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BOxer li~ma excels 
.~.~~r.!~P'~.~.~~.I.'!.~~ ............ . 
Bugema University student 
Mark Sabath Zikama is 
proving that it is possible 
to balance higher education 
with top-level boxing while 
representing Uganda on the 
international stage. 

Zikama emphasises that 
strict planning is key to 
managing both commit­
ments. 

"I set clear boundaries, 
finish assignments early, 
and prioritise my studies 
so they do not clash with 
trafuing or boxing," he 
explained. . 

He adds that university 
life haS streri-gthened his 
miniiset in the ring. 

"Higher education builds 
mental toughness and dis­
cipline. Completing school 
w<>rk before fights helps me 
stay focused, calm, and fully 
prepared inside the ring," 
Zikama said. 

At 25, Zikama initially 
faced family concerns over 
boxing's physical risks. 
Over time, he earned their 
trust and support. 

"My family and my coach, 
Frank Kiggwe, support me 
financially and emotionally. 
They cover training, equip- . 

. . ment, travel, and encourage 
me whether I win or lose," 
he noted. 

Zikama began boxing, in 
2022 under Coach Kiggwe 
and made his debut at the 
KK Memorial boxing event . 
just six months later. 

"Friendly matches, club 
sparring, and the Uganda 
Champions League, where 
I have about five· fights year­
ly, have helped me grow 
~teadiiy,;' he explained. 

Befo,e moving into elite J 

categories, Zikama won 
bronte at the National Nov­
ice C~ampionship and silver 
at th~'Nationai Intermediate 
Ch~pionship in the same 
year. !"National competitions 
and the Champions League 
kept me fit and ready. 
Family support helped me 
overcome limited resources 
and prepare for internation­
al competitions," he added. 
This month, Zikama repre­
sented Uganda in the 80kg 
category at the Dubai World . 
Boxing Championships at 
the Dubai Tennis Stadium. 

.~~t.~!~~yada Saaka ............... .. 

Uganda's skateboarding 
community is set to receive 
a major boost following 
the announcement that 
an international-standard 
concrete skatepark will 
be constructed in Kiteezi, 
Kampala. 

The project will be fully 
funded by Make Life 
Skate Life, a Belgium­
based organisation, with 
construction expected to 
begin in January 2026. 

The facility, to be known 
as Kiteezi Skatepark, will 
serve as the home of Glimate 
Skaters Kiteezi and is 
expected to become a national 
hub for skateboarding in 
Uganda. Plans for the park 
also include a community 
classroom, to be built from 
a repurposed shipping 
container, aimed at supporting 
education cind community 
development 

For years, the Kiteezi skating 
community has relied on 
a self-built, substandard . 
skatep~rk where skaters of . 
all ages train and compete. 
The new facility is expected to 
significantly improve training 
conditions, encourage greater 
participation particularly 
among girls, promote 
environmental education 
and empowerment through 
skateboarding. 

Cynthia Kemigisha, founder 
of Climate Skaters Kiteezi, 
said the skatepark would 
be transformative for young 
skaters in Kiteezi and across 
the country. She noted that 
the lack of a standard facility 
has long hampered training 
and negatively affected the 
performance of Ugandan 
skaters at international ! 
competitiotJ,s. : 

"We are extremely ex6ited 
that we will finally hav~ 
a standard ~katepark," . 
Kemigisha said. "We were 
surprised when Make Life 
Skate Life contacted us after 
following our work on social 
media. They were impressed 
by what we are doing and 
decided to support us by. 
building a modern facility." 

She added that the new 
skatepark would improve 
the sport nationwide and 
help Ugandan skaters better 
prepare for international 
events. "Training has been 
difficult, anQ this has limited 
our participation abroad. 
Once the park is complete, it 
will make a huge difference," 
she said. 

Kemigisha also revealed that 
the land for the skatepark was 
acquired by Make Life Skate 
Life, which has additionally 

provided skateboards to the 
club, support she described 
as a major boost to the 
community. Climate Skaters \ 
Kiteezi has been operating 
for two years and aims to 
develop athletes capable of 
representing Uganda at the 
2028 Olympic G~es in Los 
Angeles. 

"Our target is to produce 
skaters who can represent 
Uganda at the Olympics, 
possibly at the 2028 Games in 

Los Angeles," Kemigisha said. 
Make Life Skate Life has 

launched a global fundraising 
campaign to support the 
construction of the facility 
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and is appealing to sports 
enthusiasts worldwide 
to contribute through 
donations. \ 

In recent years, Climate 
Skaters Kiteezi and the 
Uganda Skateboard 
Society have played a key 
role in highlighting the 
growth of skateboarding in 

. Uganda, helping to bring 
international attention to 
the country's emerging 
skate scene. 

KCCA rc S~OW deplli 
.~y..~~r.!~.~~.~.~~~~~~ ................ .. 
Uganda Premier league 
Tuesday 
Buhimba v Maroons 
Police v KCCA 
Vipers v Mbarara 

The Uganda Premier League 
resumes next week with 
KCCA FC facing a demanding 
away test against Police FC 
on Tuesday as the Kasasiro 
Boys seek to maintain their 
impressive run of form. 

Table leaders KCCA head 
into the Police encounter 
buoyed by their last league 
outing two weeks ago at 
Lugogo, where they ground 
out a 1- 0 victory over . 
Buhimba United Saints 
qespite being without seven 
key players. The result 
underlined the team's 
resilience and depth as the 
title race continues to take 
shape. 

Co-coach Brian Ssenyondo 
has stressed the importance of 
discipline and concentration 
ahead of the Police trip, noting 
that the league offers no easy 
fixtures regardless of squad 
challenges. "Every game in 
this league presents a unique 
challenge. Missing players is 
part of the game, but the focus 
must remain on executing the 
plan," Ssenyondo said. 

In that previous match, 
KCCA were without Joel 
Sserunjogi and Brian Jiara due 
to illness, while Emmantlel ___ -
Anyama served a suspension 
following his red card against 
NEe. The squad was further 
stretched by Uganda Cranes 
callrups, with goalkeeper 
Charles Lukwago, strikers 
Shafik Kwikiriza and Ivan 
Ahimbisibwe initially selected. 
n.J.lllV",,-,' Lukwago was later 
<1rbIPpe,C!, both Ahimbisibwe 

,Uy,,,,-<u,amade the 
that represented 
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IT WASN'T £PSI aur 
I .. AlSO MAD£ IT ". 


