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o urged‘to use technologY lo

create JObS improve livelihoods

BY PHILIP WAFULA

TORORO. The Uganda Com- :
munications Commission :
(UCC) has urged youth to em- :
brace innovation beyond tech- :
nology to address unemploy- :
ment and drive socio-econom- :

ic transformation.

Mr Ibrahim Kibuuka Bbosa, !
the head of public relations :
and international relations at
the UCC,said innovation isnot :
about technology, but ideas, : :
. cating that over 60 percent of
: young people in the region are :
. without formal employment.
. The annual NEA were estab- :
lished to bridge the gap be- :
: tween talent and opportunity :
| byrecognising supporting and. |
¢ promoting iInnovation, creativ-
: ity, and talent as avenues for :
¢ entrepreneurship and job cre- :
. Kingwasrecognised as the Best
i  Mr Bbosa said innovation :

should not only be seen as“dig- :
¢ italtools”,but as practical appli- :
. cation of ideas, creativity, and :
: ism Eastern Region, said they

creativity, and how people use
available resources to create
solutions that generate income
and transform communities.

Mr Bbosa was speaking at the

inaugural annual Nile Excel-
lence Awards (NEA) - Uganda’s
emerging premier platform
that recognises excellence, cre-
ativity, leadership, and innova-

tion across the country in Toro-

ro District at the weekend.
According to the Uganda Bu:

reau of Statistics (Ubos), Ugan-

da faces a significant challenge

of youth unemployment, with :
i tychallenges and generate em- :
. ployment.
¢ “Iurge media practitioners :
. and content creators to inno- :
¢ vate in storytelling, production :
- and content distribution, and :
: reiterate UCC’s commitment

over 70 percent of young peo-
ple aged between 18 and 30

years either unemployed or :

underemployed.

Eastern Uganda faces a crit-
ical youth unemployment
challenge, with estimates indi-
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Ugandafacesa
significant challenge of
youth unemployment,
with over 70 percent
of'young people aged
between 18 and 30 years
either unemployed
orunderemployed,
According to the Uganda
Bureau of Statistics.

ation.

knowledge to solve communi-

to support responsible, profes-
sional, and innovative media

: initiatives that equip young
: people with sustainable skills,”
: hestated.

.Dr Anthony Mula, the direc-
tor general of Busoga Consor-
tium for Development, said
Uganda can move from a Third

. World country to a middle-in-
: come economy by harnessing
. the talent and innovation ofits
- youthful population, but the
: youth must wake up and use

the digital skills they acquire to
create income.

The inaugural edition of the
awards recognised excellence
in more than 20 categories, in-
cluding media, arts, content
creation, innovation, tourism,

. heritage, and highlighted East-

ern Uganda’s talent and cre-
ativity. Ms Doreen Kairamira

Innovator of the Year, among

: other winners.

Ms Cinderellah Damba, the
NEA president and Miss Tour-

are not ending with awards;

¢ but their focus is to follow up

with the winners and connect
them to partners and investors
so that their ideas can grow in-
to projects of impact.



