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An election 
official holds 
up a ballot 
after polling 
stations 
closed during 
the presiden­
tial elections 
in Kampala, 
Uganda, 
on January 
14,2021. 
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REUTERS/ ' 
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We have not 
gotanydi­
rective from 
thegovem­
ment to swit­
ch off the in- • 
ternet during 
orafl;erthe 
elections ... 
Nobody in the 
government 
hastoldUCC 
to prepare or 
do anything 
related to an 
internet shut­
down.lf such 
a decision 
were to be 
taken,UCC 
would come 
out earlier 
to brief the 

, . country and 
explain why. 

He said ·the delay was not linked to 
the 2026 elections but to regulatory re­
quirements under the UCC Act and li­
censing Regulations, which apply to 
both local and foreign service provid­
ers. 

Mr Nyombi's comments come a few 
days after a leaked memo issued on De­
cember 19,2025, by the Uganda Reve­
nue Authority (URA), instructing cus­
toms officers-to restrict the importation 
and clearance of Starlink communica­
tion equipment unless accompanied 
by a clearance letter from the Chief of 
Defence Forces (COF), Gen Muhoozi Ka­
inerugaba 

The directive kicked up a public de­
bate and concern about why the Gen 
Muhoozi-Ied Uganda Peoples'Defence 
Forces (UPDF) would involve itself in 
the importation of civilian communi­
cation gadgets. 

Several Ugandans interpreted the 
move as part of the broader efforts to 

control information flow ahead of next 
week's presidential and parliamentary 
elections, amid fears of a potential re­
peat of the internet shutdown during 
the 2021 polls. 

Starlink has since come out to empha­
size that any prior use of its services in 
Uganda was without the company's ap­
proval, hence violated its terms of ser­
vice, as the same happened before the 
completion of the regulatory licensing. 

The US-based company said it's still 
engaging with the Ugandan authorities 
to finalise the licensing process before 
any lawful rollout of its services in the 
country. '. , -' 

Search for options 
The fear of a shutdown has left Oppo­

sition politicians and h~ rights ac­
tivists weary. 

At the weekend, the leader of the larg­
est Opposition political party, the Na­
tional Unity Platform (NUP), Mr Robert 
Kyagulanyi, alias Bobi Wille, launched 
an offline vote-monitoring application 
(app) known as "Bitchart" aimed at fa­
cilitating communication and tracking 
the election results next week. 

Mr Kyagulanyi said the app is de­
signed to operate without internet ac­
cess, relying on Bluetooth technology 
to share information such as images of 
Declaration Results Forms, election up­
dates, and other related polling day da­
ta. 

About January15, 2026 polls 
Ugandans head to the polls on Janu­

ary 15,2026, to elect a president, Mem-, 
hers of Parliament (MPs), and local gov­
ernment leaders across cities, munic­
ipalities and districts for another five­
yeartenn. 

According to the EC data, there are 
21,681,491 million registered voters. 

The Commission has nominated 
83,597 candidates to contest for 45,505 
positions across presidential, parlia­
mentary, and local government elec­
tions. Eight candidates are running for 
the presidency, including incumbent 
Museveni of the National Resistance 
Movement (NRM), Mr Robert Kyagu­
lanyi Ssentamu of the National Uni­
ty Platform (NUP),Mr Nathan Nanda­
la Mafabi of the Forum for Democrat­
ic Change (FDC), and Mr Mugisha Mun­
tu of the Alliance for National Transfor­
mation (ANT). 

Others are Mr Robert Kasibante (Na­
tional Peasants' party), Mr Mubarak 
Munyagwa (Common Man's party),Mr 
Frank Bulira (Revolutionary People's 
party) and Mr Joseph Mabirizi (Con­
servative party) 
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terrupted during and after the polls. 
He also called on media houses to de­

velop robust offline operational plans, 
warning that platforms such as email, 
WhatsApp, YouTube, Facebook, and X 
(formerly twitter) could be inaccessible. 

"In the last electionsjournalists were 
effectively disenfranchised. Many me­
dia houses operated without internet 
access. Newsrooms should prepare al­
ternative ways of gathering, verifying, 
and correcting information,"Mr Ssem­
palasaid. 

Human rights activist and socio-po­
litical commentator Denis Yuh echoed 
similar concerns, recommending the 
adoption of Bluetooth-based applica­
tions like Bitchart as a practical alterna­
tive during posslble shutdowns. 

"The state does not have the capacity 
to disable Bluetooth on every phone in 
the country. This technology has been 
used eIsewhere,includillg by youths in 
Nepal,"Mr Yubsaid. ' 

He added: "These·alternatives are not 

Past incident. 
In the last" 
elections, jour­
nalists were ef­
fectively disen­
franchised. 
Many media 
houses ope­
rated without 
internet access. 
Newsrooms 
should prepare 
alternative 
ways of gathe­
ring, verifying, 
and correcting 
information." 
'-Allan Ssempala 
of Unwanted 
Witness 

about Uildng power but about ensuring 
democracy does not die in the dark." 
He also cautioned citizens to handle 

their phones carefully on polling day, 
warning that security forces may con­
fiscate devices used to record videos or 
take photographs. 

"We may still rely on phone calls, but 
network quality could be poor. Ugan­
dans should prepare to adapt because 
there is no total guarantee that the in­
ternet will remain uninterrupted," he 
said. 

According to UCC data, Uganda has 
about 10.6 million internet users, ~­
derscoring the potential social and eco­
nomic impact of any disruption to dig­
ital services during the election period. 

As memories of the 2016 and 2621 
internet shutdowns remain fresh, ob­
servers said preparedness, adaptabil­
ity, and caution will be critical for citi­
zens,media, and businesses navigating 
the forthcoming polls in an increasing­
lyuncertain digitai environment 

National News 

youth urged to use technology to 
create jobs, improve livelihoods 
BY PHILIP WAFULA 

TORORO. The Uganda Com­
munications Commission 
(UCC) has urged youth to em­
·brace innovation beyond tech­
nology to address unemploy­
ment and drive socio-econom­
ic transformation-

Mr Ibrahim Kibuuka Bbosa, 
the he~d of pub~c relations 
and international relations at 
the uec, said innovation is not 
about technology, but ideas, 
creativity, and how people use 
available resources to create 
solutions that generate income 
and transform communities. 

Mr Bbosa was speaking at the 
inaugural annual Nile Excel­
lence Awards (NEA) - Uganda's 
emerging premier platform 
that recognises excellence, cre­
ativity, leadership, and innova­
tion across the country in Toro­
ro District at the weekend. 

According to the Uganda Bu­
reau of Statistics (Ubos), Ugan­
da faces a significant challenge 
of youth unemployment, with 
over 70 percent of young peo­
ple aged between 18 and 30 
years either unemployed or 
underemployed. 

Eastern Uganda faces a crit­
ical youth unemployment 
challenge, with estimates indi-

CURRENT STATUS 

Uganda faces a 
significant challenge of 
youth unemployment, 
with over 70 percent 
of young people aged 
between 18 and 30 years 
either unemployed 
or underemployed, 
According to the Uganda 
Bureau of Statistics . 

cating that over 60 percent of 
young people in the region are 
without formal employllent 

The annual NEA were estab­
lished to bridge the gap be­
tween talent and opportunity 
byrecognising,supporting,and 
promoting innovation, creativ­
ity, and talent as avenues for 
entrepreneurship andjob cre­
ation. 

Mr Bbosa said innovation 
should not only be seen as "dig­
ital tools", but as practical appli­
cation of ideas, creativity, and 
knowledge to solve communi­
ty challenges and generate em­
ployment 

"1 urge media practitioners 
and content creators to inno­
vate in storytelling,production 
and content distribution, and 
reiterate UCC's commitment 

to support responsible,profes­
sional, and innovative media 
initiatives that equip young 
people with sustainable skills,~ 
he stated. 
...Dr Anthony Mula, the direc­
tor general of Busoga Consor­
tium for Development, said 
Uganda can move from a Third 
World country to a middle-in­
come economy by harnessing 
the talent and innovation of its 
youthful population, but the 
youth must wake up and use 
the digital skills they acquire to 
create income. 

The inaugural edition of the 
awards recognised excellence 
in more than 20 categories, in­
cluding media, arts, content 
creation, innovation, tourism, 
heritage, and highlighted East­
ern Uganda's talent and cre­
ativity. Ms Doreen Kairamira 
King was recognised as the Best 
Innovator of the Year, among 
other winners. 

Ms Cinderellah Damba, the 
NEA president and Miss Tour­
ism Eastern Region, said they 
are not ending with awards; 
but their focus is to follow up 
with the winners and connect 
them to partners and investors 
so that their ideas can grow in­
to projects of impact. 

OTeE 

DORMANT ACCOUNTS 

In accordance with the provisions of Section 119 of the Financial Institutions Act, Cap 57, 
NCBA Bank Uganda Limited wishes to notify customers whose names appear on the 
published list that their accounts have either been inactive or are currently classified under 
the Bank's Dormant Accounts Register. 

Please be advised that, in line with regulatory requirements, any funds that remain 
unclaimed will be transferred to the BOOk of Uganda if the respective accol1nt is not 
reactivated within five (5) years from the date of this notice. 

For transparency and ease of reference, the complete list of affected customers is available 
on our website via the link: rot ~I b '/l'1cbadormant 

NCBA Bank Uganda Limited remains committed to supporting customers in reactivating 
their accounts. Customers are therefore encouraged to visit any NCBA Bank branch, where 
our staff will assist with account reactivation and updating of personal information. 

Requirements for Ugandan citizens 
• A valid National Identity Card 
• One passport-size photograph 

Requirements for Foreign customers 
• A valid passport 
• One passport-size photograph 
• Valid ,work permit 

Customers who have already contacted the Bank or are 
in the process of reactivating their accounts may kindly 
pis regard this notice. We regret any inconvenience this 
notice may cause. 

For further assistance or inquiries. please visit any HCBA 
Bank branch or contact us on 0800 222 123 (toll-free). 
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