6 

I have improved 
academically and 
effectively carried out my 
dutiesas health prefect, 
encouraging cleanl iness 
and good health practices, 
among students. 

• Shaluwah Namatovu, 
5.6 

. I havEi been offering 
Physics, Mathematics and 
Entrepreneurship where 
I achieved high grades in 
these subjects, developed 
strong research and 

• Peace Taban, 5 .6 
~ 

I completed my studies 
without any record of . 
disciplinary misconduct, 
an outcome that reflects 
both personal discipline 
and ~dherence to rules. 

critical thinking skills such ShaJuwaNamiyingo 
as <;ieveloping websites Shalom, 5.5 
in ICT.lwasabletopartly 
design an innovative 
product. ltwasaschool I wasabletojoin A' 

I have maintained company project known Level, I have been able to 
excellence throughout my as the Easy bag company keep up two digit points, 

- studies. I also contributed which is responsible for I have been able to live 

= 

to leadership and manufacturing cafeteria without going to hospital 
. =_=_ bags at school. atanypointandlthankthe -

initiatives in school. Lord for t hat. =-
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Teens 

Sheenah buys a local hen 
BY ARNOLD MUGABE towards banana plantations where it was 

very familiar because it literary spent most of 

S 
heenah and her mother spent Christmas ; its days scratching for food in the plantations. 
touring western Uganda, staying among: What Sheenah did not know, was that the 
locals in Kanungu District. On Christmas ; hen had the evil plans of deliberately run­
Day, they attended prayers at a nearby vil- ; ning Sheenah into the most dangerous forest 

lage church, where the congregation held auc- ; in Uganda It took the chase from the banana 
tions to raise funds for roofing the church. : plantations into Bwindi Impenetrable Forest. 

Among the items being auctioned, was a big, ; Sheenah knew that no one can ever entel' 
fat hen. The moment Sheenah saw it, she im- ; Bwindi Impenetrable Forest and find their 
agined bringing it back to Kampala to rear for : way back home without a map or tour guide. 
fresh local eggs. ; But she could noflet her ShS250,OOO invest-

Village church auctions during Christmas, ; mentjust run off 
howeva; are dramatic. People from Kampala ; Before following the hen into the forest, 
usually want to show that they have money. : Sheenah stopped briefly to call her mum 
Someone will gladly pledge Shs100,OOO for a ; for backup, only to remember she left her 
tray of eggs worth Shs10,OOO in Kampalajust ; phone charging at the house before coming 
to show off ; to church. She decided to go in alone. 

When the hen came up for auction, a man : Bwindi turned out to be darker and more 
stood and offered Shs150,ooo. Sheenah pan- ; terrifying than anything she had imagined . 
icked and asked her mum to counter with ; She saw spiders nearly 10 inches tall. 
Shs250,OOO. They won the hen. It was prob-: About a kilometre in, the hen which had 
ably the highest price ever paid for a hen in ; been silent during their chase, suddenly 
that church's history or anywhere in Uganda ; stopped and began screaming dramatically, 

The hen was handed over to Sheenah with ; as ifit were being tortured by rebels. 
its legs tied using dry banana fiber. Sheenah· : The noise attracted the most dangerous 
placed it on the church floor as they waited ; mammals on earth-the gorillas. 
for the service to end. That was her first mis- ; They burst through the thicket and stopped 
take. ; just metres away.Humans share 98 percent of 

The hen quietly tiptoed away, and sneaked ~ their DNA with gorillas, and they were smart 
offinto the church compound. It poked at the ; enough to tell the hen was just acting up. See­
banana fiber, and tore it to free itselL Once ; ing that Sheenah wasn't attacking it, the go­
loose, it stood still, looked at Sheenah, and : rillas simply shook their heads. Their leader, a 
once their eyes met,it winked. ; Silverback, told tbem to ignore the hen and go 

At first, Sheenah thought it was just hungry. ; back to do their own things. .. ~ 
Then she realised thather hen was escaping. : The hen stood frozen, beak open. It had 

Shejumped up and rushed to grab it, but the ~ clearly expected Sheenah to be captured and 
hen leapt off Village hens are built different. ; eaten. . 
They are not as lazy as their town cousins, the ; In one last attempt to escape, the hen leaped 
broilers. ; up to the canopy of one of the tallest tress in 

Sheenah chased the hen determined to : Bwindi and perched on a thin branch ~at 
catch it. Ten minutes into the chase, breath- ; ~Sheenah could not climb. 
less, sweating, she noticed that the hen had : Once again, it winked at Sheenah, knowing 
slowed down to a steady marathon pace. It ; she would soon give up the chase and go back 
was clearly mocking her by waiting for her. : home, especially since it was becoming dark. 

After pacing 'around the village neighbour- : At that point, Sheen'3h knew she had lost her 
hood for like half an hour, the chicken moved : Shs250,OOO. 
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