
& 

2 
. ~. 

DAILY MONITOR I WEDNESDAY, JANUARY7, 2026 

Tribute 

Dr Batwala: A life devoted 
to helping women conceive 
Even after formal re­
tirement, he remained 
active in private prac­
tice, driven by what 
colleagues and family 
de.scribe as a deep 
sense of calling to serve 
women struggling with 
i nferti I ity. 

BY STEPHEN OTAGE 

F
amily and friends of one ofUgan­
da's pioneering obstetricians and 
gynaecologists and a trailblazer 
in fertility medicine, Dr Ignatius 

James Batwala, have described him as 
as a man of unwavering dedication,hu­
mility,and compassion. 

Dr Batwala died on December 31, ~ 
2025 at the age of89, ending amedical : 
career that spanned more than six dec- : Ms Aidah Batwala, the widow of the late Dr Ignatius James Batwala, lays a wreath on the casket bearing his remains 
ades and touched the lives of thousands ~ during the funeral service at St Luke's Church Ntinda at the weekend. PHOTO/STEPHEN OTAGE 
offamilies . 
. Unlike many civil servants who retire nities. His son, Moses Batwala, said the 

. quietly after decades of service, Dr Bat- FA MIL Y / doctor regularly treated women for free 
wala devoted virtually his entire adult . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . during visits to his village in Muguluka, 
life to medicine, continuing to attend to Dr Ignatius James Batwala is Jinja District, eventually inspiring the 
patients well into his advanced years. survived by his widow, Aidah establishment of Nawansega Health 

Even after formal retirement, he re- Batwala, eight children, seve- Centre to support pregnant mothers 
mainE9~ve in private practice, driv- . ~ ral grandchildren, and many de- and safe deliveries. 
en by what col!.~agues and fumily de- pendents whose lives he sup- During the turbulent 1970s, when 
scribe as a deep sense of calling to serve ported. many doctors fled the country, Dr. Bat-
women struggling with infertility. wala chose to remain in Uganda despite 

Born on October 10,1936, to Kosamu the risks, saying that leaving would 
Tuliraba, a lay reader in the Anglican He was widely respected for his depth : ,mean abandoning "his women." His 
Church, and Akusa Kantono Namwam- : of knowledge and his rare sensitivity to : dedication never wavered, even in his 
be,Dr Batwala trained as a medical doc- ~ women's health issues,eaming admira- ~ final days, when patients continued to 
tor and graduated in 1965. J : tion-fum female colleagues for his un- : call seeking appointments. 

He later specialised in obstetrics and : derstanding of reproductive medicine. : Dr Batwala died on December 31 after 
gynaecology and pursued further stud- ~ The late Dr Ignatius James Batwala ~ In 1970, driven by a desire to expand ~ suffering 'an aortic aneurysm His fumi­
ies in the United Kingdom, where he : access to fertility care, Dr Batwala : ly says he passed on peacefully, having 
earned ~ Master's degree and a fellow- : tions of young doctors, often conduct- : founded Fiona Clinic in Kampala, the : lived 17 years beyond a triple heart sur­
ship of the Royal College of Obstetri- : ing night rounds himself and insisting : first private fertility clinic in the city.: gery in 1996, far exceeding doctors' ex­
cians and Gynaecologists in Edinburgh, ~ that interns respond to emergency calls ~ Through the clinic, he helped countless ~ pectations at the time. 
returning to Uganda as one of the coun- : regardless of the hour,long before the : couples conceive and popularised fer- : He is remembered not only for help­
try's earliest experts in fertility medi- : era of mobile phones. : tility medicine in Uganda, He worked : ing women conceive but also for his 
cine, ~ "He taught us how to be doct.Qrs,"Prof ~ there for 60 years,induding 45 years as ~ wider public service. He served on the 

He was posted to Mulago National Re- : Mirembe said, adding that he discour- : a senior consultant obstetrician and gy- : boards of governors of several schools, 
ferral Hospital in the early 1970S, at a : aged shortcuts and demanded respon- : naecologist : including Gayaza High School and 
time When obstetrics and gynaecology : sibility to patients, families, and the: Beyond medicine, Dr Batwala was : Wanyange Girls School, was a member 
were still evolving specialties in Ugan- : wider community. : known for his humility, compassion,: of the Lions Club,played a key role in ef­
da.Former students recall a strict but ~ WhenaPa,tientdied,hewouldsitwith ~ and strong Christian faith. A former ~ forts to eradicate river blindness,and 
deeply committed teacher who empha- : the responsible doctor to review what ·: schoolmate,Profperez Bukumunhe,de- : served as a deputy minister of health in 
sised professionalism, accountability, : went wrong,nurturing a culture of ac- : scribed him as a disciplined student at : BusogaKingdom 

. and patient-centred care. ~ countability. ~ Busoga College Mwiri in the 1950s, qui- ~ At his funeral service at St Luke's 
Prof Florence Mirembe,one ofhis con- : Dr Batwala's influence extended far : et;confident and deeply committed to : Church, Ntinda at the weekend, the 

temporaries, recalls meeting Dr Bat- : beyond Mulago.ProfRev Dr Sam Lubo- : learning. He loved his Bible, sports, and : farpily requested mourners to donate 
wala in 1974 when she was an intern : ga, one ofhis former students, said the : music,and embodied the values of mis- : towards completing Nawansega Health 
at Makerere University Medical School ~ gynaecologist "reproduced himself"by ~ sionary education. ~ Centre instead of buying wreaths, re­
She described him as punctual, metic- : mentoring generations of doctors in : His compassion was particularly ev- : fleeting the values that defined his life. 
ulous,and unwavering in his expecta- : Ugandil>theregionandbeyond. : ident in his service to rural commu- : 
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Buvuma land. 
owners to be 
compensated, 
says Museveni 
BY MONITOR TEAM 

BUVUMA. President Museveni has 
assured landlordS and bibanja holders 
in Buvurna District that they will fully 
be compensated for the land they sur­
rendered to the government for the oil 
palm project. 

"On compensating the oil palm land­
owners, we are going to discuss who 
should be compensated and who 
should not. The money is there, but we 
must study the matter very carefully," 
the President said while addressing a 
campaignrally inBuvuma TownCoun-
cil at the weekend. . 

He added that the State House legal 
team has already prepared a detailed 
report to guide the process. 

Mr Museveni's remarks echo those of 
the Ministry of Finance spokesperson, 
Mr Jim Mugunga, who told Daily Mon­
itorlast month that ShS14 billion set 
aside to compensate land claimants 
was ready for disburiement. 

The compensation issue dates back to 
2021, when the government acquired 
land from landlords and bibanja hold­
ers to expand the oil palm project. The 
project initially targeted 11,000 hec­
tares but was scaled down to 7,500 hec­
tares,including 2,500 hectares for out­
growers. 

However, many intended beneficiar­
ies say they have yet to receive their 
compensation. Some of the aggrieved 
residents have even threatened to take 
back their land. 

Mr Kamu Mukasa, one of the affect­
ed residents, said he surrendered 600 
acres ofland to the project but has nev­
er received compensation. "The inves­
tor who planted oil pa.l.n?- trees on my 
land has started harvesting but I have 
not yet received my compensation. This 
has caused serious misunderstand­
ings in my family because some mem­
bers think I was paid, yet I have never 
received any single coin from the gov­
ernment." 

President Museveni said peace has en­
abled development across the country, 
including in island districts such as Bu­
vurna On fishing, the President blamed 
the degradation of Lake Victoria on hu­
man activity, urging fishermen to take 
responsibility for protecting the water­
body. The President acknowledged that 
Buvurna is the only district not con­
nected to the national electricity grid 
but assured residents that the govern­
ment is addressing the challenge. . 

By Daniel M Ssenfuma, AI Mahdi 
Ssenkabirwa & Godfrey Masiko 
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