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An~au ~raises Teso 
. ~.Y. .~~.~:'~~~ Esiku ............... . 

FUFA Drum 
Acholi 2 Bugisu 0 
Tooro 0 Teso 0 
Kigezi 3 Bunyoro 2 

Teso Province head 
coach Frank Anyau has 
expressed satisfaction With 
his team"s performances 
in the 2025-2026 FDF A 
Drum campaign. 

Anyau's optimism 
follows Teso's hard-fought 
1-1 draw away to Tooro 
Province on Sunday at St. 
Paul National Seminary in 
Fort Portal .in a Group D 
encounter. 

"I want to say that Teso 
Province is on the right 
path this time compared to 
previous editions, where 
we were eliminated at the 
group stage. That has not 
been the case this season," 
Anyau said. 

Teso have impressed in 
Group '0, having earlier 
secured a 1-0 home victo­
ry over Kampala Province 
before earning a valuable 
point away from Tooro. 

Patrick Ssembusi gav.e 
Teso the lead in the first 
half, but Isaac Amutuhaire 
equalised for Tooro after 
the break. The reverse 
fixture between the two 
sides in the first leg ended 
in a goalless draw. 

With five points collected 
so far, Teso Province will 
conclude their group cam­
paign with an away fixture 

. against Kampala Province 
· in January. 
· In the other Group D 
action, Buganda Prrnnnce 
edged Ankole Province 
'1-0, with George Kaddu 
· scoring a late winner. 
· Meanwhile, Acholi 
'~ovince registered a 2-0 
v.ictory over Bugisu Prov­
ince in a Group A clash 
played at Pece Stadium in 
Gulu on Saturday. 

Defending champions 
Lango Province, who lifted 

, last year's title after de­
feating Busoga in the final, 
will be aiming to maintain 
their dominance in the 
competition. 

Coach Anyau is optimistic 

UPCOUNTRY SPORT 
International training boosts table tennis 

.~y..~~,~~.~~ Esiku ................... .. .. 

The Uganda Secondary 
Schools Sports Association 
(USSSA)believes that partic­
ipation in table tennis at the 
2026 National Schools Games 
will sigI)ificantly increase 
following the successful 
completion of a severv-day 
international coaching course 
held at Elite High School in 
Entebbe. 

USSSA chief executive 
officer Christopher Mugisha 
said the training addressed a 
long-standing' gap in the sport, 
which has previously attracted 
limited school involvement. 
He noted that building techni-' 
cal capacity among teachers is 
key to expanding' table tennis 
at grassroots level. 

The course was organised by 
the International Table Tennis 
Association (ITTA) in part­
nership with the International 
School Sport Federation (ISF) 
through the ISF Academy, 
working alongSide the Ugan­
da Table Tennis Association 

.~.Y..~.~~!~.!5!!!Y..~ ..................... .. 
Roads across Busoga burst 
into life as the thira edition 
of the M1N- Busoga Masaza 
Cycling Championships 
rolled through Bunha, 
Bunhole-Bunanhumba, Kigulu 
and Bukhooli chiefdoms, 
delivering speed, spectacle 
and fierce competition ahead 
of the grand finale this 
Saturday. 

From early morning to late 
afternoon, cheering crowds 
lined up trading centres and 
highways as cyclists battled 
through demanding routes 
in the preliminary races, all 
chasing a coveted place in 
Saturday'S final showdown. 
The championship has quickly 
become one of the region's 
most anticipated sporting 
events, blending community 
excitement with elite 
competition. 

In Bukhooli, the races 
were flagged off at Muterere 
Trading Centre by Busoga 
Kingdom Sports Minister 
Owek. Amin Bbosa, sending 
riders-wough a gruelling 
circuit that snaked through 
Namayingo, Musongola, 
Nankoma, Butegwa and 
Mayuge before returning to 
Muterere. Competitors raced 
in two categories - Tippa 
(Gaali Ensoga) and Mountain 
Sport Bikes - drawing 
hundreds of spectators along 
the route. 

and USSSA. Mugisha said the 
30 teachers who graduated 
as certified coaches will play 
a crucial role in introducing 
and strengthening the sport 
in their respective schools and 
communities. 

Participants were drawn 
from across the country and 
were guided by international 
instructors Keitseng Kealebogs 
of Botswana, Christina Cbee 
of Malaysia, and ISF Acade­
my director Romain Fermon. 
Fermon praised Uganda's col­
laboration with ISF, describing 

Seasoned· campaigner Tiffu 
Luganda once again stamped 
his authority in the Tippa 
category, finishing ahead of 
Brian Ngodobe and James 
Friday. 

In the Mountain Bike 
race, Sam Malinzi emerged 
fastest, followed by Ronald 
Ogutu and Atanansi Bogere. 
The top performers earned 
qualification for the grand 
finale. 

Kigulu Chiefdom also 
witnessed massive turnouts 
as Lukumani Kazimingi 
dominated the Mountain 

it as a clear demonstration of 
coinmitment to the develop­
ment of school sport. 

He added that the course 
was unjque in scope and ex­
ecution, expressing optimism 
about future partnerships 
and the involvement of more 
international sports bodies in 
similar initiatives. 

USSSA Head of Capacity . 
Building Patrick Okanya 
described the programme 
as a landmark moment for 
table tennis development in 
Uganda. 

Bike category, while Ashiraf 
Magurnba topped the 
Tippa race. Both categories 
produced six qualifiers who 
will represent Kigulu in the 
final race. 

Action continued in Bunha 
where Hussein Kigenyi led 
the Tippa category, while 
Shafik Farmer claimed 
victory in the Mountain Bike 
race. Buhhole-Bunanhumba 
produced. equally intense 
contests, with standout riders 
from both categories booking 
their places in the finale after 
closely fought races. 

Okiror blames Teso fan turnout 
~.Y. .~~.~:'~~! Esiku ................. .. 

Dan Okiror, Teso's re­
nowned kickboxer, has 
attributed his defeat in the 
recent intercultural title fight 
to a lack of backing from his 
home community. 

The bout, which started 
just before midnight, ended -
in a shocking tirst-round 
knockout within two min­
utes. Okiror said the low 
turnout and minimal support 
from local fans left him 
demoralized, affecting his 
performance. 

"I want to say Teso has lost 
the belt, which could have 
stayed in our land, but this 
reflects the community's 
poor attitude towards sport," 
Okiror told Vision Sport. 

He revealed that from the 
very start of preparations, 
only a handful ofTeso 
leaders supported the event, 
leaving him and the organiz­
ing team to shoulder most of 
the responsibility. i am not 
a joker but a serious fighter 
- in fact, a better one. 1 
thank my brother Moses Go­
lola for being here. I promise 
there will be a rematch in 
Kampala, and I will claim 
victory," he added. 

Okiror also praised Golola 

for his sportsmanship while 
asserting his own prowess in 
punching and kicking. 

Moments after being de­
clared Intercultural champi­
on, Golola entertained the 
crowd with his trademark 
humor and applauded 
Okiror for organizing the 
fight, calling it a platform to 
nurture regional kickboxing 
talent. 

"Together, we can elevate 
kickboxing in Teso. I'm here 
because of Okiror. Teso 
and Uganda are strong, and 
our youth, often trapped in 
drugs and vice, can excel in 
sports," Golola said. 

Athletes shine at Chanty Run 
.~'y'.~~brlel Esik'u .................. .. 

Hundreds of athletes, 
runners, and sports 
enthusiasts converged on 
Soroti city for the annual 
Soroti Cricket Academy 
Charity Run, a vibrant event 
aimed at raising funds to 
support dreams through ;. 
sports and education. 

The run, featuring 5km, 
lOkm, and 15km categories, 
attracted participants from 
across the region. Felix 
Musana, Chairperson of 
Soroti Cricket Academy, 
hailed the event as a 
resounding success, noting 
that over 500 running kits 
were sold. 

"I want to thank the Teso 
community and all our 
supporters for turning out 
ip such large numbers. 
We apologize for any 
inconvenience during 
the event and prom.iSe to 
improve in future editions," 
Musana said. ! 

The day's activities went 
beyond the run itself, 
featuring a lively post-
race festival with music, 
dance, and performances 
by local artists, creating an 
electric atmosphere for both 
participants 'and spectators. 

Julius Opio, who 
completed the 15km run 
in 1 hour and 23 minutes, 
praised the initiative, saying 
it provided a platform for 
athletes to showcase their 
talent. Opio revealed his 
sights are now set on the 
2026 National Athletics 
Trials at Mandela National 
Stadium in Namboole, 
Kampala 

Davis Turinawe, 
representing the CEO 
of Cricket Uganda, 
commended the academy 
for its innovative approach, 
noting that events like this 
are crucial in identifying and 
nurturing sporting talent in 
the region. 


