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saa a: "The flag belongs to the people, which is why we also have.it in Church. We have bigger 
challenges in our country such as corruption, poor roads, and lack of medicines in health centres, which deserve more 
attention than fighting citizens carrying the national flag." 

-

EDITORIAL 

We should harvest 
and use rainwater 

W· ·th climate change and a growing population apply­
ing immense pressure on community water supply 
systems, they are increasingly struggling to cater to the 

. needs of residents. 
Climate change causes prolonged dry spells t.t .it lead to the 

voJume of water in Jakes and rivers, key sourc~~ of water for 
communities;to redtl'ce. .. 

This causes a crisis, with locals walking several kilometres in 
search of water, and the life-sustaining liquid costing an ann 
anda Jeg. 

Factories and other businesses such as agriculture are also af­
fected, reducing product and,in extreme cases, bringing their 
operations to a standstill. 

To mitigate this, we call upon the public and proprietors of 
businesses to embrace harvesting and storing rainwater. 

Besides providing a source otwater during the dry spell,har­
vesting rainwater has several advantages. 

The issue: 
Water supply. 
OurvieW! 
The g vernment 
should enable' 
citizens.to 
purchase water 
tan1<sand 
accessories. 
'fhls can be done 
through giving 
citizens soft 
loans to enable 
them purchase 
water tanks and 
accessories and 
set them up to 
harvest and store 
rainwater. 

Use of rainwater for domestic and 
commercial purposes can reduce the 
amount of money spent on bills from 
using tap water. . 

Furthermore, tap water is treated 
with chlorine and other disinfectants 
to ~e it is safe for drinking. How­
ever, while this makes it safe for hu­
man consumption, experts say these 
chemicals can kill beneficial soil bac­
teria and microbes if tap water is 
used to irrigate crops-

Experts say rainwater, on the oth­
er hand, is naturally soft and free 
of chemicals,making it suitable for 
most plantS-

However, experts caution against 
drinking rainwater without-proper 
purification because water collect­
ed from roofs can contain pollutants 
from the aiJ, bacteria and heavy met­
als from roofing materialS-

We call upon the government to en­
courage and enable more people to 
harvest rainwater. 

Currently,many people in rural ar­
eas still live in grass-thatched houses, 

making harvesting of rainwater difficult 
Furthermore,many of those who have houses roofed with 

iron sheets, which are more suitabJe for barvesting rairiwater, 
do not have where to store this water because they cannot af­
ford tanks,accessories, and the costs that come 'With setting 
them up. . 

We, therefore, urge the government to consider facilitat­
ing people in rural areas to upgrade their houses from grass­
thatched to iron sheet roofs. The government should also ena­
ble citizens to purchase water tanks and accessories. 

This'can be done through giving citizens soft loans to enable 
them purchase water tanks and accessories and set them up to 
harvest and store rainwater. 

The authorities shoUld also consider subsidising the cost of 
water tanks and accessories so that more people can acquire 
them. 

Our commitment to you 
- We pledge: 

• To be accurate and fair in all we do. 
• To be respectful to all in our pursuit ofthe truth. 
• To refuse to accept any compensation beyond that 

provided by Monitor Publications Ltd. for what we do in 
our news gathering and decision-making. 

Further, we ask that we be informed whenever you feel 
that we have.fallen short in our attempt to keep these 
commitments. 
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Cartoon. The US has bombed Venezuela and captured President Nicolas Madura and his wife. 
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M 
r Gawaya Tegulle's commentary, 
"A year of darkness, 2025: Many 
mo~e dams, ml!ch less eJectrid-

- ty.._ (DailyMvmtor,December 28, 
2025),raisesimportant questions about Ugan­
da's electricity sector. 

While public debate on such matters is vi­
tal,it must also reflect the technical and eco­
nomic realities that shape the performance of 
the Electricity Supply lndustry. Uganda's cur­
rent phase is not a stortof failure, but of de­
liberate restructuring, a transition aimed at 
securing long-term reliability, affordability, 
and sustainability. Mr Tegulle suggests a "par­
adox"where increased generation has result­
ed in "less light."On the contrary,202S!marl<s 
the most significant turningpointin Uganda'S 
energy history. To characterise it as a "year of 
darlmess"ignores the systemic transition cur­
rently underway to ensurelong-term reliabili­
ty and affordability. 

Uganda's installed capacity now stands at 
2,052.6MW following the full commission­
ing of the 600MW Karuma Hydro Power Plant 
(HPP)~Mr Tegulle's suggestion that this is"the­
oretical power" misunderstands how ener­
gy sy~tems evolve. In energy planning, gener­
ation'must always lead demand. This delib­
erate surplus ensures the "spinning reserve" 
needed to guarantee energy security and at­
tract industrial investment. lndeed, this sur­
plus has already attracted large consumers,in­
cluding new data centres that require up to 
SOOMW. Uganda's electricity sector is no longer 
planning for survival; it is planning for indus­
trialisation. 

The suggestion that new dams have not 
translated into more electricity is contradict· 
ed by the grid's performance metrics. Before 
Isimba HPP was commissioned in late 2018, 
Uganda's installed capacity stood at 963MW. 
The addition oflsim.ba (183MW) and the sub­
sequent full commissioning of~arilma HPP", 
(600MW) in June 2024 steered the country's 
capacity to 2,OO7Mw. More hnportantly, the 
energy actually dispatched to the grid-the 
electricity consumers use--has risen sharp-

Ugandas power sector 
is a story of progress 
BunMlg t:t resilient 

. power sector is an en­
gineeriug and financial 
maratiloli,not a sprint 
for optics. 

ly.ln 2018, dispatch was 4,078GWh. By 2024, 
following the full integration ofKaruma, this 
jumped to 6,623GWh. In 2025 alone, Isim­
ba smd K-arum.a rontributed approximate­
ly 27 percent of the total power to the grid. To 
date, lsimba has contributed a cumulative 
6,647GWh, while the newer Karum.a has al­
ready added 2,022GWh. These arenot"idle"as­
sets; they are the backbone of our supply. 

iff (Shs250 for the first 15 units every month) 
continues to protect Jow-income consum­
ers, reaching over 200,000 householdS- ERA 
has also maintained the Declining Block Tar­
ifffor manufacturers and the Cooking Tariff 
(Shs412 per unit) to promote the use of clean 
energy. With Karuma's commissio~ the 
weighted average generation tariffhas actual-
ly decreased. .. . 
Mr Tegulle's concerns regarding the so­

called "paying for darlmess"referto the histor­
ical challenge technically known as "deemed 
energy."This challenge has been systematical­
ly addressed. The completion of 4OOkVtrans-' 
mission lines from Karuma to Kawanda and 
Olwiyo, along with the construction of the 
Agago Sub-station,has eliminated-key bottle­
necks that once forced Uganda to pay for un­
used power. The focus is now on developing 
more power generationfucilities as demand is . 
rising at an unprecedented level 

Building a resilient power sector is an engi­
neering and financial marathon,not a sprint 
for political optics. The year 2025 does not rep­
resent"darkness,"but rather a year of ration­
alised efficiency and strategic realignment, 
where short-term inconvenience gives Wt1!J to 
long-term stability. Uganda is not slippingin­
to darlmess;it is poweringtowarci anindusive, 
data-driven, and secure energy future, one 
that lights every home and fuels everyindus­
try by 2030.lt is stepping into a well-planned, 
state-led future where electricity catalyses so­
cio-economic transformation, lights every 
home,and fuels every industry by 2030. 

The recent power interruptions are not evi­
dence of failed generation, but rather of a dis­
tribution network that's in need ofmoderni­
sation and significant investment. The gov­
ernment's takeover of distribution through 
UEDCLin April 2025 was a structural reform 
aimed at resolving this very issue. To support 
this, the government has already secured 
$ 100m for immediate grid reinforcement,fo­
cusing on replacing fragile infrastructure and 
expanding the "Path of Light"to the West Nile 
and northern regions, a practical step toward 

long-term reliability. I 
The assertion that electricity is a "luxury" 

is contradicted by the facts. The Lifeline Tar-
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